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CHAPTER I.

fdffajrs at A^owe.—Agrippina mortified

by the Recall of D. Silanus.—Nero
, .(presented to the Senate.—His Marriage

. j^i/A Julia the DaMghier of Dnusvs.—
Sejamus procures the Promise of an

Alliance with the imperial Family ; his

Disappointment.
—Proceedings in the Se-

nate. —^Drusus strikes Sejanus.-—

Agrippina's imprudent Exultation,--^

. Sejanus determined on Revenge,

A. D. 20, 21.

THE difgrace of Lepida produced a

fenfation of deep regret in the an-

cient families of Rome, who faw with

concern, that, by a multiplicity of finifler

events, the (Irength and glory of every

illuftrious houfe had been diminillied. The

VOL. III. B people..



people, befiJes the affectionate interefl

which they individually took in the con-

cerns of their particular patrons, retained

lb much veneration towards the defcend-

ants of the patriot heroes who had beea

the fonnders of their country's greatnefs,

that the misfortunes of an ancient houfe

were'ftill regarded as a fpecies of public

calamity. Nor was it till the nobles had

on their part taken infinite pains, by their

follies and their vices, to extinguilh thefe

long- cheri died fentiments ofattachment and

refpect, that they ceafed to be felt by the

populace. So forcibly did they at prefent

operate, that the misfortunes of the Calpur-

nian and ^milian families,* who had each

in the lad year been diflionoured by the

public difgrace of a diftinguifhed member,

were fpoken of as ominous to Rome. The

fate of Pifo was indeed unpitied ;
but it

was remarked with indignation, that it was

* Pifo was of the Calpurnian, and Lepida of the

jKmilian family.

not
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not for crimes againfl the ftate, but for

oiFences againft individuals, that the greater

number had been condemned to fuffer. It

was not for viohuing the lavys of morality,

but for wounding the pride of Auguftus

in the fedudion of his daughter, that the

only remaining fon of Antony had been

led to the fcaffold. At the prefent moment,

Decius Silanus was wandering in diftant

exile for a fimilar offence. If fuch punifli-

ments were to be inflifted merely to gratify

the malice or caprice of thofe in power,

there would foon be an end of the patri-

cian race.

Of the once numerous family of Agrippa,

two only now remained ;
and of thefe one

had been for many years loft to fociety!

Whyftiould (he not be permitted to return?

Had not her punifhment been already

more than proportionate to her crimes?

Such were the murmurs of ihe^people:

murmurs in which thofe of fuperior rank

.were well inclined to join. Agrippina

liftened
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liftened with peculiar intereft to tliofe fen-

timents of compaiTion which had been in-

spired by the funation of her unhappy

fifter, concerning whofe reftoration flic

never before had dared to entertain a ray

of hope. She knew that Tiberius w^s

no ftranger to the general voice, and began
to think it poflible, that in order to wipe
out the odium which had been incurred

by the profecution of Lepida, he might fo

far relent as to permit of Julia's return

to Rome.

Tiberius was indeed perfe611y well ac-

quainted with all that paffed, and deter-

mined to fliew, by one gracious deed, that

he was not altogether incapable of cle-

, mency. But alas ! it was not to Julia that his

clemency was likely to extend ! His hatred

of the mother had not been fo far extin-

guifhed by her death, as to incline him to

Ihew mercy to her ill-fated child. The
man who had been the caufe of her dif-

grace, wa?, in his opinion, a fitter chjcSs:

of
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of his kindnefs. By refloring Decius Si-

lauus, he ihould not only gratify the Ju-

nian family in all its numerous branches,

and confer an obligation on Marcus Sih-

^us, who was brother to Decius, and a

diftinguiflied fpeaker in the fenate; but

would wound the feelings of Agrippina,

who could not but be fenfibly mortified at

feein? the feducer of her fifler reftored to

his family, while the weaker partner of

his guilt was doomed to fuffer the rigours

of hopelefs banifliment. It was this laft

confideration which probably reconciled

the mind of Tiberius to the performance

of an a£l: of generofity. Silanus was re-

called, and Agrippina felt, from this glaring

proof of the emperor's partiality, all the

pain and indignation which his utmoft

malice could have willied.

The character of Julia had never been

fuch as to render her extremely interefling,

even to her friends. Her vicious inclina-

|ious had, even in early life, been unre-

flrained
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ftrained by any fenfe of fliame or feeling

of propriety. Had (he, therefore, been fub-

jefted merely to fufFer the mortification of

retirement, all would have acquiefced in

the juftice of the decree which prevented

her return to fociety. But by the rigour

of puniftiment, the ends of juflice were

defeated, CompafTion for the fufferer

made people willing to palliate or over-

look her crimes. The friends and flatter-

ers of Agrippina, when they fpoke of her

fifter, recalled to her remembrance the

graces of her perfon, the fprightly gaiety

of her difpofiiion, and all the charms (he

poffelTcd in the days of infant innocence.

Her fufferings were confidered as the cruel

decree of inevitable deftiny, and lamented

with fuch pathos as left no room to

imagine that they were refult of her own

mifcondu6l.

The children of Agrippina, in learning

to pity the misfortunes of their aunt, ine-

vitably received imprejGTions that were far

froni
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from being favourable to virtue. The

feeling of horror w.h'ich ought to have

been excited by the idea of guilt, was tranf-

ferred to the puniflier of the guilty, and

was thus mingled with refentment and re-

venge. Young as the daughters of Ger-

manicus now were, alTociations fo pernici-

ous might be produftive of the mofl fatal

confequences; and as the elder in parti-

cular evidently poiTefled that quicknefs of

parts, which fo often proves the mofl dan-

gerous gi^t which nature can beftoW, her

mind ought to have been guarded from

error with more than common vigilance.

Refle61ions like thefe did not probably

occur to Agrippina, v/hofe views of hap-

pinefs for her children were bounded within

the narrow limits of the prefent life. In

cultivating their underftanding, and giving

them all the graces and accomplidiments

which could adorn their exalted flation,

fhe performed her utmoft duty. She con-

jempkted with pride the future confe-

quences
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qucnces of the attention fhe beflowed on

their improvement. But of all her children,

it was her eldefl fon on whom fhe placed

her fondefl: hopes.

In the beauty of his countenance, the

fymmetry and gracefulnefs of his perfon,

and in the IHil more endedring qualities of

his mind, he bore (o (Iriking a refemblance

to his father, that the widowed mother

might be pardoned for regarding him with

peculiar tendernefs. The firfl: a6iion by
which Tiberius had ever produced one

pleafmg emotion in her heart, was his in-

trodu6lion of this interefting youth to the

fenate. The ceremony was performed in

a manner that gave univerfal fatisfaftion.

Tiberius, in prefenting the young Nero to

the fathers, recommended him to their

favour and proteflion, and concluded his

fpeech by requefting that they would ho-

nour the fon of Germanicus by their per-

miffion to (land candidate for the office of

ffoeftor, to which he was not by law entitled

to
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IQ; afplre till the twenty-fourth year of his

age. The permiffion was grantrd by acr

clamation: nor did the fenate flop at this

firfl: favour; they at the fame time voted

a feat in the pontiiical college, an honour

which conferred upon the young prince

many important privileges.*

The fon of Germanicus found no lefs

favour from the people. He was received

the in Forum wiih the loudeft expreffions

of regard; nor did the emperor, if then

jealous of the attachment flievvn to Nero,

at that time betray his refentment. He
on the contrary appeared fo pleafed as to

grant a largefs to the people, which was

remarkable, as one of the few a<51:s of bounty

that they experienced in his reign.

Agrippina rejoiced in the opening prof-

pefts of her darling fon, and endeavoured

;o find in the hopes which they iiifpired

a folace for all her former forrows. His

marriage with the daughter of Drufus was

-— '
'  I— I . , 1-1
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the event that next engaged her maternal

folicitade. She fliw in it the ftrcngthening

of his intereft, and the fecurity of his fu-

ture peace. From JuHa's extreme youth

fhe had reafon to expe^l docility; and the

lihal piety of Nero would, {lie was affured,

fufFer no diminution from any change of

circumflances.

The nuptials of the young pair were

celebrated with great fplendour, and were

marked by an event, which, as it added to

the honours of their family, was deemed a

happy omen of their future fortunes. On

the firft of January,* Tiberius and his fon

Drufus entered on their joint confulfliip.

This double occafion of rejoicing added fo

much to the ufual feftivity of the feafon,

that in feafling, mirth, and gaiety, every

former forrow, and every prefent care, was

for a time forgotten. Agrippina's pride

was gratified by the congratulatory com-

'pliments of all the world; but while flie

* Year of Rome, 7 a4' A^D. ai. contcro,i
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contemplated with exultation the happy

profpec^s of her family, the untoward dif-

pofition of her fecond foil checked her

fanguine hopes.

The overbearing temper of this young

man had been flrengthened by his grand-

mother's indulgence, till it was pad contrul.

Agrippina in vain endeavoured to reftify

the faults of his education by a driller

difcipline. It was now too late. The

reftraint, which would in childhood have

curbed the rifmg paffions, now only tended

to produce indignation and refentment. To

her partiality for his elder brother, Drufus

unfortunately attributed all that he was

at any time made to fuffer for his ovvnim-

proper conduct; and as the mild temper

of Nero never expofed him to fimilar dif-

grace, his virtues became the object of

jealoufy, which was foon converted into

averfion.

Agrippina grieved to fee, that on the

prefent occafion, Drufus, far from rejoicing

m
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m his brother's hiipplnefsj fo evidently en-

vied, him as to be glad when an opportu-

nity offered of faying any thing mortifying

or difagreeable. Of this nature was a re-

port then put in circulation of an intended

marriage between the fon of their uncle

Claudius and a daughter of Sejanus, the

favourite minider. Agrippina indignantly

rcje£led the idea of fuch a connexion, and

fpoke of Sejanus, whenever it was men-

tioned, with fuch contempt, as could not

fail to wound the pride of the prefumptu-

ous upftart. His infolence in planning

fuch an union gave univerfal difcontent;

but Sejanus felt his power, which was too

firmly eflabliflied to render it neceffary for

him to pay attention to popular opinion.

Having obtained the confent of Tiberius,

and prevailed on the flupid Claudius to

acquiefce, he loft no time in getting the

contrad: figncd, and had only to regret

that the extreme youth of the parties pre-

vented the immediate folcmnization of the

nuptials.
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nuptials. Agrippina was exceedingly m-

cenfed at thefe proceedings, nor was flie

fparing of her reproaches to any of the

party concerned. She particularly up-

braided Claudius with having tarniihed the

honour of his family by an alliance fo much

beneath the dignity of an ancient race;

and hoped none would be fo mean as to

congratulate him on a circimiflance fo truly

mortifying.

What Agrippina's remondrances could

not effect, was in a moment produced by

an accident, which preferved the blood of

the Claudian family from being mingled

with that of a Roman knight. The fon

of Claudius amufmg himfelf by throwing

up pears in the air, which he eagerly gaped

to catch, received one in his m.outh, which

getting into his gullet, occafioned immedi-

ate fuffocation. The melancholy fate of

the poor boy was regretted by none fo fm-

cerely as by Scjanus, who hoped in the

projected marriage to find an excufe for

towering
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towering above the rank of a private citi-

zen. The forenefs of mind produced by

difappointment rendered the afperiiies of

Agrippina's cenfure particularly galling to

his fpirit. In the fecret chambers of his

heart he held councils of revenge, and

while he clothed his countenance in frailes,

refolved that (he fhould, at fome not diftant

periodjdceply repent of her ill- timed railler)''.

While the feeds of hatred were thus ri-

pening in the bofoms of Sejanus and Agrip-

pina, Tiberius, tired of the fociety which

his fituation as conful obliged him to fre-

quent, made bad health a pretence for

leaving Rome. He fuddenly retired into

Campania, and there indulged in folitude

the gloomy temper of his foul.

No part of the emperor's chara£i:er was

more difagreeable to the people than his

averfion to thofe amufements in which they

fo much delighted. His difllke they attri-

buted, and mod probably with juflice, to

a temper fo auftere and unfocial as ren-

dered
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dered it impoffible for hitn to participate in

the joys of others. The intemperance to

which he had from youth been, addi(5led,

had indeed, at an early period, appeared to

iead to conviwiality—the only frienddiips

which he ever made having been formied

over the bottle; but wine, though it had

cafually opened his heart, . never foftened

the mcrofenefs of his temper; and the fear

of betraying his defigns in a moment of

intoxication led him to avoid having wit-

nefles or (harers in his cups.

Drufus, who was as much the friend *

of Bacchus as his father, delighted not in

getting drunk alone; and a fufficient num-

ber of jolly companions were at all times

ready to join the prince's revels, and to

boaft of the honour of transforming thera-

felves to beads in fuch good company.

The fpirit with which he entered into the

favourite amufements of the populace, en-

deared him to the mob, who v/ere gratified

during his confulate with feeing the blood

of
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of gladiators frequently flow upon tlieHage.

Drufus beheld with pleafure the ftroke of

death, and not only honoured the con-

queror by his loud applaufe, but frequently

rewarded him by more fubftantial marks

of favour. By no means could he more

efFe£iuaIly have recommended himfelf to

the dregs of the people; but very differcEt

tvas the imprelHon made upon the wife and

thinking by a conduct which too plainly

indicated a favage hardnefs of heart.,

As the retreat of his father had left to
'

Drufus the conduct of public bufinefs, all

men were anxious to obferve by what prin-

ciples he was to a-fl. An affair apparently
of little moment, though to us extremely

interefting, as marking the manners of the

times, gave him an early opportunity of

gratifying the anxious wiflies of his friends,

by a difplay of wifdom and moderation.

Jt happened, that at a late fhew of gladi-

ators, Lucius Sylla, a youth of illuftrious

rank, had refufed to give place to an aged

fenator.
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fenator, who, though no more than his

equal in birth, was much his fuperior in

years. This breach of decorum was

thought worthy the attention of the fenate,

where it occafioned fome warm and inte-

refting debates. The caufc of Sylla was

efpoufed by his relations, who entered

keenly into his defence; but by all the

grave and elderly his condu£l was con-

demned, as not only contrary to the prac-

tice of what was emphatically called the

good ti?}ies, but as it was in exprefs oppoli-

tion to feveral decrees in which the reve-

rence due to age had been enforced by the

authority of the legiflature. The difre-

fpeSful behaviour of the young was re-

prefented as the mod alarming fymptom of

a general corruption of manners
;
but while

it was thus feelingly lamented, few took

the trouble of invefligating the caufe in

which it originated; nor did any accufe

himfelf of having contributed by his own

condu£l to leflen the refpe^t due to the

VOL. III. c hoary
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hoary head of age. In the violence of

party fpirit the real merits of the qneflion

were about to be forgotten, when Drufus,

by a well-timed fpeech, allayed the fennent,

and produced a reconciliation between the

parties.

From the refult of the next debate

Drufus derived no lefs fatisfa£tion. Ccecina

Severus, who had formerly been the col-

league of Germanicus in the German wars,

in a fpeech in which he evidently glanced

at the condu(5l of Plancina, moved for a

decree to prevent the wives of officers from

accompanying their hufbands to the pro-

vinces. He began by boafling of the har-

mony that had ever fubfided between him

and his wife, though he had never permit-

ted her to go a ftep from home; and then

proceeded to draw fuch a pifture of the

female character, as rendered an attachment

to any of the fex difgraceful.
"

Pride,

revenge, cruelty, and ambition, were,"

he faid,
" the predominant features of the

female mind. The love of power was in
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them fo inordinate as to know no bounds;

nor was their avarice lefs fatal to the pro-

vinces, than their ambition.
" We have

feen," continued Caecina,
"

in a late in-

flance, a woman reviewing the cohorts,

and dire6ling the exercife of the legions ;

nor can we have forgotten, that as often as

rapacity and extortion have been laid to the

charge of the hufband, the wife has proved

the principal offender. She no fooner en-

ters a province, than her party is formed;

the unprincipled attend to pay their ho-

mage. She becomes a politician; (lie takes

the lead in bufinefs, and gives a feparate

audience. Two tribunals are eftablifhed,

and the female edi6t, div.^ated by caprice

and tyranny, is fure to be obeyed.'*

Ccecina was heard by the fathers with

impatience, and was immediately anfwered

by Valerius MefTaiinus, to whom the gift

of eloquence had defcended from his cele-

brated anceftor.* The orator, in a fpeech

Meflala
replete
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replete with wit and humour, and adorned

by the flill more graceful ornaments of

truth and feelini^, defended the fex from

the unjuft imputations of Ccecina. His

arguments went to prove, that inftead of

laying the faults of the hufband upon the

wife, it would be more juH to charge the

faults of the wife upon the hufband; as,

unlefs where men were weak or uxorious,

women could have no opportunity of ex-

ceeding the bounds of their own proper

fphere.
" But they are faid to be prone

to aval ice and ambition," continued Mef-

falinus;
" what then fhall we fay of the

magiftrates? Have they been always free

from irregular palTions? And if not, wiH

it follow that men are no longer to be

trufted with the admlniftration of the pro-

vinces? We are told that the vices of the

wife influence the manners of the hufband j

and Is it then in a life of celibacy that we
arefure of finding unblemiilied honour?"*

' Tacitus. The
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The fentimenis of the lad fpeaker were

fuppbrted by Drufus, who vehemently op-

pofed the motion made by Cx6m, which,

if paffed into a law, would render the fer-

vice that was to tear him from the arms of

an affeftionate wife, an irkfome bondage.

In war, he faid, it was indeed proper that

men (liould go unincumbered to the field ;

but when the campaign was over, where

could the general fo well repofe from toil

and labour as in the bofora of a faithful

wife, whofe tendernefs relieves his pain,

and fweetens every care? It is almoft un-

neceflary to add, that the motion was loft

by a great majority.

While the unfufpecling Drufus was

making this public declaration of attach-

ment to a wife whofe prefence conflituted

his greateft felicity, the penetrating eyes

of Agrippina faw that his confidence was

betrayed. Between Agrippina and her

fifter-in-law there never had been a corref

pondence of fentiment, but the tie of fa*

mily
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mily connexion was then too much re-

garded to render it poiTibie for them to

avoid a very frequent intercourfe; nor

could any thing that occurred in the family

of the one, be eafiiy concealed from the

knowledge of the other. Since the death

of Germanicus, Drufus had continued to

Agrippina the affection of a brother, and

had uniformly treated her children with

that generofity and tendernefs which ex-

cited her warmeft gratitude. By their

mutual hatred of the fiime
objefl:,

thefe fen-

timents of efteem were perhaps increafed;

for fo powerfully do the vindi£live paflions

operate, that there is no more common

bond of union than fympathy in averfion.

Sejanus, who was too much elated by

profperity to " bear his faculties meekly,**

had by his arrogance rendered himfelf no

lefs odious to Drufus than to Agrippina.

Confcious of his power, the haughty fa-

vourite forgot the refpe£l that was due to

his mafter's fon. Upon feveral occafions

he
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he treated Drufus with fuch a degree of

infolence as excited his warmed refent-

ment; nor could it be expelled, that a

prince, little accuftomcd to control, iliould

in fuch circumftances be at all times able

to command his temper. Hurried away

by the impetuofity of his feelings, he one

day, on receiving fome extraordinary pro-

vocation, fo far forgot what was due to

his own dignity, as to lift his hand againrt:

the minifter. The blow, which, though

given in the heat of paffion, was not fo

fevere as to injure the perfon of Scjanus,

infli(5led torture on his mind. His proud

heart fv/elled with rage, but its vows of

vengeance, though deep, were fecret. He

appeared fatisfied with the apology which

Drufus, at the folicitation of his' friends,

condefcended to make, nor left any room

to imas;ine that the reconciliation was not

pn his part perfectly fmcere.

The mortification of Sejanus was in-

creafed byobferving the triumph it afforded

to
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to the whole court. All had been of»

fended by his arrogance, and therefore all

were delighted to fee it humbled. Agrip-

pina perhaps too openly rejoiced in an

incident, which flie well knew muft inevi-

tably inflift a deep wound on the haughty

and overbearing fpirit of him whom Ihe

had fo much caufe to hate; but while fhe

thus indulged herfelf in deriding the pain

of Sejanus, fhe did not confider the danger

of aggravating it by her imprudent exul-

tation. Following the example fo lately

given her by Drufus, (lie gratified the feel-

ings of the moment, without refle£ting

on the confequences they were likely to

produce.
-

Drufus, who had no fooner given way
to his pallion, than he became fenfible of

the error into which it had betrayed him
j

was extremely willing to make amends for

the indignity he had olfered, by an entire

forgivenefs of the offence which had pro-

voked it. The reconciliation was on his

part
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part cordially fincerej and as the affair

paffed quickly from his mind, he had no

idea of its being remembered by Sejanus.

Drufus judged of the heart of Sejanus

by his own ;
but had he made it his

bufinefs to (tudy human nature, he v.ould

have known that no injury was ever for-

given or forgotten by pride and felfiflmefs;

It was in vain, that in order to make

amends for what was pad, he now behaved

to the minifter with refpe£l: and kindnefs ;

his advances were received with fawning

courtefy. But Drufus ought to have re-

membered, that the man who is incapable

of gratitude and honour, fawns but to de-

ceive. From the moment of receiving tli€

affront, Sejanus was engroffed by fcheraes

of vengeance. Of all the plans which

offered to his imagination, none promifed

to fatisfy the cruelty of his vindiclivefpirit:

fomewere too difficult to be executed with

any hopes of fuccefs ; others were inade-

quate to his vengeance. While he thus

mecjitated
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meditated, the Idea of Livilla prefented

itfelf to his mind. Through her the defire

of his heart might be compleatly accom-

pliflied. Could flie be rendered inflru-

mental in her hufband's ruin, he (hould

then indeed enjoy the triumph of revenge 1

Nor did the conduft of Livilla offer any

argument to deter him from the attempt.

He knew her to be vain, giddy, and mali-
*

cious; and doubted not that he fliould

fmd means by flattery to increafe the va-

nity, and by art to aggravate the fpite of

a little mind, till, from the mere love of

oppofition, it might be led to a(51ions, from

which at firll: view it would have revolted

with the utmofl horror.

Livilla, though now the mother of a

married daughter, was not only flill hand-

fome, but acknowledged to be even more

beautiful than flie had been in the bloom

of early youth. To a perfect fymmetry
of perfon and feature, flie added all the

blandilhments of grace and animation. To
be
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be admired, was the firfl; obje^l of licr

wiflies ;
and the vanity which led her to

feek for admiration, rendered flattery the

mod grateful offering to her heart. It

was not the attachment of an affectionate

hufband, or the pious refpe£l of dutiful

children, that could gratify a mind which

placed its happinefs in fuch puerile ob-

jects.
Livilla fighed for the glory of new

conquefts, and with delight did ihe ob-

serve, that the proud heart of Sejanus did

homage to her all-powerful charms.

While Sejanus, by flow and cautious ad-

vances, infmuated himfelf into the favour

of Livilla, Drufus was occupied by an

affair of great importance to his intereft.

Tiberius, having fignified his intention of

configning to hira the weight of public

bufmefs, addreffed a requeft to the fenate,

for his invefliture with the tribunitian

dignity, which in faft conferred fupreme

power upon its poffeffor. The abjeft fer-

vility of the fenate appears, upon this

occafion.
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occafion, to have been carried fo far, as

even to have difgufted the man whom they

intended to flatter. They not only granted

to Drufus a dignity, which, with a name

lefs odious than that of king, conferred a

more abfolute fovereignty than kings can

generally exercifej but, as if they gloried

in the mean derelifiion of their liberties,

added to it every honour which their ima-

ginations could devife. Statues, temples,

and triumphal arches, were voted with

profufion; and fo far did the fervile fpirit

of flattery carry this once venerable body,

that a motion was made that the year

might no longer take its name from the

confuls, but from the perfons inverted with

the tribunitian power.

The fenate might, perhaps, have been

at any time equally lavifli of honours to

thefon of the emperor; but a recent occur-

rence had in the prefent jundure tended

to increafe its complaifance. Rome flill

poffelTed fome venerable remnants of thq

ftoic



(loic fchool ;
men of fevere and rigid mo-

rals, who beheld with indignation the

rapid progrefs of luxury, and ceafed not

to call loudly for the execution of thofe

penal laws, which they vainly hoped would

put an efieftual check on its career.

Where the ancient laws proved inadequate,

they propofed that new decrees fliould be

made, of fufficient efficacy to reflore the

fimplicity of ancient times ;
and that every

indecorum in drefs, and every fuperfluitj

in the luxuries of the table, fliould be

prohibited by authority.

The vain and the voluptuous antici*

pated with horror the mortifications to

which they fliould be expofed, if deprived

of all that hitherto diftinguiflied them from

their fellow-citizens. The hdies were par-

ticularly incenfed againft the agitators of

this very unpopular fubje£t, v/ho, in their

defcriptions of the general corruption of

manners, had not been fparing in their

cenlures on the fex. Few, very few, were

thofe who, like Agrippina, could enfurs
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refpe^ from the acknowledged pofleilion

of intrinfic worth. Confcious how much

they depended on the fplendour of their

ornaments, and the richnefs of their

banquets, for even the appearance of re-

gard, it is not furprifmg that they were

alarmed at the profpeft that was fet before

them,, of being obliged to regulate their

expences by rules and ordinances. Nor

were the propofed decrees more agreeable

to the modern epicures, one of whom, a

perfon of illuftrious rank,* had juft con-

defccnded to enlighten the world by a

book upon cookery, confiding of fuch ex-

penfive receipts as no moderate fortune

could fupply the means of adopting.

The apprehenfions of the degenerate

fons and daughtcJrs of Rome were relieved

by the wifdom of Tiberius, In a letter

fraught with good fenfe, the emperor de-

livered liis opinion to the fenate. He

proved by many cogent arguments^ that

* Note B. vices
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vices which orlghiate in a general cor*

ruption of manners, are not to be cor-

re£led by the pains and penalties of law

*'
Why,'* he alked,

" was frugality the

pra£Hce of ancient times? Not becaufe

it was enforced by law, but becaufe each

individual was a Jaw to himfelf, becaufe

he knew how to moderate his defires; and
'

becaufe we were then the inhabitants of

a fingle city.
That the abufes now com-

plained of are enormous, I have not to

learn;" continues the emperor,
" but with

regard to the evil, the remedy is in the

bread of every individual. -Men of rank

may be retrained by principle, the poor

by indigence, the rich by fatiety* Thefe

are my fentiments."

The fentiments of Tiberius Vv^re in this

inftance juflj
and could we give him cre-

dit for his motives, would merit our ap-

plaufe. But when we believe his prefent

conduft to have originated in the fame dark

and infidious policy that marked every

a^ion
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aclioii of his reign, we are inclined, evea

in his wifdom, to find an aggravation of

the horror which his charafler infpires*

Though his power was already without

controul, he knew that it could not be ex-

ercifcd in a6is of
injuflice and cruelty, with-

out exciting the indignation of the virtu-

ous
J

and this fuppofed difapprobation

he refented as a crime of the firfl magni-
tude. In the gloom of folitude thefe

imaginary offences were the food of his

troubled fpirit, and created in his foul the

infittiable thirfl: of vengeance. Already
had fome of the firfl: families in Rome felt

the confeqttences of his hatred
;
and from

the numbers of eminent perfons who had

been driven into exile, or perifhed by the

hand of the execiwioner, the public in ge-

neral might have been roufed to a fenfe of

danger. And fo undoubtedly it would,
had luxury and diffipation left time for fe-

rious refleflion. But while
^

the purfuit

of pleafure, which occupied every mind,

had
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had narrowed the heart into fordid felfifh-

nefs, it had gradually rendered it hard to

the fufFerings of others; and well did Ti-

berius calculate, that provided the vota-

ries of difTipation were permitted to riiin

themfelves in their own way, they would,

in their frivolous and guilty joys, find an

ample folace for the mifery of the whole

human race!

VOL. III. B CHAP.
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- CHAPTER II.

Situation of Agrippina.—Prosecution of

the Poet LuTORius Priscus.—Death

of JuNiA.—Sejanus and Ltvilla

contrive the Murder ^t/'Drusus.—Un-

feeling Behaviour of Tiberius.-^//*?

presents the Sons o/" Agrippina to the

Senate*—Arrival of her Friends from
Gaul,

A. D. 21—23.

IF
in the fufpicious foul of Tiberius the

fecret thoughts of the injured were

refented as a£tual crimes, we need not be

furprifed at his harbouring againft Agrip-

pina all the rancour of hatred. She foon

found that it was impoflible for her, by

any mode of condu^l, to avoid giving of-

fence
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fence. If (lie could have ftooped to flat-

tery and dilTimulation, neither flattery nor

dilTimulation would have availed her.

While Tiberius continued to eftimate h^r

feofe of the injury flie had fuflained, not

hf the exprefTion of her feelings but by

his own confcioufnefs, a cordial reconcilia-

tion with her was impoflTible. Nor was

refentraent her only crime. He knew her

lofty fpirit; and fenfible how much flie de-

fpifed the meannefs of his diflTembling arts,

felt himfelf the obje£l:
of her contempt.

Agrippina is fo univerfally accufed by the

Roman hiftorians of beipg too unguarded

in exprefling her fentiments, that we muft
'

believe her to have been more flncere than •

prudent ;
but when we refleft how diffi-

cult it is for a generous fpirit to fupprefs

its indignation againft injuftice, and the

mean arts by which injuftice is fupported,

we fhould be more inclined to pity her

unfortunate fituation, than to blame the

confequences into which it betrayed her.

In
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In her abhorrence of the fervile fphit of

adulation, flie might, perhaps, be led into

the oppofite extretne ; but with regard to

many of the circuinflances which daily oc-

curred, flie mufl have been an adept Iq

diflimulation, could flie have concealed her

feelings.

Among the number of vexatious profe-

cutions, which had been obvioufly infti-

tuted with no other view than to gratify

private malice or rcfentment, one was

about this period commenced, in which

Agrippina took a peculiar interefl. It

was againfl: a man of genius, who had ex-

ercifed his talents in a way moft likely to

fecure her favour and protection. Luto-

rius Prifcus had, on the death of Germa-

nicus, written an elegy in fuch an exquifite

ftile of compofition, as to obtain uriverfal

applaufe. The grief which flowed fo na-

turally, Agrippina readily believed to be

fmcere; flic, therefore, with her accuf-

tomed liberality rewarded the poet, and

recommended
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recommended him to the attention of her

friends. By her means Prifcus had been

brought into public notice, and honoured

by invitations to many a fumptuous dinner.

While he thus balked in the fmiles of

fortune, the poor poet very naturally longed

for an opportunity of adding to that cele-

brity from which he daily reaped fuch folid

advantages; and as the elegiac mufe had

already proved fo propitious, we may be-

lieve that the profpeft of a prince's death

was to him an obje£i:
of no common in-

terefl:. A fit of illnefs with which Drufus

was at that time feized, fired his imagination

with hopes of future glory.

On the firft report of the prince's danger,

he gave himfelf up to the fury of compo-

fition, and in a few days produced a poem
as full of pathos, and perhaps as full of

truth, as any elegy upon a great man of

little character was ever known to be.

Elate with fuccefs, the poor poet could

liQt refrain, in the fulnefs of his heart, from

boafling
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boafling of this happy effort of his genius.

Nor did the recovery of Drufus filence;his

;yanity. Dining at the houfe of Publius

Petronius with a party of ladies, on being

called on to read fome of his compofitions

to the company, he, in an eyil hour,. pro-

duced the elegy, which was hes^rd with

much applaufe by all; but unfortUHrately

mentioned again by fomc, in a manner^hat

brought an immediate profecution on the

unfortunate author. Vitelia, the mother-

in-law of Petronius, and her gueils, were

cited as evidences of thefa^t; which was

admitted by all but Vitelia, who, as Tacitujj

cxpreffes it,
" had the memory of a liberal-

minded woman, and could recolle6t no-

thing." Her liberality did not fave the

unhappy Prifcus. The obfcquious fenators,

\>jilling to gratify Tiberius, who they well

knew would not paj-don the mufe herfelf

fq^ imagining the death of a prince, were

determined to fliew no mercy. A few,

indeed, had the temerity to think that

banifhment
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banifliment was a fafficienr punifliment for

the oifence; but the majority were of opi

nion, that cieath alone could expiate the

crime. The wretched poet was accordingly

condemned; and that he might have no

time to compofe an elegy on his own de-

plorable fate, was hurried to a dungeon,

where he was immediately ftrangled. Tibe-

rius aiFeded to regret the fpeedy execution

of the fentence; but thofe who bed knew

his difpodtion, v/ere lead inclined to credit

his fmcerity. By every perfon of tafte or

liberality of fentlment, the fate of the un-

happy poet was fpoken of with compalTion;

nor could Agrippina, though convinced, by
his fubfequent condiifl-, that the mournful

ftrains which ilie had confidered as a cor-

dial tribute to the virtues of Germanicus

were in fa£t a mere effufion of fancy, for-

bear to accufe his judges of cruelty and

injuftice.

The fame mean fervility which dilated

the poet's doom, burfl: forth in ftrains of

adulation
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adulation on the return of the emperor,

who was recalled to Rome by the dan-

gerous illnefs of his mother, wliofe advanced

age removed all expeflation of recovery.

The illnefs of Livia gave alarm to none,

fave a few mercenary courtiers, who de-

pended on her bounty, or lived under her

protection. By thofe to whom flie ought

to have been mofl: dear, flie was unpitied

and unloved. From Agrippina and her

children flie had indeed nothing but hatred

to expe£t: but Tiberius, the darling fon,

to whofe interefts (he had facrificed every

feeling of honour and confcience, from

him file furely had a right to look for fome

appearance of gratitude and afFeftion. But

for gratitude or aiFeftion from Tiberius,

Livia looked in vain. In this one inftance

hedifdained to ad the hypocrite: and in-

ftead of pretending anxiety for her reco-

very, was at no pains to conceal from her

the pleafure he fliould feel in her removal,

Befides the jealoufy and hatred, which in

his
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his ungenerous mind never failed to ac-

company the fenfe of obligation, he had,

in the perfeft knowledge of his mother's

character, fubjefts for abhorrence and anti-

pathy ;
for (o ftrangely conftitated was

the mind of this extraordinary man, that

though he hated the virtuous, vice was

the object of his decided averfion.

The fenate, not daring to dive into the

private fentiments of the emperor, adopted

none of his apparent indifference. Though
Tiberius had peremptorily refufed his per-

miflion to her being filled tbe mother of her

country, her connexion with the fovereign

rendered it prudent to confider her life as

an objeft of importance to the (late; and

as neglefi: might have been conRrued into

a crime, flattery affumed the appearance

of afiliftion. Supplications for the recovery

of Livia were decreed in a full affembly of

the houfe; temples were proraifed to the

gods by folemn vows; and that nothing

might be omitted which^was likely to pro-

pitiate
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pitiate the divinities, the fenate voted the

performance of the games, a fpeflacie om

.which they were fuppofed to look with

great delight. All the pontiifs, augurs,

and priefls of every denomination, were

put in requifition, and Rome was for feve-

raldays amufcd by.the pomp of procelllons,

and all the gay pageantries of Ihperdition.

H.ippily for Tiberius-, the principles be

had adopted faved him froni alarm; for

had he poffeffed any faith in the efficacy

of prayers and ceremonies, he mufi: have

been extremely miferable. But as atbeifm

relieved him from all apprehenfions of fu-

pernatural interference, he put confidence

in Nature, which he thought would not at

fourfcore be likely to countera£t the ope-

ration of difeafe, Notwithftanding the

reafonablenefs of his hopes, Tiberius was

difappointed. Livia recovered, and by her

recovery occafioned to the fenarors a joy

no lefs nnccre or genuine than their for-

mer forro'vV.

The
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The aged emprefs, who was rtcqnaintect

with all that had paiTed, was incenfed and

pionified ,by the cold indifference of her

fan, who on his part made no attempt to

conciliate ,her favour, or to fubdue her

refentmen$i.;,,; Irritated by his conduv!:!;, (he

refolved to fake the firil opportunity of

being revenged; and on being refufed the

promotion of one of her favourites, fhe in

a. fit (Of paiTion produced the letters of

Auguflus, in which the temper and dif-

pofition of Tiberius were defcribed in the

flrongefl: colours. The inftances given of

his infolence and brutality in thefe epiftles,

hh no room to doubt of the opinion which

Auauftus had formed of his heart.

Nothing could be more galling to Tibe-

rius than this difcovery. Far, however,

from endeavouring to falfify the charges by

increafed lenity and moderation, his con-

dudi from, this period argued a delire to

convince the world of the penetration of

his predecefTor. He became henceforth

more
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more uniformly cruel and fevere. As

}'^r, however, he was only cruel towards

the objeifis of his jealoufy or refentment.

Where his pallions did not interfere, he

felt no particular gratification in infli£ling

pain, and in fome few inflances fliewed

himfelf capable of ailing with juftice and

moderation.

A proof that Tiberius could fometimes

drop the charafter of the tyrant, appears
in his conduft to Junia, the widow of

CafTius. This venerable lady was niece

to the celebrated Cato, fifter to Brutus',

one of the confpirators againfl Ccefar, and

had been married to another; yet was flie

permitted to live at Rome unmolefled, to

an extreme old age, in the full pofleffion

of wealth and honours. She furvived her

hufband and her brother fixty-four years;

and at her death, which happened about

this time, difpofed of her immenfe property

by will among her friends; but though
fhe left marks of her regard to almofl all

the
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the eminent men in Rome, (he did not

pay Tiberius the compliment of a legacy.

Contrary to the general expectation, the

emperor raanifefted no difpleafure at the

omiflion. He permitted the funeral obfe-

quies of Junia to be performed with more

than common magnificence;* and at a pe-

riod when Rome crouched beneath the

feet of a defpor, an orator pronounced the

panegyric of Cato*s niece from the roflrum

that had refounded with her brother's de-

fence of Csefar's murder!

Agrippina, who had imbibed the gene-

rous fentimenrs of Germanicus, could not

fail to be pleafed with the marks of refpe£t

that were fliewn to Junia*s memory. But

(till dearer interefls now called for her at-

tention. Her fon Drufus, having affumed

the manly robe, was prefented by his uncle

to the fenate, which liberally beftowed on

him the fame honours that had been decreed

his brother. The two young men were

* Note C.
fpokeu
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houfe; and as the twin-fons of Drufus

were but unhealihy infants, then- profpecls

were
fufficiently flattering.

Scjanus perceived the hopes of Agrip-

pina's heart, and with fiend-like malice

enjoyed the internal alTurance of her difap-

pointment. lie mean while rofe in power,

and increafed in riches, and while he ra-

pidly advanced to the enjoyment of the

higheft dignities of the ftate, faw every

fubordinate office beflowed on his relatives

or dependents. Drufus, enraged by fuch

repeated proofs of inordinate ambition in

the upftart favourite, fpoke of him in pub-
lic with contempt, and in the freedom of

domcfl;ic fociety, inveighed againft his

iofoknce with bitternefs and
feverity. The

unfufpecling Drufus knew not, that in the

wife of his bofom he harboured a fecret

fpy on all his words and anions. He little

thought, that while he in confidence poured
out in her ears the fecrets of his heart, flie

only
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©nly liftened to betray. But Livilla had

already forfeited her honour. She had

permitted Sejaniis to triumph over her

chaftity : and having lofi: that virtue,

Vv'hich even in the word of times is in the

female mind fo infeparably conne^led with

feif-refpe6t as to render it impoffibie to

preferve the latter when the former is no

more, ihe
q^uickly refigned every principle

v/hich could operate as a reftraint upon

her condudl. With the feelings of felf-

refpe6l, all that (lie owed to her illuftrious

birth, to her connexions, and to her chil-

dren, were annihilated, and the adulterer

took full poiFeffion of her polluted heart.

That Livilla might have no caufe of

jealoufy,Sejanus repudiated a faithful wife,

the mother of his three children, an action

which no doubt claimed from his miftrefs

a fuitable reward. Nor was (he backward

in interpreting hts wifhes; nor loath to

remove the obftacle which the unwelcome

prefence of a hufband was for ever prefenc-

ing
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ing to the full enjoyment of their criminal

love. But from Drufus no divorce could

be obtained : it viras by death, and death

alone, that a feparation from him could

be effcifted. It is when at the top of

the precipice, that an effort to recede

can alone be pra£tifed. Livilia had already

taken too many (leps in the deep defcent

to be able to flop in her guilty career ;

fi-om levity fhe had been led to criminal

intrigue, and from intrigue flie went on

to murder!

However the conduft of Livilia might

have been occafionally cenfured, her repu-

tation had as yet efcaped from any parti-

cular (lain. Agrippina blamed her fifter-

in-law for forgetting what was due to her

own dignity, in expofmg her name to be

foiled by the petty newfmongers of the

court
;
and refented her intimacy with Se-

janus, as a proof of malignancy as well as

weaknefs: but Agrippina entertained no

fufpicion of her guilt. The confcioufnefs

of
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ctF crime, and the fear of dete£lion, ren»

dered the behaviour of Livilla, particu-

larly guarded. Cunning, which ferves the

wicked as a fubditutc for wifdom, taught

her to elude difcovery by the pra£lice of a

tl^ufand arts, which feemed at the tinie

to be crowned with fuccefs.

 The intrigue could not be carried on

without confidantes, and in their choice of

thefe the guilty lovers thought themfelves

extremely fortunate. By Eudemus the

attendant phyfician, and Lygdas a favou-

rite {lave, the private meetings had beea

hitherto managed with fecrecy and addrefs.

Thefe were now entrufted with their fatal

purpofe : but though Sejanus had found

no difficulty in bribing them to lend affift-

ancein carrying on the amour, they ftartled

at the thoughts of murder. The magnitude

of the crime filled their minds with terror.

They recollected with horror the danger

to which they would expofe themfelves;

and though they might feel little com-

YOL. III. E pu(5lion
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plinftion with regard to Drufus, fliuddered

at the idea of the flaughter of his flaves,

which would inevitably follow on deletion.

Sejanus laughed at their fears, but found

it no eafy matter to hit upon fuch an ex-

pedient as might accomplifli his purpofe,

without a riik of realifing their appre-

henfions. By frequently dwelling on thd

fubjeft, their paflions at length got inte-

refted; Various plans were formed and

approved, but when on the point of being

executed, they were ftill for one reafon or

other obliged to be relinquiflied.

After months of hefitation and delay,

the adulterers and their minions acquired

refolution enough to perpetrate the deed

6f horror. A draught of flow poifon, prc-^^

pared by Eudemus, was adminiflered tcf

the unfufpefting prince by the hands of

Lygdas; and the hardened Livilla had

foon the fatisfaftion of obferving the effi^

Cacy of the fatal potion. Eudemus was

immediately called for, and confirmed the

abandoned
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abandoned wife in her wicked hopes; he,

however, perfaaded her of the propriety

of endeavouring (o far to counteraft the

^e(^s of thedea<JIy dra'ight, as to protract

the life aad fuIFerings of her hufband for

as long a time as paffible.
 

It niky at firft view appear 'fticfedibfc,

that the daughter of Antonia ftiould find

it poflible thus to dived herfelf of every

"feehng of humanity ;
but when we recoiled^,

that pure felfiflmefs, which is engendered

by the indulgence of the fenfiial appetites,

is deftru<ftive of fympathy and that the

ideas of vice and happinefs cannot be con-

nected in the mind, till every generous

affeftion has ceafed to operate, we (hall

eonfider the remorfelefs conduft of Livilla

as the natural climax of her part depravity.

Her heart was hardened by vice, but it

was rendered cruel by the fear of detec-

tion. It was this which rendered the

lengthened torments of Drufus matter of

exultation and joy to his murderers, who

regarded
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regarded his pretended fufferings as the

certain means of efcape from all fufpicion.

Nor were thcymiftaken in their calculation:

Drufus, after lingering for fome days in the

greatefl: pain, at length expired; and was

univerfdlly believed to have fallen-a vidim

to intemperate drinking, a vice in which

he too frequently indulged.

Notice of the prince's indifpofition had

been fent to Tiberius, but as it was repre-

fented to have originated in an over-dofe

of his favourite wine, it occafioned little

alarm. Intelligence of his danger was

jfoon after communicated; but neither that,

nor. even the certain account of his death,

feemed to affe£l the emperor in the manner

which might have been expefted. The

bofom of Tiberius was invulnerable to

ihofe. tender emotions which the genera-

lity
of fathers v;ould have experienced on

the lofs of an only fon, expiring in the

prime of life* and full vigour of his facuU
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» Drufus died in the 37th year of his age. tjes.
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ties. To what caufe fliall we attribute an

infenlibility fo remarkable ? Was it, that

Sejanus had by artful infinuations inftilled

into his mind a jealoufy of Drufus? or was

it, that by the frequent indulgence of the

malevolent paffions,his heart had at length

become callous even to the feelings of

patural affeftion ? A concurrence of cir-

cumftanees gives to the latter opinion the

greater degree of probability ;
and when

we confider the tendency which every bad

paffion has to exclude from the mind all

thofe trains of ideas which introduce and

cherifii the oppofite afFe<5lions, we Ihall

be little inclined to wonder at the condud

of Tiberius upon this occafion. Until the

funeral ceremony had taken place, it was

deemed indecent for the near relations of

the deceafed to be feen abroad ;
but even

in this interval, fuppofed to be devoted to

forrow, Tiberius went to the fenate-houfe,

and with an unmoved countenance took

]iis feat. On his unexpefted appearance,

fome
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fome fenators, to whom Drufus had been

dear, melted into tears. They were, how-

ever, reproved by the emperor for their

unmanly weaknefs, and taught by his ex-

ample to bear with firmnefs the inevitable

ftroke of defliny.

Agrippina, whofe heart had been fofc^

ened by aliliftion, and whofc temper was

naturally ardent and afteftonate, could

-' not fail to feel for Drufus. But though we

have no doubt that her grief was at the

moment equally violent and fmcere, it was

perhaps fufceptible of alleviation from the

circumftances that fucceeded, which feemed

to open the profpeft of empire on her fons.

The firft intelligence £he received of

the extraordinary ftep which Tiberius had

taken, in going in perfon to the fenate-

houfe, while his fon was lying a corpfe,

was from the melTengeirs he had from

thence difpatched for Nero and Drufus,

who were defired to hold themfelves in

rcadinefs for further orders. A fecond

meffenger
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meffeiiger defired their attendance at the

fenate, and from him Agrippina learned

that the emperor, in an emphatic fpeech,

had told the fathers that the children of

of Germanicus were the only remaining

hope of the people.

The young princes obeyed with alacrity

the welcome fummons ; and before they

reached the fenate-houfe, had the honour

of being met by the confuls, who had h

come on purpofe to conduft them to the

emperor, and to prepare their minds for

the augufl and impreffive fcene. Tiberius,

taking a hand of each, prefented them to

the fenate with the following addrefs :

*' Thefe orphans, confcript fathers, I

delivered to the care of their uncle; and

though he was blelTed with iffue, I defired

that he would cherifli them as his own, and

train them up in a manner worthy of him-

felf and of poflerity. But Drufus is no

more. I now turn to you, and in the pre-

feiice of the Gods, in the hearing of my

country.
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country, I Implore you to take under your

prote<S{ion the great-grand-children of Au-

guflus. Adopt the ilTue of an illullrious

line; fnpport them; raife them; mould

them at your pleaiiire for the good of the

flate; perform at once my duty and your

own. And as for you Nero, and you

Drufus, in this aflembly you behold your

fathers. Born, as you are, in the highefl

ftation, your lot is fuch, that nothing good
or evil can befal you, without affrd^tfng at

the fame time the interefl of the com*

monwealth."

WhileTiberius fpoke, every eyegliflened

with delight. Tears bore teftimony to the

fincerity with which the whole affembly

vowed fidelity and attachment to the fons

of Germanicus; nor did the fweet and

modefl deportment of Nero fail to make

fuch an imprefTion in his favour as aug-
mented every fentiment of regard.

How acceptable the account of this

day's tranfaftions were to the heart of the

fond
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fond mother, it would be fuperflaous to

mention. The rank of her children was

now afcertained; their promotion was

inevitablej and already did fhe anticipate

the day when Nero, the darling of her

heart, fliould be the pride and glory of the

Roman world.

The funeral of Drufus was decreed by

the fenate to be equally fplendid with that

of Germanicus. In one inftance it was

more ilrikingly magnificent, as it was ho-

noured by a procelTion of images repre-

fenting the illullrious anceflors of the

Julian and Claudian lines. The fpe6>acle

gratified the pride of the relations, and the

curiofity of the populace; but the tears

of genuine grief which bedewed the bier

of Germanicus, flied a luflre on the final

fcene more ftriking and impreffive than

{latues of gold or filver could produce.

Tiberius, who, it will be remembered,

\vas on the former occafion difabled by the

excefs of affliction from attending the

ceremony.
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ceremony, not only appeared as chief-

mourner at the funeral of his fon; but

when the long proceffion reached the

Forum, in the way to the place appointed

for the burning of the body, mounted the

roflra, and pronounced a long oration over

the corpfc. The emperor was on this oc-

cafion fupported by Sejanus, who flood by

his fide, and watched with delight the hard

expreffion of his unfeeling countenance.

In the infenfibility that was there fo plainly

evident, the wicked favourite read impu-

nity to future crimes J
and while the fpcech

of Tiberius drew tears from a great part of

the audience, it operated upon him as an

encouragement to more atrocious deeds.

As the virtues of Drufus were entirely

of the negative kind, he was foon forgot-

ten, even by his friends; and fo dear was

ihememory of Germanicus to the people,

that an event which fcemed to fccure to

his poflerity the pofleflion of the e-mpire,

was deemed by them as aufpicious to Rome.

Agrippina



[ 59 ]

Agrippina had now reafon to hope that

the peifecutions of fortune were at an end.

The fun of profpericy began to dawn upon

her houfc; nor can ilie be blamed for re-

joicing
in its beams. But however (lie

might be elated by the hopes of having her

ambition gratified by the exaltation of her

children, her heart was not fo narrow as

to embrace no other objefts;
and her

felicity was at prefent increafed by the

fuccefs of friends, in whom flie took the

warmeft intereft.

Caius Silius, the companion of Germa-

nicus in all his campaigns in Germany,

and his fucceflbr in the command of the

armies on the Rhine, had lately gathered

frefti laurels from quelling a formidable

infurreftion in Gaul. Beloved by the

army, approved by the emperor, and ho-

noured by the thanks of the fenate, Siliiis

had attained his utmofl: ambition ;
and hav-

ing reftored the province to tranquillity,

cheerfully obeyed the commands of the

emperor in returning to Rome.
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Agrippina entertained for both Silius

and his wife thelivehefl: fentiments of re-

gard ;
and as (he was a llranger to a cold

medium in her friendfliip, (lie expreflfed

with warmth her opinion of their worth,

and the fincerity of her attachment. On
their arrival at Rome, a renewal of their

former intimacy took place: Soiia Galla,

the wife of Silius, endeared to Agrippina

by a thoufand tender recollecftions, was

again the chofen companion of her days,

and {liarer of her confidence. The time

they had formerly paffed together in the

wilds of Germany, the hardfliips they had

mutually endured, and mutually foftened

to each other, and all the various incidents

which had taken place fince the hour of

their feparation, afforded fuch a variety of

interefting themes, as to render it irapoffible

for them to tire in each other's company.
Nor was Silius lefs the

objefl: of Agrip-

pina's regard; nor did the terms in which

he ever fpoke of Germanicus, fail to add

- . to
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10 hei* efteent feelings of. the niofl
livel;^*

gratitude. The fame feelings were called

forth towards his colleague TitiusSabinus,

who had likewife been honoured with her

hufband's frlendlhip, and who fliewed how

worthy he had been of the regard of Ger-

manicus, by the ileadinefs of his attachment

10 the family of his benefaflor.

^Q At prefent/indeed, it was perhaps diiTi-

cult for Agrippina to difcriminate between

real and pretended friends, as the latter

were probably moll affiduous in paying

iheir court, and molt vehement in their

profeflions of attachment: but (he could

not be wrong in fmgling out for the obje£is

of her peculiar regard, thofe who had been

diftinguifhed by Germanicus for wifdora

or integrity. In this refpe^ Agrippina

feems always to have a^ted with the mod

laudable prudence; nor does flie appear,

in any one inftance, to have been betrayed

by vanity into a partiality for thofe who

had the merit of knowing how to flatter.

She
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She was pleafed and gratified by the at-

tentions which (lie thought due to het

fituation, and was therefore gracious to all

who fought her intered, ol* endeavoured

to recommend themfelves by an appearance

t)f zeal in her fervice; but (he referved her

friendfliip for thofe whofe virtues entitled

them to her efteem. When a perfon of her

exalted rank can thus weidi the merit of

thofe by whom they are furrounded in the

impartial fcaleof truth, it affords the mofl

decifive proof of their principles and pene-

tration. To the lionour of Agrippina,

thofe whom (lie difliked were the Haves of

vice, while all (he profelTed to love Were

in the interefts of virtue.

(A

CHAP.
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CHAPTER III.

Sejanus and Agrippa compared.—Jin-

bithus Views of Sejan vs.—-Treacherous

Arts employed against Agrippina.—

Zeal of the Pontifs in Favour of the young

C^SARS, resented bx)
Tiberius,^-

Caius Silius unjustly prosecuted ; his

death.—Banishment of Sqsia.—Agrip-

PIN a's Grief.—Death of one of the twin

Sons of Dnvsvs.'^Condiicf of Sejanus

upon that Event; continues to rise in Fa-

vmir and Dignity.

A. D. 23—24,

WHILE Agrippina was indulging in

the fweets of friendfliip, which,

by giving a conftant exercife to the bene-

volent affe£lions, baniflied the malevolent

from the heart; Sejanus was taking counfel

of every infernal fpirit for her deflruftion.

That
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That the good or bad qualities of meil

are developed by the circumftances in

which they happen to be placed, is too

obvious to admit of difpute. But when

from the abundant proofs of this, we are

led fo far as to imagine that they depend

folely upon fhefe, and that circumftances

inftead of being the foil in which vice or

virtue germinates, are the creating power
which calls them into exiftence, we run

into an error equally dangerous in its ten-

dency, and contrary to truth. As the fcepti-

cifm with regard to principle which is thus

created, is often attended by the mofl fatal

confequences; it will not be departing from

the defign of this work, if we for a mo-

ment ftop the thread of the narrative, to

compare the conduft of two men, who
were placed in circumftances fo nearly

fjmilar, that according to the philofophers

who attribute every thing to circumftances,

their conduft ought to have been the fame.

Marcus Vipfanius Agrippa, the father of

Agrippina,
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Agrlpplna was, like Sejanus, of low extrac-

tion. Like him he had been raifed from

an humble ftation to the firft dignities of

the flate. Both drank deeply of the in^

toxicating cup of power: the authority of

Agrippa, like that pf Sejanus, knew no

reftraint. Each in his time commanded

the treafures of the empire ; each beheld

the Hves as well as fortunes of his fellpwr

citizens at his difpofal; nor can we believe

that the fon-in-law of Auguftus was lefs

expofed to the infidious poifon of flattery,

than the minifter of Tiberius. Whence

then the difference in their characters ?

Why did not Agrippa, inflead of retaining

in t\}^hp of lujiury the fimplicity of an-

cient manners, become, like Sejanus, difTo-

lute and intemperate ? Why did not the

pofTeffion of wealth create in him the

fame avidity of accumulation? Why did

not power excite in him the fame third

of cruelty and revenge ? To what but to

the difference in their principles, can we

VOL. III. F attribute
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attribute a diiFerence fo glaring in every

point of condu6i? The principles of ho-

nour, integrity, and juftice, had been by
educaron fo deeply riveted in the mind

of Agrippa, that the funfhine of profperity

could not diflblve, nor the dorms of ad-

verfity fliake them. The early youth of

Sejanus had, on the contrary, been devoted

to vice : in the gratification of the felfifli

and the fenfual pafTions all his ideas of

happinefs were comprlfed. That elevation

of fortune which had ftrengthened in

Agrippa the noble ambition of being ufeful

to his country, excited in Sejanils the

defire of trampling on its liberties. Ine-

briated by fuccefs, he gfafped at dominion,
and in his eagernefs overlooked the gulph
into whofejawshe was atlengihprecipitated!

The death of Drufus firft opened on Se-

janus the faint glimmerings of a profpe^",

which, even at the mighty diftance from

which it was beheld, had fufficient charms

to occupy his imagination, and to roufe

the
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energies of his foul. Between him and

the objeft of his wiflies, manyj it is true,

were the obftacles that yet remained. Of

thefe obftacles, the fons of Drufus were

the lead formidable ;
as the flagitioufnefs

of the mother left him no room to doubt

of her afliftance in compaffrng their de-

Ilru(5tion. But the fons of Germanicus

were now of an age to ^ITert their own

rights, and to protefl: their own intereils;

they were, moreover, guarded by the vigi-

lance of a mother whofe virtue was im-

pregnable.

Sejanus, on revolving all thefe circum-

ftances in his mind, might in defpair have

relinquiflied the enterprife, had not the re-

Gollefted fuGcefs of Livia re-infpired his

hopes. The grandfons of Auguftus were

equal in number to the fons of Germanicus;^

but though protected by the arm of Ccefar,

they were unable to defend themfelves

agalnfl the treacherous arts of a woman,

who was ambitious of feeing her fon

clothed
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clothed in the imperial robes. Why
Ihould he do lefs for himfelf, than Livia

had done for another? Or why fhould he

fear that fortune would be lefs favourable

to him, than {he had proved to Livia? The

murder of Drufus had not only pafled with

impunity, but without a fmgle fymptom of

public regret. Why then fhould he he-

(itate to proceed in a career, which had

commenced with fuch aufpicious omens?

Though Agrippina was not, like Livilla,

vulnerable to the arts of flattery, her very

virtues might be converted into engines of

deftruftion. The warmth and fincerity of

her friendfhips, the ardour with which flie

expreffed her fentiments, the loftinefs of

her fpirit, and the unbending deteflation

which £he openly difplayed towards every

fpecies of meannefs and hypocrify, might

all, with proper management, be rendered

inflruraental to her ruin: and her ruin

was fo necelTary a preliminary to the

deftruction of her children, that without

the
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the one, ihe other could not poffibly be

effefted.

Sejanus, having wrought himfelf up to

this determination, laid his plans before

Livilla ; who entered eagerly into all his

views, and promifed her utmoil affiftance

towards their accomplifhment. Complai-

fance to Sejanus was not the only motive

that infpired this ready acquiefcence to his

will. Her hatred to A^^rippina was iin-

cere. The reftraint under which (he

laboured in her prefence had long been

intolerable, and was augmented by the

confcioufnefs of her own increafed unwor-

thinefs. Every glance which darted from

her filler's penetrating eyes, was now a

caufe of alarm ;
and every word ihe ut-

tered, was felt as a reproach : and that

deportment at once fo eafy and fo dignified,

which fpoke a mind at peace with itfelf,

and which required no effort to command

rcfpeft, excited envy in the bread of Li-

villa, while it infpired awe. Moil willingly,

therefore,
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therefore, did flie enter into tlie councils

of her paramour, to whom fhe had already

facrificed the feelings of honour and the

virtues of humanity. As it was among

the gay, the licentious, and the depraved,

that her intimacies had been chiefly culti-

vated, it was eafy for her to feleft from

the groupe a fufEcient number of inftru^

ments entirely fuited to their prefent pur-

pofe; and as the fufpicious temper of

Tiberius rendered it neceflary for them to

be extremely cautious in their proceed-

ings, they refolved, having once laid the

train, to (land aloof, and to leave to their

agents the management of the explofion.

Among the perfons chofen to aflTifl: in

their iniquitous defigns, Julius Pofthumus

held the firft place in their confidence;

and certainly he had all the claims that

perfect congeniality of character could

give, to entitle him to that diftinftion.

This profligate had been introduced to

the favour of the old emprefs by one of

the
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the ladies of her court, with whom he had

long been engaged in an adulterous inter-

courfe ; and as he had great influence ovei

the partner of his guilt, who was much in

the confidence of Livia, every falfliood

which he chofe to fabricate, had by this

means an eafy method of circulation.

How far Agrippina might have had it

in her power to conciliate the affections

of her grandmother, by a feries of thofe

hollow attentions which are acceptable to

pride even when known to be infincere,

it is impoilible to determine j for it was

not in the nature of Agrippina to adopt a

condudl flie defpifed. Nor is it probable

that in this inftance the attempt would

have been attended with fuccefs. Livia

knew too well how much flie deferved to be

detefted by the defcendants of her hufband,

to receive their attentions without fufpi-

cion of deceit: in the choice of all her

favourites (he was probably influenced by
this confcioufnefsj fmce to be the enemy

of
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of Agrippina feems to have been a necef-

fary preliminary to her regard. On this

bafis her attachment to Plancina was very

obvioufly founded; and as feveral of the

other ladies of her court had, like Plan-

cina, not only outraged all the laws of

decency in their condu£l, but fo far vio-

lated every principle of juftice,
as to render

therafelves obnoxious to the fevered pu-

pifliments of the legiflature, it would be

difficult upon any other grounds to ac-

count for her partiality.*

The retirement in which Agrippina

lived during the firfl: three years of her

widowhood, aiforded little opportunity for

malice to gratify itfelf by inventing any

thing to her prejudice. But now that (he

* of the favourites of Livia, Plancina, as we have

already feen, had been profecuted on a charge of poi-

foning. Mutilia Prifca was known to have a criminal

jntercourfe with Julius Pofthumus. Urqulania was

profecuted for fraud, and convifted through the per-
feverance of the profecutor, though openly protected

by Liyia.

again
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again appeared in the world, fupp'^rted by

fons who were faft rifing into honour and

preferment J
and furrounded by friends,

who were of the firll: charader and dignity ;

envy not only flwrpened the darts which

malignity had hitherto been obliged to

conceal, but found a way for them to

penetrate.

The warm eulogiums which Agrippina's

conduft drew not only from her particular

friends, but from all who were capable of

admiring virtue,were conflrued into a proof

of a defigning and intriguing fpirit, which

endeavoured to make partifans among the

people. The praifes which were bcftowed

on her were therefore repeated with fuch

aggravations as were befl fuited to create

alarm. Even her affeftlon to her children,

and the zeal with which (he watched over

their conduft, and their interefls, was ma-

iicioufly turned into a crime, and reprcr

fented as an evidence of her ambitious

Tiev/s, By caluranies fuch a^ thefe the

hatred
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hatred of Livia was rekindled; and though

it was long fmce Tiberius and flie had been

on terms of friendfhip, fuch numerous

clianncls for communicating her fentiments

ftill remained open, that he was eafily made

partaker of her jealoufy and refentment,

A circumflance foon occurred, which

was particularly well calculated to work

upon the tyrant*s mind. The pontiffs, per-

haps at thefuggeflionof Sejanus, perhaps

out of refpe6t for the young princes, had

thought proper to blend with the folemn

vows which they offered for the fafety of

the emperor, the names of Nero and Dru-

fus. The example of the pontiffs was

followed by the whole order of priefls,

and Tiberius heard with indignation that

the fons of German icus were thus exalted

to a level with himfelf. From the hints

which he had already received, Tiberius

Inftantly conceived Agrippina to be the

inftigator of the priefts in this prefumptuous

ConduO, He fent for the pontiffs, and

commanded
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commanded them, upon pain of his difplea-

fure, to fay, whether it was by folicitation,

or by menaces, that Agrippina had pre-

vailed on them to join
the names of her

fons with his. The pontiffs
declared the

innocence of Agrippina, and protefted her

total ignorance of their intentions, and by

their declaration alfuaged the rifmg tem-

peft.
Tiberius did not, however, let the

matter ftop here. He addreffed the fenatc

upon the bufmefs, and warned all the mem-

bers of that alTembly, that they ftiould be-

ware of inflaming the minds of young men

with fuch an opinion of their own confe-

quence, as could only infpire
them with

a fpirit beyond their flation.

Sejanus rejoiced
to fee that the feeds

of jealoufyhad already begun to ferment.

He was not the firfl: to fpeak; but when

Tiberius difclofed to him his fentiments

upon the fubjeft,
he did not fail, by dark

hints and infmuations, to impofe a belief

that he had long been imprelTed
with ap.

prehenfipns
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prebenfions of the mod aldrming nature.

Rome, he faid, was already divided into

fadlions. There were men—men even of

high rank—perfons of influence in the

ftate, and of authority in the armies—who

did not fcruple to avow themfclves the

partifans of Agrippina. Agrippina was

undoubtedly a virtuous woman. Her cha-

ra^ler as a wife, had, he verily believed,

been irreproachable. But her ambition—
he hoped he had been mifmformed—but

her ambition was, he feared, unbounded.

Excufes, however, ought to be made for

the weaknefs of her fex. Women are

naturally vain; and if (lie boafted of her

birth as fuperior to that of thofe to whom
(he owed allegiance, it ought to be attri-

buted to her folly. But while her pre-

tenfions were fupported by men of high

reputation,who daily increafed the numbers

of her party ; thinking people, friends

of the em.peror, and of the (late, could

not but tremble at the confequences that

mi^ht enfue!" ^ .

Sejanus



[ ^T' ]

Sejanus was too well acquainted with

the temper of his mailer, not to be alTurcd

that the fufpicions which he had thus

carefully engrafted, would, in due time,

produce their proper fruits. Tiberius

determined that the Roman nobility {li,ouId

not long be ignorant of the danger to which

they expofed themfelves by a zealous at-

tachment to the family of Germanicus.

Sejanus approved his -refolution, though at

die fame time he cxpreiTeii his deep regrer

at the cruel necc/fity that irapofed it. It

was not by the facrifice of a luke-warm

friend, or an inferior partidin, that a falu-

tary terror could be fpread : the vi(ftini

muft not only be high in ftation, but dif-

tinguiflied in characT:er, and fo apparently

deferving as to leave no room to doubt of

the real caufe of the emperor's vengeance.

In all thefe refpefts none appeared fo fie

to be fingled out for an example, as Caius

Silius. The friendfliip that had ever fub-

fided between him and Germanicus, was

known
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known to all the world: nor had death

extinguilhed his afFe^lion, fince it was (till

extended to all the dearefl: obje£^s of his

friend's rec^ard. For thefe and fimilar crimes

Silius had become particularly obnoxious*

But as the real grounds of offence were

not fuch as could be formally mentioned

in his accufation, and as his wife's con-

nexion with Agrippina, with whom fiie

was known to live in terms of the flrifteft

amity, was a fa£l: of equal notoriety, it was

expedient, in order to remove every doubt,

that Sofia, as well as Silius, fliould perifli.

Agrippina, meanv/hile, ignorant that

the net was forming in whofe meflies (he

was fo foon to be entangled, indulged in

the bright dreams of fecurity and happi-

nefs,which theprofperous circumftances of

her family, and the flattering attentions of

her friends, fo naturally infpired* Her

manners, which to thofe fhe loved were

at all times particularly engaging, were

rendered rnore attraftive by tbe affurance

of
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of her firicerlty. While the warmth of

her heart indined her to fecial intercourfe,

the ingehuoufnefs of her temper prevented

her from laying that reftraint upon the

commuQication of her fentiments, which

fufpicion, un<^er. the name of prudence, fo

often inculcates as a duty. With thofe

|he had, once; admitted , to her confidence,

Agrippina knew no referve : bat while flie

thus '.frankly declared her opinion upon

every fubjecl:,
(lie knew not that every word

was watched, and that in the attendants

on her perfon file harboured fpies who

were fuborned to betray her.

It was by her fi(ler-in-law Livilla, that

this notable atchievement had been planned*

By the afliftance of the infamous Mutilia,

(the mifl:refs of Julius Poflhumus) flie had

fucceeded in corrupting fome of the moft

favourite attendants of Agrippina, who

were not only inftru^ed to give a faithful

report of all that pafTed, but to endeavour

to lead to the introduction of fuch topics,

as



[ ^0 1

as when again reported to Tiberms, would

be moil likely to make a deep impreflioa

on his mind. Thefe fervile wretches per-

formed to admiration the infamous taikthat

had been alTigned them, and had an early

opportunity of evincing their diligence.

In the midft oft the mod perfeft calm

that (lie had ever experienced, when the

horizon appeared without a cloudy and nb

rifing wave gave notice of the approaching

florm, Agrippina was fuddenly awakened

from her dream of fecurity and enjoyment

by the fliipwreck of her friends! No
words can defcribe her aftoniiliment, on

receiving the firft intelligence of the accu-

fation which had been brought againft

Silius! She fcarcely could believe it poffi-

ble, that a nobleman who in the confulfliip

held the firft dignity of the ftate, Ihould

(loop fo far as to become the feivile agent

of Sejanus, and voluntarily take upon him-

felf the ofRce of public accufer. Of the

innocence of her friend flie entertained not

the
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the remotefl doubt; bur was far from

being fatisfied with his apparent want of

fpirit on the opening of the bufinefs.

Silius, ihunderftruck by the unexpected

blow, made on the firft hearing tto otbef-

appeal to juftice, than to requeft that the

trial miffbt be deferred, till the confu'l who

had become his accufer (hould be out of

office. But this would by no means have

anfwered the defigns of Tiberius, who, in

a fpeech as full of artifice as of malignity,

pleaded the precedents of former times as

an authority for the proceedings of the

conful, and concluded by giving his vote

for entering on the trial without a day*s

delay.

It may eafily be imagined what indigna-

tion this condu(5l excited in Agrippina's

ardent mind. She exclaimed againft Tibe-

rius without rcfcrve. She accufed him of

an equal portion of perfidy and ingratitude,

and did not fcruple to attribute his machi-

nations againft Silius to that abhorred

VOL. III. G pride
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pride which converts the fenfe of obliga-

tion into a caufe of hatred. "
Yes," llie

exclaimed,
"

Silius has done too much

for his country, to be forgiven! His zea-

lous loyalty to the emperor preferved his

foldiers in allegiance, when the ftandard

of revolt was; raifed in every other camp.

He by his exertions prevented the pro-

vince of Gaul from being fevered from

the Roman empire. By conquering the

renowned Sacrovir, he faved the flate.

Thefe are the crimes of Silius! thefe the

unpardonable offences he has committed!

Like Germanicus, he devoted his life

to the fervice of his country^ hke him,

he has been fuccefsfulj and like him, he

muft now perifti!"

By fuch expreffions as thefe did Agrip-

pina vent her indignation againft Tiberius,

on being made acquainted with what had

paffed in the fenate. Still, however, flie

did not believe it pofTible that the fathers

would be brought to acquiefce in the con-

demnation



C 83 ]

demnation of a man whofe conduct had

been fo meritorious. She recollected the

inftances in which they had dared to differ

in opinion from the emperor, without ap-

parently incurring his refentment; and

flattered herfelf they would not now be fo

deflitute of all fpirit, as tamely to permit

fuch a man as Silius to perifli. It is almofl

unneceiTary to fay how ill-founded were

thofe hopes by which Agrippina now en-

deavoured to revive the fmking fpirits of

her ill-fated friends. She did not recollect

that the corruption of public bodies of

men is, like the depravity of individuals,

progrellive; that even after the fenfe of

honour is extinft, fliame for a while ope-

rates as a reftraint, to keep them within

the bounds of decency j
but that when

once this feeling has been lofl:, they not

only become capable of committing all

manner of iniquity, bnt commit it
" with

greedinefs."
" The age," fays Tacitus,

was funk to the lowed depths of fordid

adulation.
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adiihtion, infomuch iliat not only the mofl

illuHirlous citizens, in order to fccure their

pre-eminence, were obliged to crouch and

bend the kneej but men of confular and

prcetorian rank, and the whole body of the

fenate, tried with emulation which fliould

be the mod obfequions flave.
* Devoted

men!' Tiberius was heard to fay, in going

from the fenate,
* devoted men! how they

rufli headlong into bondage!* Even he,

the ettemy of civil liberty, defpifed the

voluntary flave."

Such was the chara61:er of that alTembly

which was now fummoned to go through

the ^itTpty forms of juftice in the trial of

Caius Silius. Agrippina Waited with anxi-

ety for an account of the proceedings of

the day; but too foon did the tidings ar-

rive which'were to pierce her friendly heart.

Nothing could be more abfurd than the

charges brought forv/ard by the conful
;

they confided of two articles, fo frivolous

in their nature as to afford the flrongefl

tedimony
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tefllmony to the upright conduft of a man

againft whom malice could find nothing of

more importance. A fecret correfpond-

ence with Sacrovir, the Gaulifh rebel,

whom his valour had fubdued^ conflitiited

the whole of the firft charge. The fecond

was to him more ferious, as it involved

interefts far dearer than his own : in being

accufed of having connived at the acls of

rapacity and oppreffion that had been com-

mitted by his wife, he faw the fcope and

meaning of the black tranfaftion ;
and thai;

for her friendfliip to the widow of Ger-

manicus, Sofia was doomed to fuiTer. The

pride of Silius would not permit him to

enter on a defence againft charges fo un-

founded. Reding on the confcioufnefs of

his integrity, he only broke filence to ftiev/

that he was not ignorant of the quarter

from which the arm of opprefTion had

been raifed againil him. The pufiUani-

mous condu<51: of the fenate in thus bafejy

yielding themfelves as implements of a ty-

rant's
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rant's vengeance, excited in the honeft

breafl: of the foldier a degree of contempt

beyond the power of words to defcribe.

By looks alone he exprefled his indigna-

tion; but when he retired from the bar,

and reflected on the ignominy of the death

that awaited him, he felt that he had not

fortitude to fuflain the fhock. This world

was all to Silius. Fame, indeed, that

phantom of imagination, might feem to

hover over his grave, doing juftice to the

memory of the dead, and refcuing from

oblivion a name which malice had vainly

endeavoured to tarnifh. But this hope
was not of a nature that could elevate the

mind above the reach of temporal evil.

The idea it prefentcd was foothing to pride,

but it did not impart that ftrength to the

foul, which, in fimilar fituations, has been

derived from principles that enable the

chriftian to fubmit with meeknefs, and to

fuflain with fortitude, all that the
injuftice

or cruelty of his fellow-creatures can in-
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fli^l:. Silius found it impoffible to fupporc

the {Iroke of adverfe fortune with any de-

gree of firmnefs; and without any confider-

ation for her who had been the partner

of his life, and who muft by his death be

involved in deeper mifery than flie had yet

experienced, he refolved to put a period to

his exigence. The defign was fpeedily ex-

ecuted, and the unfortunate Sofia was left

to bear as (lie might be able, the accumu-

lating forrows of her defliny.

Tiberius exprelTed much indignation on

hearing that Silius had dared to efcape his

vengeance. As he had died before fen-

tence had been pronounced, his property

ought by the laws to have been fecured to

his children. In fpite of lav;r and judice

the fenate were prevailed upon to confifcate

the treafure and eflates of Silius; and no

fooner had the fentence of confifcation

paffed, than Tiberius, at the inftigation of

his minifter, feized upon the whole as a

lawful prize ! Sofia meanwhile was brought

up
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Up to receive the iniquitous fentence of her

venal judges. She was condemned to ba^

nilliment; and all that Marcus Lepidus, the

only fenator who dared to fpeak in her

behalf, could by the exertion of his elo-

quence procure in her favour, was, that

a fourth of her private property only

fliould be forfeited to the profecutors, and

that her children fhould be permitted to

enjoy the reft. Thefe children, flripped of

the fortunes of their anceilors, deprived

of all that the liberality of Auguftus had

bellowed, and of all that their father had

acquired in the courfe of fo many years

of honourable and lucrative employment,
were now to be turned adrift into the

world in a ftate of utter deftitution. While

their father's afiies were yet warm, their

wretched mother was mercilefsly torn from

their embraces. Her fentence precluded

the alleviations of friendftiip, and deprived

her of all thofe tender attentions which

might
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might have foftened the feverity of her

affliction.

Agrippina beheld from a diftance the de-

parture of her friend, and would have funk

into hopelefs forrow, had not the feehngs

of indignation and refentment roufed her

mind from the torpor of grief by emotions,

ftill more painful. She could entertain no.

doubt, that their attachment to her had

been the caufeof her friends' misfortunes;

but this confideration, though it increafed

her feelings for them, did not excite alarm

for herfelf; (he at prefent too muchdefpifed

Tiberius to fear him.

The fentiments of Agrippina would

probably have been fuggefted to Tiberius

by confcience, had every other voice been

filcnt; but not one expreffion in the warmth

of paiTion efcaped her lips, which was not

reported. Nor was it (he alone that fufier-

ed by this infernal treachery, as the friends

to whom (lie mod freely unbofomcd every

thought, were equally expofed to the ty-

rant's
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rant's refentment. Of thefe friends noue

appears to have pofTelTed a greater (liare

of her afFcdion than her coufin, Claudia

Pulchra, the widow of Quintillius Varus,

that unfortunate commander, who with his

legions periflied in Germany, as has been

related.* In the fidelity and attachment of

this relation and friend of her early youth,

Agrippina found the mod effectual confo-

lation for every forrow: the ties which

bound them to each other were knit more

clofely by every event in which either was

interefted; and the bond of mutual efteem

was indilTolubly cemented by fympathy.

The fate of Silius might operate as a

warning on the minds of thofe courdy pa-

rafues whofe attentions are raeafured out

by no other fcale than that of felf-intereft:

but Agrippina had many friends who were

fuperior to the meannefs that marks the

minions of fortune. Openly as the difpo-

fition of Tiberius had been difplayed, thefe

* See vol. i. chap, yii, were
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were not deterred, by the fear of incurring

his difpleafure, from continuing to Agrip-

pina and her family the mofl devoted at-

tachment. And while the fervile crew who

did homage to Sejanus affefled to treat her

with coldnefs or referve, flie received from

the firft characters in the empire the mod

unequivocal teflimonies of refpeCl.

Sejanus, on his part, fo far from being

mortified by the increafed zeal of Agrippi-

na's friends, fecretly rejoiced at every new

proof of her popularity, which he took

pains to exaggerate in fuch a manner as he

knew would mofl fenfibly irritate the jea-

lous temper of his mafter. By reporting

the mod illudrious citizens as her parti-

zans, he artfully prepared the way for

their dcflru£tion ;
and in thus exciting the

fears of Tiberius, kept alive a flow con-

fuming fire, which he could at pleafure

aggravate into fury.

The death of one of the twin-fons of

Prufus, which happened about this time,

tended
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tended to elate the fpirits of Sejanus, and to

infpire him with even more than ufual con-

fidence. Whether the child fell a victim to

any of the difeafes of infancy, or whether

lie was fent by a medicine from Eudamus to

his untimely grave, appears uncertain; but

as Tiberius was evidently mortified by the

event, the minifter and courtiers could not

be otherwife than overwhelmed with for-

row\ As to Agrippina, it was equally

dangerous for her upon fuch an occafion

to wear the air of grief or unconcern
; her

grief was attributed to hypocrify, her indif-

ference to the fecret triumph of ambition.

She was reprefented as exulting in the mis-

fortune which had befallen the family of

Tiberius, and boafting of the fuperior

ftrength of her own offspring; and this at

the moment when the fudden death of

her nephew had infpired the mod anxious

thoughts. She contemplated the inflabi-

lity of thofe hopes which are infpired by
the promifing appearance of the opening

bloITom,
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bloflfom, and with a mother's feelings

fliuddered at the prorpe<5l. Her fons had

indeed efcaped the dangers of infancy, but

to how many dangers were they ilill expO'

fed ? Was it not poffible, that they might

yet have reafon to envy the peaceful lot

of the fon of Drufus, cut oft before he

had tailed of the cup of mifery? Such were

the refleflions which naturally fuggcfled

themfelves to one who, like Agrippina,

had been inured to forrow. The train of

melancholy ideas to which they gave rife,

were however, diflipatcd by feelings of

an oppofite tendency, on beholding the

pretended grief of Sejanus. Agrippina

could feel nothing^ but contem.pt for artiilce

and aifeftation; and what (he fek, (he ex-

preffed with tolerable energy. It is pro-

bable that her remarks were fent home

byconfcience to thebofom of Sejanus, and

thus were made to cut even more deeply

than {he had intended ; but it is certain,

that in reporting them to Tiberius, he

took
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took care to give them fuch a turn as

bed fuited his own malicious defisins.

The emperor was made to underfland,

that the zeal which his worthy minifter

had difplayed, was particularly o.iTenfive to

Agrippina, and that if he purfued the plan

which attachment to the interefls of his

mafter's family prefcribed, he fliould incur

her everlafting refentment. All this he

declared was nothing to him, fo long as he

could render any ferviceto thofe to whom

he was devoted ; the memory of Drufus

was dear to his affe^lions
j
and he iliould

confider it his duty to watch with jea-

lous eye over the conduft of thofe who

now triumphed in the misfortunes which

fo nearly affected the imperial houfe!

By fuch infmuations, Sejanus kept alive

the refentment which had maintained a

place in the heart of Tiberius, who, flat-

tered by the apparent zeal of his minider,

loft no opportunity of attaching him ftill

further to his interefts. Honours, fuch as

never
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never before had been conferred on a per-

fon of equal rank, were lavllhed on the

unworthy favourite. The command of

the pretorian bands, thofe domeflic troops

which were at once the fupport of defpo-

tifm and the dread of thedefpot,raifcd him

to a degree of power fuperior to control.

His image, ftationed befide the gods of the

camp, was worfliipped by the foldicrsl

Nor did the idolatrous homage of the pre-

torians fati«fy his pride; a formal per-

milTion was granted by Tiberius, and rati-

fied by the fenate, for having the flatue

of Sejanus'ere6ted in the theatre ofPom-

pey, bc^de thofe of the illuftrious heroes

pf former times; and fuch adepts were the

Romans now become in the art of flattery,

ihat the image, of the miniiier had as many

v.'orfliippers
as thofe of the gods.

Thefe accumulated honours eiated the

fpirit.of Sejanus ;
but they brought not

ihe fvveets of contentment to his heart.

Th^^more that his pride was inflamed by

profperity,
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profperlty, the lefs did he tafte of fatlsfac^

lion; but inftead of reflecting, that in his

own malignant paffions he might find the

true caufe of his infelicity, it was Agrip*

pina and her family that he looked upon
as the fource of all his difcontent. While

they continued to flourifli, they prefented

fuch an obflacle to his ambitious views,

as darkened every profpeCt of enjoyment;

could they be removed, his happinefs

would doubtlefs be compleat !

In the gloomy mind of Tiberius, Seja-

nus perceived a ftill greater degree of un-

eafmefs and diffausfa£iion than he himfelf

experienced; and it mufl- be confeffed,

that in having a definite oh]c£t to which

he might ftill direft his views, he poffeffed

an advantage over his mailer, who had

already arrived at all that ambition could

defire.

Tiberius was fatiated with power ; but

notwithftanding that fatiety, he continued

to experience the voracious cravings of

ungratified
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ungratliied felf-will, and was impelled by a

fenfe of mifery to feek in the indulgence of

every prefent paffion for that relief which

the wicked are ddomed for ever to purfue,

and never to obtain. Cruelty, which had

at firft been only an Attendant on the defire

of revenge, was now gradually advancing

by indulgence into the rank of a primary

paffion, in the gratification of which his

depraved heart tafted a feverifti joy. Tho*

he delighted not in the good-will of his

fellow-creatures, he failed not to hate

thofe by whom he fufpe^ted himfelf to be

detefled ;
and with the reflleffnefs of fufpi-

cion, endeavoured to pry into the fecret

thoughts of men concerning his a£lioiis.

Sejanus, taking advantage of this difpdfi-

tion, recommended himfelf by the addrefs

with which he marftialled a regular band

of fpies and informers, who, by making to

him a report of all that pafled at the tables

of the fenators and other diflinguiftied citi-

zens, laid all Rome at his mercy. So low

VOL. HI. H were
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were the Romans now funk, that the trade

of an informer a£lually came into repute:

and men who had bafely betrayed the

facred duties impofed by hofpitality and

friendihip, nay even thofe who had fold

the blood of their fellow-citizens, were

received into what was then filled by the

votaries of fafliion the hejl company. It

is almoft needlefs to remark, that morals

muft indeed have been at a low ebb, when

the fortune acquired by the bafefl of

aftions, could pave a way into fociety for

him who had committed it. But the love

of pleafure had now fucceeded to the love

of glory, and pleafure is fo little difcrimi-

nating in its choice of alTociates, as to think

none unwelcome who can contribute to

the felfifli gratification of the prefent hour!

CHAP.
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CHAPTER IV.

Miscellaneous Events and Observations.-^

LiVILLA prevails onSEJANUS to ask her

in Marriage of the Emperor ; Tiberius

re/uses his Conse?it.—Increasing Tyranny
o/" Tiberius; his Discontent.—'Arts of

Sejanus.—Prosecution of the Historian

Cremutius Cordus.—Prosecution of
Claudia Pulchra.—Zeal of Agrip-

piNA.—Her behaviour ^o Tiberius,

A. D. 24—26.

AGRIPPINA
could neither be in-

fenfible to the calamities which

threatened the public, nor to the perils by
which (he was herfelf cncompaffed. Both

were frequently the fubjeft of ferious con-

verfation with her friends. But though

untainted with that frivolity which can

lightly
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lightly difmifs from the mind every impor-

tant obje^l, as foon as the contemplatioil

becomes painful, flie enjoyed, in common

with all perfons of the fame temperament,-

that happy elaflicity of fpirits, which pre-

vents the mind from fmking under the

view of evils that are uncertain or remote.

In the delightful certainty of poffefling,

and in the ftlll more delightful confciouf-

nefs of deferving, the efleem a»d attachment

of her friends, {he. had a fund of happinels

on which (he drew for prefent enjoyment:

and if the tears of fympathy were often

made to flow, the feelings that produced

them, by increafmg the tendency to bene-

volence, mufl have increafed that tranquil

fatisfafiion, which is the fureft bafis of

felicity. Of this pure and fertile fource

of happinefs, the machinations of her ene-

mies could never have deprived her, had

(he been able to control the turbulence of

the vindiftive paiTions, and to fubdue the

pride l^y
which they were fo often kindled.

Injuftice
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Injuftlce
and perfidy might then have ex-

cited her indignation and abhorrence,

without producing the violent emotions of

anger, hatred, or revenge. Miftrefs of

thefe, Agrippina might indeed have been

an ob]e£l of envy to Tiberius, for all his

malice could not then have utterly de°

ftroyed her peace.

To a fuperficial obferverTiberius would

at this time have appeared the object of

univerfal love. In proportion as the ty-

ranny which he had eftabliflied became

odious and fevere, flattery became more

fervile and afGduous. At firft he was only

(tiled the beji ofprinces^ he was now to be

worfliipped as a god. Ambaflfadors from

the further Spain arrived at Rome with

the humble petition of the province, which

prayed for leave to build a temple to the

emperor and his mother, where they might

receive the adoration of the people. Tibe-

rius declined the honour, but thought it

neceffary to apologife to the fenate for this



r 102 ]

aiH: of felf-denial
; which was blamed by

fome as a fpecies of falfe modefty unwor-

thy of his fiiuation, in which the love of

glory ought to be the primary principle.

Such were the notions then entertained

concerning the objects of a glorious am-

bition! The fentiments of Tiberius were

indeed in this refpecl more jufl than thofe

of his contemporaries. In his fpeech to

the ambalTadors, delivered in the fen^te,

he obferves, that " to be worfliipped iii

the efteem and aifeftions of men would be
the befl and mod lading monument; and

that piles of done and drudures of marble,
when the idol in the judgment of poderity
rifes to execration, are mere charnel-houfes

that moulder into ruin." It feems ex.

traordinary that a man who could fo well

perceive the path that leads to folid fame,
fhould have in his anions gone fo widely

adray from it!

Compliments that were fo evidently paid
to the power of the fovereign, would not

be
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be likely to oiFend the prejudices of Agrip-

pina. When Sejanus became the object

of adulation, the cafe was extremely differ-

ent. She regarded the diftinftions whh
which he was already honoured, as de-

rogatory to the dignity of the imperial

houfe; and could not think with patience,

that a man of his humble origin fliould

prefume to appear upon a footing with the

young Caefars. To his plans of further

exaltation (lie was as yet a flrangerj but

thefe were in due time developed.

Two years had now elapfed fmce the

death of Drufusj and Livilla, tired of

the reftraint which the fear af difcovery

impofed on her fecret connexion with

Sejanus, urged him to the bold ftep of

afking her in marriage of the emperor.

The crafty minifter, who feared that he

might rifk his credit with Tiberius by a

propofal fo apparently audacious, refifted

for fome time her entreaties; but at length

the dread of her violeoce, and the irkfome-

nefs
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nefs of her importunities, prevailed; and

as the etiquette of the court did not permit

him to fpeak upon any fubjeft which had

not been introduced by the emperor^ he

was obliged to make the requeft in writing;

His letter, which was in the form of a

memorial, exhibits fuch an eKcellent pattern

of courtly hypocrify, deceit, and falfliood,

as creates a pity for thofe who by an ele-

vated fituation are thus expofed to the arts

of fraud and flattery.

He begins by afluring Tiberius,
" that

the favours he had received fo much en-

groffed his faculties, that he was now

accuftomed, inllead of fupplicating the

gods, to offer up his prayers to the prince j"

a confcfTion which deferves fome credit, oa

account of its honefly! What immediately

follows is of a more common complexion.

*.'ii^ never was ambitious of rank or fplen-

dour. To watch day and night, like a

common centinel, over the life of his fove-

reign, vvas ;he only honour he. had ever

fought.
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fought : and yet a mark of the highefl

diflin6tion had been conferred upon him.

The emperor had deemed him not unwor-

thy an alliance with the imperial houfe.

His prefent hopes were buik on that foun-

dation: and asAuguflus had once thoughts

of giving his daughter to a Roman knight,

he prefumed to offer his humble requefl,

that if a new match was defigned for Li*

villa, Tiberius would gracioufly think of a

friend, who would bear in mind a due

fenfe of the favour conferred upon him.

To ftielter his family from the animofity of

Agrippina, was the objeft he had in view.

He felt for the danger to which his child-

ren were expofed through her refentraent ;

but as for himfelf, if he died in the fervice

of his prince, he fliould die content, and

full of years."*

To this mem.orial Tiberius did not think

fit to grant an immediate anfwer; but as

he teftified no difpleafure at the contents.

*
Tacitus.

Sejanus
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Sejanus and Livilla put that conftruftioQ

upon his iilence which was mod confonant

to their wifties.

At length the emperor thought fit to

explain his fentiments, and in his com-

ments on the letter of Sejanus gave fuch

a proof of penetration, as tends to increafe

our amazement, that he who could fo ealily

detect difliraulation, fliould be fo deficient

in wifdom as to pra^ife it.

As to Agrippina he very juftly obferves,
*' that (taking her refentments againfl Se-

janus for granted) they mufl be augmented,

if by his marriage with Livilla fhe faw the

imperial family divided into faflions. Even

at prefent," he faid,
" female jealoufies

made a fcene of tumult and difl:ra£l;ion. The

fons of Germanicus were involved in thefe

difputes. Should the marriage be allowed,

what but perpetual difcord would be the

confequence?'*

Of Livilla's preference forSejanus,Tibe-

rius feems not to have entertained the mod

didant
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diftant idea. He on the contrary ridicules

'his minifter for imagining, that fhe, the

widow of Caius Casfar, and of Drufus,

would (loop to receive the hand of a Ro-

man knicrht; or if (he married him, that

file would remain faithful to a man fo

greatly her inferior. Nor did he fpare

the boafted humility of Sejanus, nor fail

to remind him of the envy which his ele-

vation had excited, and of the danger to

which his too afpiring views might lead.

At lad J as if it had been impoffible for

him to proceed in the plain path to fmce-

rity, he .concludes with oblique hints of

fome dill dearer tie, in which he wiflies to

bind Sejanus to himfelf—as there v/as no

honour to which he was not entitled by his

virtues, and by his zeal i"

It is polTible that Sejanus was by no

means inconfolable on account of the dif-

appointment of his hopes, fo far as they

concerned his union with a woman, of

whofe fociety he had probably long been

fatiated:
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fatiated: but the mortification thus glvea

to his ambition was extremely fevere. It

was augmented by the apprehenfions which

the hints contained in the anfwer of Tibe-

rius were calculated to infpire. The court

that was paid him by the great, his crowded

levees, the frequency and magnificence of

his entertainments, had evidently not ef-

caped the notice of the emperor, and had

poffibly produced in his breaft a jealoufy

which might have fatal confequences.

To thefe confiderations were added

others no lefs urgent, which naturally arofe

from the confcioufnefs of ?uik. While

Tiberius remained at Rome, there was flill

a pofTibility of dete<5lion. The friends of

Agrippina were numerous and watchful,

and would not fail to counteract his defigns

againfl: her family, by expofing ihem to

the notice of the emperor, who, fliould he

once fufpetfl: his felfilh motives and ambi-

tious views, would without remorfe confign

him to djeftru£tion. The only hope of

fecurity
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fecurlty In which he could put any confi-

dence, was in the mifanthropical difpofition

of his mafter, which he flattered himfelf he

might with Httle addrefs be able to turn to

his own advantage.

' To alTuage the conflant irritation of a

mind at war with itfelf, was the tallc that

had been impofcd upon Sejanus by his

fituation ;
but like an interefled empiric he

hadjin the medicines heemployedjconfulted

the momentary gratification of his patient^

and did not fcruple to increafe the malady

while he fatisfied the cravings of difeafe.

To gratify the jealoufy that had been ex-

cited againft Agrippina, Caius Silius and

his wife had been facrificed; but the cru-

elty and injuflice
of this tranfa<^ion, far

from allaying the ferment of the paflions

in which they had originated, augmented

their fury. The confcioufnefs of the judg-

ment that would be palTed upon his conduct

in the minds of the thinking and impartial,

increafed his hatred of the human race;

and
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and that the defire of revenge might not

be un gratified, a variety of profecutions

were inftituted a^ainfl individuals of illuf-

trioiis rank and unblemiftied reputation.

Of ihefe, fome by a voluntary death ef-

caped condemnation, and others pafTed

into exile. The implements of tyranny

were multiplied; and fo great was the en-

couragement given to informers, that a

villain of the name of Vibius Serenus came

forward, under the protection of the tm^ ,

peror, as the accufer of his own father!"
•

Far from (bedding a beam of confolation

on Tiberius, thefe deeds of horror increafed

the darknefs of his troubled fpirit. The

creatures of Sejanus were obliged to exert

their alacrity in order to difcover crimes;

of a new fpecies; and as profecutions for ^

words confidentially uttered in the freedom

of converfaiion had become too commoi*  

to have any novelty, the writings of men :

of genius were to be ranfacked by inform-

ers for matter of accufation.

Cremutius



I.
»» )

Cremutius Cordus, who had lately pub-

liftied a feries of annals held in high efti-

mation by the learned, had incurred the

hatred of Sejanus by the feverity of his

remarks upon fome parts of his conduct;

and as the character of Cordus gave weight

to farcafms which were pointed by wit,

and thrown with the force of truth, he

could not poffibly be forgiven. His hif-

tory, which had been read and approved

of by Auguftus, was in every one's hands j

and little did the unconfcious author dreani.

that the work from which he had hitherto

derived fo much honour and renown, was

to be converted into the inftrument of his

deflruftion.

Cordus, who wrote for pofterity, had

exerted the privilege of an hiftorian in

fpeaking with truth and freedom of the

charafters of the preceding age. Encou-

raged by the example of Livius, whofe

eloquent encomiums on the enemies of

Auguftus had attrafled the admiration,

but
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but never excited the enmity of that let-*

tered prince, he had indulged the feelings

infpircd by refpe^l for the ancient conftitu-

tion of his country, in pourtraying the

characters of its friends ; and had (tiled

Brutus and Caffius the laji cf the Romans.

For this fentiment, a profecution, direfted"

by Sejanus, was now commenced againft

the honed: hiftorian before the emperor
and ihefenate, on the law of violated ma-

jefly
—a la,w fo perfe(5lly accommodating,

as to fit every fpecies of offence*

Cordus undertook his own defence; but

though among the fenators he could not

fail to have many intimate friends, and a

ftill greater number of well-wifliers, he no

fooner cad his eyes on the (tern counte-

nance of Tiberius, than he beheld his

doom. He well knew that againd the

determined will of the emperor none would

dare to rife; thatfociety was now too cor-

rupt to pay regard to truth; and that it is

only where the love of juflice is fo pow-
erful
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erful as to outweigh the paltry fears of

coward felfiflinefs, that innocence can

hope to be vindicated
^

in the teeth of au-

thority.

Thefc confiderations did not difmay the

daumlefs fpirit of the hiftorian, or prevent

him from pleading his caufe with as much

iirmnefs as if he had been fupported by
the hope of fuccefs. After examining the

precedents of former limes, and drawing a

happy contraft between the generous con-

du£t of Auguflus, in protefling and en-

couraging literature, and the meannefs of

Tiberius in manifefting jealoufy towards

it, he thus proceeds:
—" From Greece I

draw no precedents; in that country not

only liberty but even licentioufnefs was en-

couraged. He who felt the edge of fatire,

knew how to retaliate; words were re-

venged by words. When public charac-

ters have paiTed away from the ftage of

life, and the applaufe of friendfhip as well

as the malice of enemies is heard no more,

VOL. III. I it
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it has evet'bten thfe pfei-Ogative tf hiflory

to rejti%e their adioTis." 'Bl^uttis ;ahd

Claffius are not now at 'fhe htad xA' armi^ ;

they are not encamped on the plairis 'of

iPhili-ppi. Can I affift "their-'carfe? Have

1 harangued the people, 'of 'incited them

to take up arms? It is now more than

fixty years fmce thofe two extraordinai-y

men perifned by the fword : from that time

they have been feen in tlieit bnfts and

flatnes; thofe rertiains the very conc^iferor

fpared, and hiftory has b^en juft to theh*

memory. Pofterity allows lo every tnah

his true value and his proper honours. You

may, if you will, by your judgment alfe^

my life; but Brutus and Caffius will be

flill remembered, and my name will attend

their triumph."

While Cordus fpoke, the fcowl of dif-

pleafure Tat upon the dark brOw of Tibe-

rius, and aggravated every gloomy feature

of hisTavage countenance. Too wife not

to feel the truths that were uttered, and

too ungenerous not "to hate the man who
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had courage to pronounce them, he would

have rejoiced in the certainty of having

driven this champion for liberty of fentU

ment to the neceflity of laying violent

hands upon his life, had he not perceived

that fame was dearer to him than exiftence.

From the intrepidity of his mein, and the

indignant air with which he withdrew from

the fenate, Tiberius few that Cordus had

made up his mind to die, in the confciouf-

nefs that his reputation would furvive him;

and this idea added the pang of envy to

the other torments of the tyrant's breaft.

Nor could even the knowledge of the pain-

ful death chofen by the man he had per-

fecuted, afford him confolation, fmce he

heard at the fame time of his fufferings,

and of the conftancy with which he had

endured them.*

In vain did judgment whifper to Tibe-

rius, that by perfecuting the author, he

had enhanced the value of his work, and

*
Note.D.. by
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by giving a greater publicity to his fenti-

ments, had induced a drifter examination

of their truth; the voice of pallion fpoke

louder than that of reafon, and though

confcious of the futility of the fentence, he

prevailed upon the fathers to ordain that

the annals of Cremutius Cordus fliould be

committed to the flames. The book was

accordingly burned by the a^diles, and all

the copies in the poirefTion of individuals

ordered to be deflroyed.

While many through fear, and many

from the fervile fpirit of adulation, com-

plied with the requifition, Marcia, the

daughter of the hiftorian, infpired by a

filial regard for the memory of her father,

at the rifque of her life, preferved his

work from deflruftion. The copies which

{he had dexteroufly contrived to fecrete,

were afterwards produced and multiplied;

and fucceeding tyrants might from this

example have learned the truth of the ob-

fervation of Tacitus, that "
by profcribing

talents, they recorded their own difgrace.
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and gave the writer a palTport to immor-

tality.'*

We cannot imagine that Agrippina

could remain an unmoved fpeftator of

events fo interefting. Embued from her

carlieft years with a refpeft for literature,

and an admiration of the genius which

adorned its various walks, a man fo cele-

brated as Cremutius Cordus could not

have efcaped her notice 5
nor could the

congeniality of their fentiments fail to pro-

dtice a mutual efteem. That tafte for the

converfation of perfons of talents, which

in the life-time of Germanicus (he had fo

much improved, andfo fully indulged, was

ftill to Agrippina a primary fource of en-

joyment. Her table was the refort of the

wife and the learned; and as liberality of

fentimentis the offspring of knowledge and

genius, thofe who were mod friendly to

literature were generally found to be the

warmed friends of freedom. The attack

upon Cordus was beheld by perfons of this

defcription
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defcriptloft with all the indignation which

meanncfs can produce in the minds of the

geriei'ous; But when it proceeded to a

trial J and the unfortunate author fell a

v'l&m to that liberality of opinion which

had hitherto diftinguiflied the writings of

every Roman who had any pretenfions to

genius, it was felt that the wound given

to liberty was without hope of cure.

'The prejudices in favour of the ancient

forttj of gox-^rnrtient were (till fo ftrong, as

to create a veneration for the name of li-

berty in numbers who were In praftice

the rtiofl fervile flaves. Such perfons might

be Warmed to enthufiafm in fpeaking on

the favourite topic, without being confcious

of inconfiftency; and Agrippina, whofe

feelings were too ardent to permit her

ftriflly to examine how far the fentiments

6f thofe who pleafed her correfpondcd

with their actions, was thus frequently led

to give her opinion upon the conduft of

Tiberius with unguarded freedom, where

prudence
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th%t,{lie faid was loft. Every fentiment (he

uuersd, every opinion v\^hlch (he gave

upon the occurences of the day, were car-

ried to and treafured up by Sejanus, to

be produced to the emperor at fuch feafons

as. when, from the previous irritation of his

mind, they were Hkely to make the deep-

g(| impreffion.

In his endeavours to exafperate the mind

of Tiberius, Sejanus, befides the projeftcd

ruin of Agrippina, had another favourite

objeft in view. He hoped that by a fenfe

of mifery Tiberius would be driven from

Rome to feek in folitude that peace, which

the guilty bofom is doomed for ever to feek

in vain. Every event which occurred

in^reafed his hopes of fuccefsj for from

every event Tiberius felt an acceffion to

the pangs of difcontent. Profecutions were

multiplied, but every fucceffive aft of ty-

ranny, inflead of allaying, increafed the

vindictive paffions which it had been in-

tended
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tended to gratify. He knew iii'"eVss?^

a^- of d>^]!>reffic>n
his conduft muft be con-

demned^ yet cbuld^ not beai- to hear that

it'wasTo'j without feeling all the fury of

tefentiWetif. Scjanus feduloully watched

fot'-ffibfe filoments, to contrail the cares

and charms of government with theplea-

fures of rural folitudef where, free-froni

all the little anxieties that deflroyed the

relifli of ei>joyment^^ he who was raafter of

of- the World might tafte all the gratifica-'

tions it- could yield. Tiberius lillened to

thefe iTifihuations with apparent fatisfa£lionj

but had not at prefent made up his mind

to quitting the bufy fphere of bufinefs. His

reven^'c had not yet been fatiated.

Agrippina lived refpefted and beloved.

Her friends were dill numerous; nor had

the death of Silius, and the ruin of his fa-

mily, been fufficient to warn them of the

danger of evincing an attachment to her

jntereds. Another example was flill ne-

ceffary. Silius and Sofia had only been

connedled
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mmie£ted with her in the ties of friendihip;

the next viftim fhould be not only dear to

Jier afFedion, but near to her in blood. By
futlra ftroke her haughty fpiric would be

humbled, and (he would perceive that in

was not her being the defcendant of Au-

guilus, which could protef^ her from the

vengeance due to pride and infolence.

The intentions of Tiberius were no foonel-

communicated to his minider, than that

worthy favourite gave a new proof of his

zeal in the ardour with which he^^ntercd

into the plan ;
while he fecretly determined

that the dell:ru6lion of Agrippina's friend

fliould be a prelude to her own. By his

diligence a- proper inftrument was foon dif-

covered for their purpofe. A prciligate

orator who had lately filled the office of

prsetor, but v/ho now out of employm.ent

Was likely to fall into that negleft which

he dreaded more than infamy, was bafe

enough to proflitute his name and talents

in
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in tlie fupport of a charge which he knew

to be as falfe as it was wicked.

When the fabrication was prepared,

and had received the approbation of his

employers, this man flood forth in. the fe-

nate, and with all due formality accufed

Clauditi Pulchra, the coufm of Agrippina,

with a defign to poifon the emperor, and

with the fecret pra«Sice of fpells
and incan-

tations. To thefe charges which came

within the conftru^lion of violated ma-

jeRy, that of adultery was added; which,

though no better founded than the others,

had this advantage, that it afforded Seja-

nus an opportunity of gratifying his ma-

hce againft Furnius, the perfon named as

her feduccr.

The widow of Varus heard with afto-

niiliment of the danger in which llie was

involved. Twenty-feven years had elapfed

fines the h).iiband of her youth had periflied

by the hands of the barbarians, leaving to

her tendernefs the protc£lion of their infant

fon,
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who had lince then been her chief pride

and confolation. Next to her fon, the

perfon who held the dearefl place in her

afFeaions was Agrippina. Their near

ajfinity had given them a common ince-

reft in all the misfortunes of their race;

the feelings which it might on fiich occa-

fions have been imprudent or unfafe to

communicate to friends lefs interefled, they

could freely pour into each other's bofom;

fo that the bonds of amity had been knit

])Y long and mutual confidence. Age and

early misfortunes had given to Claudia fo

much prudence and modei-ati.on, as en-

hanced the value of her friend&ip.to her

more impetuous coufm; who on her part

had wifdom to perceive,
and candour to

acknowledge, the ineftimable advantage of

having fuch a monitor.

Claudia indantly perceived, that though

fkc received the blow, the wound was

meant for Agrippina. Confcious that

flie was known to be innocent by her ac-

cufers,
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cufcrs, and would not be believed guilty

even by the judges who were about to

eoiidemtl her^ (lie appears not to have

made any attempt to vindicate herfelf^ or

to roufe her friends in her defence. But

while Claudia in calm defpair reiigned Iier-

feif to farsfc, Agrippina, fired with indigna^

tion, and!ofing-in her fears for her friend

ail i regard to her own fafety, obeyed the

immediate' 'itepulfe of her feelings. She

flew to 'the' palace, and not there finding

Tiberius, ruihed to the place of facrifice^

where 'he waS' then employed in offering a

viftim to the manes of Au^uftus.

Breathlefs, agitated, yet (lillin the mldft

of agitation '^sreferving dignity, flie ac-

colted him in a tone of remonftrance and

reproach. ''How inconfiftent," cried flie,

"
is the piety, that while it flays viclims

to the memory of AuguRus, perfecntes

his pofterityl- What are thefe fenfelefs

flatues that you adore ? Are they animated

with the fpirit of Auguflus? No. His

defcendanis
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defcendants are the only true and living

images; yet they
—

they whofe veins are

warm with his celeftiai blood:—(land trem-

bling on the brink of ruin! Why is Claudia

Pulchra devoted to deilrudion? What

crime has flie committed ? She has loved

Agrippina ! alas, too fondly loved herl

That is her only crime. Improvident wo-

man! fhe might have remembered Sofia

undone and ruined for no other reafon!"*

Stung by reproaches, which were at

once fo keen and fo defcrved, Tiberius

darted on Agrippina a look fully expref-

five of his malice and refentment. After

a moment's paufe he took her hand, and

with an ironical fneer, infinitely more

infulting than the vehemence of rage, re-

peated a quotation from a Greek poet to

this effecl :
" My dear child, do you

think yourfelf injured, becaufe you do not

reignr"! Then turning his back upon

the princefs, walked fullenly away. She

* Tacitus. t Suetonius. tOO
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too plainly faw that there was for Claudia

now no hope : and the cruel certainty that

affeftion for her was the fole caufe of her

friend's calamity, pierced her to the quick.

Her fufferings were not in this inftance

augmented by fufpenfe, for (o rapidly was

the profecution of Claudia urged on, that

her fentence was almoft immediatdy pro-

nounced. Whetiier by that fentence die

was condemned to death cr banifliment,

does not very clearly appear. She was in

either way equally loil to Agrippina.

While any poffibility remained of faving

her friend, Agrippina's fpirits had been

fupporied by exertion
; they now funk into

the torpor of defpair. A fevere fit of

illnefs, brought on by grief and agitation,

threatened her life
;
but her conftitution,

which had never been enfeebled by luxury,
refilled the attack, and flie ilowly recovered

to talie of future ills. While flill weak-

ened by ficknefs, flie received a vifit of

condolence from the emperor. At the

fight
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fight of him, the recolle^liioii of Clan*

dia's fufferings 'ruflied upon her heart:

her voice failed : the powers of fpeech

were lofl: flie remained fixed in fjence,

while floods of tearsflreamed from her eyes-.

Tiberius, who could be at no lofs to

guefs the caufe of thefe forrows, appeared

not to regard them. He at length, how-

ever, made fome obfcrvation, which, by

piquing her refentment, gave a new im-

pulfe to her feelings. She fpoke, but

though it was in the tone of fupplication,

every word (lie uttered, conveyed to Tibe-

rius the keennefs of reproach. She com-

plained of being forlorn and unprote^ed:

faid,
" that as a widow (he was defti-

tute of all intereft ;
and that for a woman

of honour furrounded by enemies there

was no refource, but in the conjugal flate.

The feafon of her youth (file remarked)

was not entirely paffed; and there were at

Rome citizens of illuftrious rank, who

would with pride take the widow and

children
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children of Germanlcus undtr their pro-

te£tion."*

This propofal implied the feverefl: re-

proof to Tiberius, on whom, according to

the laws and cuftoms of Rome, the pro-

tedion of Agrippina and her children had

on the death of Germanicus devolved.

Her charafter was too far removed from

every fufpicion of levity to render her mo-

tives doubtful. She felt that the place

which was due to her as the defcendant of

Auguflus, file was not permitted to fill.

But that her pretenfions were fuch as if

tmited to any powerful £imily in the (late

would be fufiiciently formidable. In hold-

ing out this threat, it is probable that

Agrippina was influenced by no other

motive than that of gratifying her prefent

feelings, by what (lie knew would be un-

pleafing to thofe of Tiberius. It was

footliing to her pride to have it thus in her

power to vex him, and flie eagerly feized

Note E
tlie
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the opportunity, totally forgetful of what

might be the confequences. The empe-

ror, who was a better dilTembler, pretended

to liften with calm indifference, and made

no reply to her remonftrance j which how-

ever did not fail to increafe his jealoufy of

her ambitious views, and to add fuel to

his former hatred. He left her without

any apparent difpleafure; but for that rea-

fon fhe might have known that rage was

rankling in his heart.

VOL. HI. K CHAP>
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CHAPTER V.

Julia, /'//zd Wife o/'Nero^ her Treacher?/,
—^Agrippina's Interview with Afer;
her Behaviour at the Table of Tiberius.

—The Emperor's Departure from Rmne;

hisLife saved by Sejanus; his Jealousy of

Nero; consequent Unhappiness ofAghiF'

FiNA.'-^Generous Conduct of "Vii in s Sa*

BINUS,

A. D. 25—27.

npHE power of Tiberius was now fo

-*
firmly eftablifhed, that nothing but

the coward fears of confcience could have

made him entertain a moment's apprehen-
fion concerning the

poJlTibility of its being
ever difputed. What was flill preferved

of the forms of the ancient conflitutioQ

only ferved to ftrengthen his authority.

To
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To his decrees the fcnate lent Its iiarae 5

&nd that afferably which had formerly givea

laws to the world, was now content to be

occupied with the humbler talk of liftening

to the evidence of fpies and informers.

The fountains of honour and of deftruftion

were equally at his command. The laws

had no other interpreter than his will,

which was not only obeyed without de-

mur, but anticipated by all the obfe^ui-

oufnefs of flattery.

Tiberius, jealous as he was of oppofition,

could perceive the difference between the

abjeft fubmijGion of fear, and the willing

obedience of affedion. He knew not whai

it was to be faluted by the joyful accla-

jnations of a free and happy people, hail-

ing ia their fovereign the guardian of their

rights, and the palladium of conftitutional

liberty! He hated flattery; yet dill mor4?

deeply hated that gloomy filence which

told him how unpopular his anions wei-e.

When he coEtrafted the h^artfek attach-

ment
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'nlent ilicvVn to Agrippina by her friends,

with the condraint and dilTimulation which

all who approached him feemed to labour

under; when he remembered how Germa-

tiicus was loved, and how dear his children

ilill were to the people ;
it was not the

apparent fubmilTion of all ranks of men to

his authority, that could fpeak peace to his

heart. Tiberius had too much penetration

to believe it to be in the power of Agrip-

pina and her children to overthrow his

government, or to do him any perfonal

injury; his terrors and alarms were there-.

fore only feigned, and made ufe of as a

cloak to conceal his malignity. By men

of difcefnment, the real caufe of his anti-

pathy was found in the popularity which

flill attended the family of Germanicus.

'Sejanus, by whofe care the feeds of

jealoiify which he had fo carefully fownt

were mofl: affiduoufly cultivated, took every

means to facilitate their growth. The pe-

culiar aifedion manifefled by Agrippina

towards
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towards her eldeft fan,, afforded-liiin an

opportunity of implicating him with his

mother in all her pretended offences. The

mild and amiable manners of this deferving

young man were reprefented to Tiberius as

the fpecious artifices of refined hypocrify:

his virtues were conyerted into crimes; and

the filial, affeftion with which he returned

the partiality of a fond- parent, (;onJ[lrued

into a certain proof of a cheiiflied hatred

to the emperor.

Little did Agrippina imagine, while in

the fulnefs of her heart (lie poured its for-

rows into the bofcm of this darling fon,

that (he was aflifling Sejanus in laying a

train for hisdeftrufliion, But Nero, though

he poffefled not the energy of her chara^ler,

had all its fincerity and opennefs. Fond

of his young wife, and relying with unfuf-

picious confidence on her prudence and

fidelity, he concealed not from her any of

the fendments or feelings of his heart. Of

%\ih confidence Julia was, alasl unworthy.

Never
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Never having imbibed thofe fentiments of

honour,which would have mad€ her (hrink

with horror from betraying a truft fo facred,

Ihe thought there could be no harm in

repeating to her niothefwhat fhe had heard

from her hufband. The vanity of ftiewing

how far Ihe had been trufled, had probably

its (hare in the treachery. But as it has hap-

pened in a thoufand other inftances, wh^t

was begun In levity <fnded in guHt; alnd {he

who had at firft betrayed the confidence

repofed in her, with no other view thaii to

gratify an idle vanity, was led by degrees

to be accelTary to her hufband's ruin,
'

Opportunities of complaining of the

ieverity of a government which delighted

in blood, were never wanting ; nor was the

private life of Tiberius fuch as to efcape

the feverity of cenfure. "Uniting in him-

felf the vices of every oppofite character,

he was not more remarkable for the gloomy

ynfociablenefs of his temper, than for the

groiTaefs
of licentioufnefs. The unreJent-

ing
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jag aufterlty with which he condemned the

failings of others, would in a perfon of

unblemifhed manners have been revered as

proceeding from a zeal for virtue; but Jn

him it was regarded as the ebullition of a

tyrant's fpleen, who could not b^arthat

any but himfelf Ihould enjoy the privilege

of being vicious. Notwithftanding the

veil of decency which he had as yet en-

deavoured to throw over his conduifV, and

which he had no doubt concealed it from

the world, his profligacy did not pafs un-

detefted; and the knowledge of this cir-

cumflance was only wanting to complete

his averfion to Rome, and to fix his deter-

mination of leaving it for ever. The

difcovery was at length made, and in a

manner fufficiently mortifying, .;,
-
-,^, =

Prefiding, as was ufual, in the fenate,

Tiberius had one day the fatisfa£^tion of

feeing a military officer ftand forward as

the accufer of Montanus, a man celebrated

for wit and talents, and on that account

particularly
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particularly obnoxious to him who dreaded

the one as much as he envied the other*

The wretch, who, forgetting the honour

of a foldier, had (looped to exercife the

infamous profellion of a fpy, accufed the

unfortunate wit of having fpbken words

injurious to the emperor. As he was the

principal witnefs, he refolved to fpare no

pains in eflablifhing the charge; and there-

fore went into the mofl: circumftantial and

minute detail of all that had been faid at

the convivial meeting, when the words al-

leged againft Montanus had been fpoken.-

Tiberius, who had at firfl liftened to

the informer with favage pleafure, was

transformed to fury, when he heard how

freely the anions of his public and of his

private life were canvaffed by thofe who,
in his pride, he had imagined too much

intimidated by his greatnefs, to dare pro-

nounce his name but with the reverence

due to the divinities they adored. The
fenators obferving the agitation of Tibe-

berius.
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rlus, and dreadin? the effeds of his wrath,

endeavoured to drown the voice of the

witnefs by making fo much noife as they

hoped might prevent him from being

heard, bin in vainj the foldier*s voice

was firong and powerful, and the more

they coughed and groaned, the more ef-

fectually did he exert its flrength.

The ears of Tiberius were grated by
the repetition of cenfures, which were not

the lefs difa2:reeable from his confciouf-

nefs of their truth. He heard with indi?-

nation that the rigour of profecuiions was

imputed not to juftice, but to revenge j

and that his cruelties had already rendered

him odious. He did not, however, lofe

all command of temper, till the informer

began to relate the farcafms thrown upon

certain tranfaflions of his private life,

which he had believed to be unknown to

the world. In a tranfport of rage he then

called our, that " he would refute the

fajumnyj that he would inllantly inflitute

a pro-
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a profecutlon againd its authors; that they

fhould know what it was to dare to afperfe

his chara£ler; for that none fliould with

impunity provoke his vengeance."

His friends, who crouded round him,

endeavoured, by reprefenting the meannefs

of the oilcnders, to affiiage his wrath; but

the recoIIe£tion of his own dignity contri-

buted raore e{Fe(flually
to reftore him to

apparent tranquillity. The calm was only

apparent, for the florm of paffion conti-

nued to boil within his bread, and de-

manded new victims to appeafe its fury.

The condemnation of Montanus, which

the obfequious fathers immediately pro-

nounced, was followed by other ads of

cruelty and oppreilion ;
and the certainty

of having been blamed for want of cle-

mency, inflead of mitigating his rigour,

only ferved in the mind of Tiberius as a

motive for increafmg its feverlty.

Had Tiberius properly employed thofe

powers of reflexion which he eminently

poireiTed,
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paiTeffed, he would have been made fen-

fible that fueh a change of conduft as

would have convened the fear and hatred

of the world into fentiments of efleem and

approbation, would have been the fured

means of refloring him to happinefs. But

pride fcorned the monitions of coufcience j

'

pride, which had inftigated him to the in-

dulgence of felf-will, and foftcred the

growth of every evil palTion, forbad the

acknowledgment of error, and urged him

to'purfue the fame career in which he had

hitherto found nothing but mifery. Eager

to lofe the fenfe of wretchednefs, yet ne-

gteftful of the only means by which it

could with certainty be accompliflied, he

feized on the idea of retirement which had

been fugged ed by Scjanus; and fancied that

in the luxurious (hades of fome fequellered

fcene, he might in the pleafures of volop-

tuoufnefs attain that felicity, which the

exercife of unbounded power had f^iiled

to impart. As a prelude to this ftep, he

caufed
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caufed h'is intention of going into Campa-

nia, in order to dedicate two temples, one

; to Jupiter, and another to Auguftus, tobe

rumoured abroad; and in the mean time

occupied himfelf in making preparations

for his departure.

Agrippina, who was flill overwhelmed

iwith melancholy for the lofs of her friend,

flowly recovered from thefev^re fit qf ill-

nefs which had been occafioned by her

grief. On her appearance abroad after

that event, one of the firfl: perfons fhe met

was Domitius Afer, the orator, whom.we

have already feen fo iiifamouily employing

his eloquence in the profecution of Claudia

Pulchra. The part he had taken in that

tranfaftion, tho' it had thrown an indelible

(lain upon the integrity of his principles,

had afforded an opportunity for the difplay

of his talents ;
and the flame of his elo-

quence gained him that applaufe whichwas

denied to his virtue, Afer was not, how-

ever, as yet fufEciently hardened, to be def-

litute
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mte of all fliame : the fight of Agripplna

threw him into confufion: he fuddenly

turned afide to avoid her piercing glance,

and concealing his face in his robe, hoped

to pafs unnoticed. Agrippina flopped ;

and calling to the orator in a gentle voice,

aiked him why he thus ihunned her?

Afer, confufed and hefitating, knew not

what reply to make ;
and pitying his em-

barraffraent, Agrippina in a foftened tone

repeated in Greek a verfe from Homer,

which with admirable quicknefslhe adapted

to iheoccafion:

" Not thou—'tis A gammenon is the caufe

"Of allthoieillstome;"*

faid Agrippina, holding out her hand as a

token of amity to the fclf-condemned Afer,

Struck with the aptnefs of the quotation,

while he felt the full force and delicacy of

the allufion it conveyed, Afer, who had

€xpe£ted from Agrippina only the bitter-

nefs of deferved reproach, was over-

* Note F. whelmed



[ 142 ]

whelmed with aftonifhment and admiration*

The loquacity of the pleader was no more:

he flood fixed in filence, following the

princefs with his eyes as long as (lie re-

mained in fight, and then, full of what had

pafied, he flew to communicate the circum-

llances of Agrippina's conduft to his

friends
;
without reflefting, that as Agrip-

pina, in kindly endeavouring to reconcile

him to himfelf, had thrown the odium on

Tiberius, he, byrepeating what had paiTed,

expofed her to the tyrant's refentment.

It is not to be fuppofed that Tiberius

would remain long in ignorance of what-

ever could tend to exafperate him againfl

Agrippina; but it v/as only when thrown

off his guard by fomefudden impulfe of paf-

fion, that the imprefilon made upon him by

the calumnies which were reported, could

be afcertained. In his jealous mind it was

pofiTible that fufpicions might at fome time

ai-ife of their truth ; and flioald he once

deted in any of the (lories that were

brought
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brought him, an appearance of falftiood,

all the pains that had been taken to irritate

him againfl: her, might be fcen through

and refented.

To prevent as much as polTible the

occurrence of fuch dangerous fufpicions, it

was deemed adviiable that Tiberius Ihould

have fome ocular proof of the malignant

nature of Agrippina's fentiments v/ith

regard to himj and as there was no crime

more unpardonable in the tyrant's eyes

than that of harbouring a fufpicion of his

evil intentions, it was refolved between

Sejanus and Llvilla that Agripplna lliould

be drawn into this fnare. An opportunity

Ibon offered of putting into execution the

admirable plot which had thus been laid.

One day while Agrippina was at her

toilet, preparing for dining at the palace

on fpecial invitation, an anonymous billet

was conveyed to her by one of thofe female

attendants who was in the pay of Li\ilia,

intimating the necefTny of the utmofl cau-

tion
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lion in regard to what flie ate or drank at

the table of Tiberius, as it was known

that Ihe had been invited with the mofl:

treacherous intention. The hints fhe

had aheady received to the fame purpofe

now ruflied upon her recolleftion, and fo

flrongly imprelTed her imagination, that

liie at firil refolved to enfure her fafety by

abfenting herfelf from the entertainment.

She was however diverted from her pur-

pofe by the reprefentations of fuch of her

people as fhe admitted into her confidence,

who fuggefted to her the eafe with which

fhe could avoid tailing of any thing of

which the emperor did not himfelfpartake.

Her fpirit which difdained the appearance

of cowardice feconded this advice; and

with a mind tainted with terror, and deeply

imprcfied with horror and refentment, Ihe

went to the palace at the appointed hour.*

* Three o'clock in the afternoon was at that time

the fupper-hour of the Romans; as they took no regu-

lar dinner, it was the principal meal, and fometimes

prolonged to a late hour.
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Tiberius had a few days previous to

this received a hint from Sejanus of the

unworthy fufpicions which had, as he faid,

fmce the lofs of Claudia haunted Agrip-

pina's mind, and he refolved to watch her

conduct with the ftri^lefi: attention. When
file entered, the air of melancholy which

was vifible in her countenance, indicated

her having come an unwilling guefl j
her

cheerfulnefs was conflrained, and all her

frailes were forced. With the refpeft due

to her rank, Tiberius led her to the table^

which was fquare, and three parts fur-

roundedj according to the manners of the

times, with as many fophas. Each fopha

was large enough for three to recline upon

witheafe, their limbs flretched atfull length,

and the head fupported by the left arm :

the right was at liberty to be employed in

carrying the meat, which had already been

carved by the carver, to their mouths.

The middle place upon the fide-fopha was

the place of honour, and as fuch appro-

voL. III. L priated
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priated to Agrippina by Tiberius, v»'ho

occupied the place immediately above on

the fame couch.

The firftcourfe which was brought in alto-

gether upon a frame in which the difties were

fixed, confided, as was ufual, of varieties of

fifl.1 dreffed with rich fauces, wild and tame

fowl, kid,venifon, &c. Agrippina, penfive

and full of thought, was too m.uch agitated

by her own refle£lions to be able to eat of

what was (o plentifully fet before her.

Could (lie have adhered to her refolution

of partaking of what flie faw the empe-

ror devouring with greedinefs, flie might

have efcaped obfervation. But (he had

not fufficient felf-command to a6l with that

degree of policy. Her merely declining

to eat might have been attributed to in-

difpofition, had not her referve and filence

given fuch an appearance of fullennefs to

her condu£t, as did not efcape the pene-

trating eye of Tiberius. He took no notice

of it till the fccond courfe was put upop the

table,
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table, when he refolved to put her to the

teft. After having praifed the appearance

oFfome preferved apples which were placed

oppofite to him, he, with his own hand^

helped Agrippina from the dlfh, of which

no one had as yet tafted.

Affured that this was the fatal viand of

which the friendly monitor had bidden her

beware, Agrippina inftantly took alarm.

She changed colour, and with a look expref-

five of horror gave her plate to the attendant

who flood behind, that It might immedi-

ately be conveyed from her fight. Tiberius

penetrated into her fecret thoughts ;
but

always mafter of himfelf, he appeared not

to take any notice of her extraordinary

behaviour, and continued to converfe

with his ether guefts upon the topics of

the day, as if nothing had happened to

ruffle or difcompofe his mind. Deeply,

however, did the fufpicions of Agrippina

fmk into his vindi6live foul. Inftead of

finding in his own unrelenting feverity an

excufe
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excufe for her fears, he fought hi hef

apprehenfions an apology for whatever

cruelty and vengeance could inflifl. On
his lafl: interview with his mother previous

to his leaving Rome, he related the cir-

cumfence, adding,
"

iliould this woman

be treated with feverity, will any body

wonder, when (lie now imputes to me the

guilt of dealing in poifon?"* an expref-

fion implying a threat which did not pafs

unnoticed. It was heard by the friends

of Agrlppina as a prognoflic of hit ruin^

and when it reached her ov/n ears, con-

firmed the apprehenfions {he had long en-

tertained concerning the dangers of her

fituation. In fuch circumflances, the idea

of the emperor's leaving Rome was fome

relief to her fpirits. She rejoiced to learn

that the day of his departure was now fixed j

and flattered herfelf that flie iliould in his

abfenqe expewence a return of
tranquillity.

I . . ... '

^
,

. ,

 r:t.

*
Tacitus. ;
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twenty-fix of the Chriftian asra, (year of

Rome 779) Tiberius departed from Rome

with a flender retinue. He was accompa-

nied by Sejanus, who had foon an oppor-

tunity of endearing himfelf to his mafter, by

giving fnch a teftimony of zeal, as had it

fprung from difinterefted motives, would

have done honour to his charafler.

It happened that the heat of the feafon

had one day induced the emperor and fome

friends whom he had invited to a banquet,

to choofe a grotto formed by nature, for. the

place of entertainment. While enjoying

the delicious coolnefs of this retreat, they

were fuddenly alarmed by an unforefeen

difafler. Part of the roof gave way, and

would inevitably have cruflied Tiberius

beneath its ruins, had not Sejanus, with

equal courage and prefence of mind, de-

fended him from the danger, by placing

himfelf in fuch an attitude as enabled him

IfQ fuftain the impeuding weight. The

reft
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refl of the guefls who had fled at the firft

alarm, reiiirned with pioneers to clear

away the ruins, and to dig out the bodies

of the emperor and his minifter, whom

they imagined to have periflied together.

To their great aftonifhment they found

Tiberius unhurt, and Sfjanus glorying in

the wounds he had received in his preferva-

vaiion. This incident at once removed from

the mind of Tiberius every doubt concern-

ing the fidelity and attachment of himwho

had thus endangered his life to fave him^

and from that moment the power of Seja*

nus was equally unlimited and uncontroled.

That the joy which Sejanus teflified oti

his mafter's efcape was unfeigned, will rea-

dily be believed, when we coniider that had

he then been doomed to perifh, nothing

could have pre (tented Nero from fucceeding

to the imperial dignity. He had, fince the

death of his uncle Drufus, been acknow-

ledged and treated as heir-apparent by the

emperor, the fenate, and the people : as

the
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the fon of Germanicus, he was particu-

larly dear to the military; nor could all

the arts of Sejanus have prevented them

from defending his claim againfi: that of

any other competitor.

No fooner did an account of the acci-

dent which had fo nearly proved fatal to

the emperor reach Rome, than thofe who

till then had never looked beyond the

reigning powerj began to make fuch re-

flexions on the precarious tenure of human

life, as led them to think it prudent to

fecure an intereft in the favour of the fuc-

ceflbr. Numbers with this view now paid

their court to theyoung prince. His vanity

was gratified by flattery, and his ambition

roufed bythe alluring pro rpe£l:swhich were

placed before him. His freedmcn and

other dependents, who hoped through him

to rife to power and influence, were impa-

tient of delay, and endeavoured to ftimu-

late him to ad" with fpirir,
in aflerting his

right to that authority which the fuper-

annuated.
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annuated emperor had weakly permitted

a favourite minifter to ufiirp. It was, they

faid, beneath the fon of Germanicus to

yield his place in the empire to an upftart,

who, confcious of his meanncfs, would, as

foon as he faw himfcif oppoft^d with firm-

nefs by the prince, (lirink into primeval

obfcurity.

Nero, modefl and unaiTuming as he

naturally was, found his pride piqued by
ihefe remonftrances. Unhackneyed ia

the ways of men, he confidered expref-

iions of zeal for his interell as certain

proofs of friendQiip ;
and in order to con-

vince thefe ardent friends that the facility

with which he had yielded to the will of

Tiberius, did not proceed from want of

fpirit, he began openly to blame his con-

dud: with a freedom in which he had

never hitherto indulged. No word efcaped

the fpies of Sejanus : he had notice of

all that palled ;
and like a fportfman who

rejoices to fee the unfufpicious bird haflen-

ing
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Jng to the fnare, he exulted in the fuccefs

of his irfidious arts.

While Tiberius was in Campania, he

was frequently vifired by the young princes

and other relations of ihe imperial family,

and already began, by his reception of

Nero, to indicate the refeniroent with

which the reports of Sejanus had infpired

hirn. The unhappy young man complained

to his wife of the change in his uncle's

manners, which, though always cold, had

never before been fo O^ern and fevere. He

afked, if flie did not obferve that upon
fome occafions his harfli features in re-

garding him were relaxed into a malicious

fmilc ? What could be the meaning of this?

Surely he had never been guilty of a fingle

action that could be conflrued into offence?

Yet it was againft him and him alone that

lie appeared to be irritated, his brother

was received as ufual.

The unworthy Julia, having received

|ier inflru£lions from her mother, caught

at
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at the opportunity of exciting her huf^

band's jealoufy of a brother, whofe turbu-

lent and afpiring temper had from their

boyifli days been to him a fource of unea-

fmefs. Having by her hints awakened his

refentmcnt againft Drufus, (lie flew to Livia

with an account of all that had paffed.

Scjanus, who, in hopes of profiting by
a breach between the brothers, had endea-

voured to infmuate himfelf into the favour

of Drufus, took occafion, by feemingly in-

advertent hints, to awaken his ambition,

and to reprefent to him the poffibility that

Tiberius might avenge the
injuftice that

had been done him by his mother's parti-

ality for her elder fon.

Drufus had always been jealous of his

mother's affedion towards his more deferv-

ing brother, but did not till now imagine

that it had been manifefi: to others. His

pride was alarmed by the difcovery ;
the

coldnefs now alTumed by Nero inflamed his

refcntmentj and in the impetuoflty of paf-

fion
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fion he was tempered Into a fit inflrufnent

to ferve the purpofe of his deadliefl: foe.

Agrippina obferved with pain the dif-

fentions of her children, and as the refent-

ments of the mild and gentle never fail to

make a deeper impreflion upon others than

thofe of the impetuous and vindictive,

flie was inclined to believe that the fault

lay in Drufus, and that he only was to

blame. Irr itated by his having commenced

a frienddiip with the mortal enemy of his

family, and offended by his want of refpeft

to herfelf, as well as by his infolence to

his elder brother, flie expreffed her dif-

pleafure in terms that were rather calcu-

lated to exafperate than to foothe a proud

and angry fpirit. She thus widened the

breach which prudence fhould have taught

her to heal; and by perfevering in that

unjuft partiality towards her favourite,

which had fown the feeds of jealoufy in

the bread of a child who ought to have

been equally dear to her affection, flie con-

tributed to the ruin of both. . ,
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About this time a fcene of public dlU

trefs occurred, which iu breads capable of

fympathy fuperfeded the confideration of

tv&ry trivial anxiety. By the accidental

fall of an amphitheatre, erected in the

neighbourhood of Rome by a man whofe

vanity far exceeded his wealth, twenty

ihoufand people were in an inflant cruflied

to death. Thirty thoufand more were

maimed or mutilated, and prefented a fpec-

tacle of wretchednefs, fuch as in the annals

of mifery has been rarely equalled. Thofe

feelings of humanity which the great Cre-

ator has implanted in every heart, but

which pride, and the depraved paffions

which it follers, continually tend to coun-

tera^, were by the magnitude of this

calamity forced to affert their inHaencc

in the breafl. Perfons of the highefl: rank,

giving way to the impulfe of compaffion,

opened their doors to receive the unhappy
fufferers: they bound up their wounds;

they diilrlbuted medicines for their relief;

ar4



and forgetting for a moment the difference

of rank, felt for the poor as for their fel-

low-creatures.

But for this fudden exertion of bene-

volence thoufands of the wounded mud

inevitably have ^perlflied ;
for never had

Roman charity inflituted an hofpiral for

the wounded or difeafed, or reared a place

of fhelter for houfelefs poverty. The noify

beggar might indeed extort from the paf-

fenger an unwilling alms, and the obfequi-

ous client obtain from the proud patron a

fcanty fupply of provifions for ihe day; but

to vifit the fick and the forlorn in the ha-

bitations of wretchednefs, to feek out the

deftitute in order to afford relief, and to

cheer by fymptlthy thofe children of for-

row whofe ^wounds no other cordial could

cure,were duties which it never entered into

the mind of Roman philofophcr to teach,

or of Roman philanthropift to pra^life!

Upon occafions fuch as that we have

been mentioning, when the appeal to the

feelings
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feelings was too powerful to be refifled,

we may obferve the cafual difplay of fym-

paihetic benevolence; but like the tranfient

jQame of the meteor, it was foon lofl: in the

darknefs from which it emanated. While

unfixed by principle, its operations were

neither laftini:^ nor difFufive. If it fome-

times impelled to relieve the obje£i whofe

mifery prefTed upon the fenfes, the impulfe

expired with the occafion that had pro-

duced it.

Nature had beftowed upon Agrippina

too warm a heart to permit her to be an

iiidilTerert fpeftator of a fcene fo fraught

with mifery as that which Rome now ex-

hibited. In exerting herfclf to mitigate

the forrows of others, flie would unavoid-

ably lighten the preflure of her ownj and

perhaps in this year, which was marked by
an unufual degree of calamity to her fellow-

citizens, (he was more frequently lulled into

a forgetfulnefs of the perils by which (he

was furrounded, than at any other period.

A fire



A fire, by which the fevenrh part of

Rome was laid in aflies, and many hundred

famihes reduced to ruin, while it gave am-

ple fcope to the benevolence of the rich,

excited in the populace a fpirit of difcon-

tent mingled with fuperflition. The gods

they thought had occafioned thefe difaflers,

on account of their difpleafure at the ab-

fence of Tiberius, who, it was evident,

had left Rome under an evil conftellation.

They therefore befought his return, to

appeafe the wrath of the oiFended deities.

The emperor was informed of their mur-

niurs,but without returning to Rome found

a method of making friends of the difcon-

lented : he wifely ordered a diftribuiion

of money equal to the lofs of the indivi-

duals, and as it was granted without favour

or partiality to every fufFerer, all ranks

united in praife of his munificence.

V/hile all who remained in the capital

were occupied by thefe events, Tiberias,

having finilhed the dedication of the tem-

ples
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pies which formed the odenfible obje^ of

his journey, determined to give himfelf up

to the enjoyment of that happinefs which

had from a diftance allured his hopes.

In Campania he had all the means of

happinefs that imagination had conceived

effential to its completion: but in Campania

he was miferable. The caufe of this un-

looked-for mifery he however fiincied he

had difcovered. It was. in the numbers of

people who came from Rome, from the

municipal towns, and from all the pro-

vince, to pay their refpeiSts to the fovereign.

Could he find means of keeping off the

crowd, who inccffantly broke in upon his

privacy, he (hould certainly be happy.

An edi6l was immediately ilTued, notify-

ing his defire of retirement, and forbidding

any one to approach. The people obeyed;

but neither the imperial edi<5l, nor the im«

perial guards, nor all the power of imperial

greatnefs, could keep off the intrufions of

difcontent. It like a gnawing worm con-

tinued
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tiuued to prey upon his bofora; and whik

tve endeavoured, in the polluted ftream

of fenfaal indulgence, to forget its pangs,

he found that he only exafperated their

afperi[y.

In the vain purfuit of happinefs, he i»

the following fpring palfed over to the

iiland of Caprea, which at once prefented

the advantages of a delightful and fecure

retreat. Twelve magnificent villas, named

after fo many gods, were erected for his

accommodation. The fined vegetable pro-

duflions fprung fpontaneous from the

willing foil
j
and while a barrier of rocks

defended this favoured fpot from the inr

clement florms of winter, its expofure to

the weftern breeze gave coolnefs to the

fummer's air. Here, in the fociety of agree-

able friends, even  melancholy might have

learned to fmile, and to acknowledge that

peace and nature can bring a folace to

every forrow which the malice of fortund

can inflict. But lo the heart that is under

VOL. III. M the
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the dominion of impure or malignant paf*

lions, heaven itfelf would not afford an

afylum from wretchednefs. Tiberius, flill

haunted by mifery, faw no other way to

cfcape its torments than by plunging into

the depths of vice. The agony of remorfe

followed the career of guilt, and difap^

pointment incrcafed the ferocioufnefs of a

temper that was by nature favage. He

became everyday more cruel and vindi(5tive:

and as the confcioufnefs of cruelty begets

fufpicion of revenge, every gloomy paflion

of the tyrant's breaft was rendered more

fierce and malignant by the conflant ope-

ration of fear and jealoufy.

Sejanus beheld in thofe vicious paflions

which conftituted the mifery of Tiberius,

the means of gratifying his own infatiablc

ambition : he therefore did all in his

power to excite him to their indulgence ;

and under the fhew of a zeal that was

anxious to fave him from every trouble,

and to guard him from every danger, he

took
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took care that no one ftiould be admitted

to the emperor's prefence, or even to the

iiland, without his fpecial permiflion. The

compleat afcendancy which he had now

gained, put it in his power to manage the

fufpicion and cruelty of his mafler as he

found it moft convenient ; they were in

his hands as mines filled with the mate,

rials of deftruftion, which he could ignite

at pleafure, and of which he alone held

the train.

The long projected ruin of Agrippina

would probably have been the firfl: effort

of Sejanus, had not the ftill exifting in-

fluence of the emperor's mother rendered

it neceflary for him to proceed with cau-

tion. Of this influence Tiberius had never

been able entirely to deprive the widow of

Auguftus, though he had been at inceflant

pains to limit it to narrow bounds
;
and

the artful minifler was wella ware, that age

had not yet fo far impaired her high fpirit,

as to render her paflive with regard to

what
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what concerned the intercfls of the impe-

rial family.

Agrippina, as the only individual de-

fcended from Auguflus that had efcaped

her fatal jurifdic^ion,
had ever been the

objeft of her inveterate dillike; nor did

the virtues of Germanicus fave him from

fliaring in the fame fentiment. Confidering

him as the rival of Tiberius, {he wifiied

his ruin, and rejoiced in his untimely fate;

but (lie did not forget that he was her

grandfon, nor that it was her blood which

flowed in his children's veins. In his eldeft

fon (he acknowledged the true reprefen-

tative of theClaudian family, the rightful

heir of Tiberius, and the future hope of

Rome. Thefe confiderations which origi-

nated in pride, were probably ftrengthened

by motives of aflcftion.

Nero and Drufus had both been brought

up at Rome
;

fhe had been accuftomed

to their fociety ;
and as the attentions of

the young never fail to be acceptable to

declining
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declining age, it is not to be fuppofed that

Livia conld at this advanced period behold

herielt furrounded with her great grand-

children without experiencing an emotion

of tendernefs.

Sejanus not only knew her fcntimentSj

!but knew that with all his art it would be

'Utterly impoffible to prevent her from

communicating them to Tiberius. Ill as

the partiality of Livia had been requited

fey her darling fon, (he never relinquiflied

one item of the parental prerogative ;
and

fo deeply riveted are the chains of au-

thority, when ihey have at an early period

been impofed by terror, ihat Tiberius,

thou8[h he had treated his mother with

ingratitude, with negleft, and even with

infolence, (till felt her afcendancy, and

ftood in awe of her difpleafure.

Thefe circumftances compelled Sejanus

to advance with caution in his great defign,

though every ftep he took was with a view

to its accomplifhment. As a mark <jf

favour
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favour from Tiberius, guards Were ap-

pointed to attend Agrippina, and a fimilar

honour conferred on Nero, who was by

this extraordinary dignity exalted above

his brother, and every other citizen. The

guards chofen for this fervice were taken

from the prsetorian, of which Sejanus had

Jong had the command, and which he had

by bribes and promifes tutored to his pur.,

pofe. They were in the prefent inftance

intended to aft as fpies upon the fpies which

had been already placed near the perfons

of his devoted vi<ftims. The names of all

who vifited them, or whom they vifited,

were inferted in a regifter, and duly tranf-

mitted to Caprea, to be made ufe of in

proper time as matter of accufation againft

the mofl illuflrious citizens. Nor was this

fufficient to gratify Sejanus, or to fecure

ihe means of exciting the fufpicions of his

cruel mafter. The traitors who had been

introduced into the families of Agrippina

find her fon, v^ere direfted to record th?

particulars of every converfation that pafied
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at their tables, in a diary kept for the

purpofe, fo that no cafual expreflion drop-

ped unnoted from their lips,

Agrippina faw that (he was furrounded

with perils, but was unconfcious of the

magnitude of her danger. It was to her

fon alone that (he could communicate

her anxieties ; and far from receiving

any comfort from mutual confidence, it

only led to fuch a knowledge of each

other's fuiFerings, as excited in each a

greater degree of folicitude. The myftery

in which every thing was enveloped in-

creafed their alarm. The friends of Se-

janus, or,more properly fpeaking, thofewho

from interefted views pretended attach-

ment to the favourite, affected, whenever

they approached Agrippina or the prince,

an air of coldnefs and referve. The fri*

volous and the felfi(h,who are always ready

to take the tone from thofe whom they

imagine to be in the road to power, fol-

lowed their example j
but as the recollec-

tioQ
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tion 6f the precarious life ©f the efttperor

rendered them unwilling t6 offend his ap-

pointed fucceffor, they Viewed in th^eir

behaviour, as different fentiments predo-

minated, a motley mixure of fervility and

reftrainr.

Thkt Tiberius had ever viewed the

lumily of Germanicus with a jealous eft^

tiras known to all
;
and as one of the tvi^in

fons of Drufus ftillfurvived, and the irftii

macy between Sejarius and Livilla hM

fofngbeen whifpered as at:6urt fecr^t tljat

was in every mouth, a rumour of t'fre em*.

peror*s intention to leave Sejanus to ;g6vern

as guardian of the infant prince was eafily

Credited, and greatly ftrengthened his a'u-

thority. The prudent forefaw the riik they

would run in fuch circumftances by being

known for the friends off Agrippina, and

felfi(hriers, tmfe tb^'toailc of vnfdom,

ta"ught them to avoid the danger. She

f^W herfelf deferted by many in whom ihe

put confidence, and- by triauy .more on

whom
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whom ftie had conferred elTential obliga-

tions. Thofe who had been moft lavifli

of their flattery, were now the firfl to for-

fake her, and to make a merit with Se-

janus of their black ingratitude to a prin-

cefs whofe virtues they were compelled to

honour.

The pride of Agrippina could not fail

to be mortified by thefe events
;
but her

fpirit was too great to be eafily fubdued.

Though deferted by the fickle and the

worthlefs, flie was fupported by the fteady

andundeviating friendfhip of perfons of the

highefl: rank and refpeftability. Of thefe

her brother-in-law Afmius Gallus,* and

Titius Sabinus, who had been the compa-

nion of Germanicus in all his campaigns,

and who continued to her and to her fa-

mily the friendihip he had felt for her

hufband, defervedly held the firfl place in

her efteem. By his condud: in the fenate,

* Who had been married to her half-lifter Vipfania

Aerippina, firft wife to Tiberius.

Callus
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Gallus had incurred the hatred and com-

manded the refpeft of Tiberius, who flood

in awe of his talents, and admired his in-

tegrity- Sabinus was by birth only one

of the firft of the Roman knights, but he

had commanded armies with honour, and

was equally diftinguifhed by bravery in the

field, and by all the virtues of the private

citizen. Fervently attached to Germani-

cus, and refolved never to forfake the

family of his friend, the honeft foldier no

fooner obferved the defe^lion of the court

parafites, than he redoubled his attention.

-At the table of Agrippina he was a con-

flant guefl: ;
and whenever flie went into

public, the aged general was fure to make

one of her attendants; affording an example
of fidelity and attachment, always refpect-

able, but in that age very rarely imitated.

CHAP,
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CHAPTER VI.

Nero and Drusus, the Sofis of Agrip-

piNA; their Dissensions.—Sab in us, the

Friend of Agrippijsa, betrayed and

put to Death.—TAcj/oww^er Agrippina
married to Domitius Enobarbus.— 

Death of the EmpressLiviA.

a. D. 28—29.

nnHE dark clouds which had long been
-*•

louring over Agrippina's deftiny,

wore every day a denfer afpe£l ; but of

alhhe miferies flie experienced, thofe which

fprung from the bofom of her family

were, perhaps, the mofl intolerable. Sel-

dom will it be found that any parent has

indulged an impulfe of partiality for any

favourite child, fo as to create a fufpicion

that one engrofies the affedion which is

due
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due to all, without having ample caufe to

repent of the apparent injuftice. The

puniftiment of Agrippina was, however,

nncommotily fevere. That too evident

preference for her elder foft, which excited

tlie jealoufy of Drufus, increafed the influ-

ence of the paffions which it had been her

aim to check, and rendered him liable to

be milled by the flattery of pretended

friends. Perfuaded that he had no Ihare

in his mother's afFe-dions, he gloried in

avenging the injuftice &e had done to his

fuperior merit by her partiality for his lefs-

deferving brother. With a view of vex-

ing his unhappy parent, he broke off a

match that bad been made for him tn his

childhood with the daughter of Otho,*

and married iEmiiia Lepida, niece of the

lady whofe trial and banifhment has been

formerly noticed. As the marriage was

made under the aufpices of Sejanus, it

could not fail to prove difagreeable to
 

r, ^

 r ' A ..

* Afterwards emperor. A?rip-
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Agrippina, though die was not yet fufR-

ciently acquainted with the charafter of

her daughter-in-law, to be aware of the

ftili more formidable objections which a

knowledge of its profligacy would have

produced. After this event, Drufus openly

arranged himfelf under the banners of her

mortal foe; and fuch of the family of the

jEmili as had hitherto adhered to her,

now dropped off, and under pretence of

following their new ally, paid their court

to the fame power.

Of all the friends of Germanicus, Sa-

binus alone had the courage to remain

conftant in his attentions. He faw with

indignation the meannefs and perfidy of

the fervile crew, and too iincere to conceal

his feelings, did not fcruple to upbraid

the fycophants v/ho could thus bafely de-

fert a princefs, whcfe fmiles they had fo

lately courted, and on whom they had

fo profufely lavifhed that incenfe of flat-

tery which they now offered at the fiirine

of
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of a pernicious minifler. That miniftef

he confidered as his country*s curfe. His

machinations againft the family of Germa-

nicus he believed to be but a part of a

vaft fyftem, which included the deftruftion

of all that was eminent in rank or virtue.

This opinion, however juflly formed, it

was extremely unfafe to communicate to

any but a perfon of tried fidelity and of

congenial fentiments. Such a friend Sa-

binus thought he had been happy enough
to find in Latiaris, a man of prsetorian

rank, who paved the way to his heart by
the praifes of thofe he loved.

Profcfiing to honour the memoryofGer-

manicus, Latiaris pathetically lamented the

criticalfituation of Agrippinaand theyoung

princes, and fpoke of the ingratitude they
had experienced with a feeling which

touched Sabinus to the foul. His heart,

which was as tender as it was brave, melted

at the defcription of Agrippina's wrongs.
He contrafted the mifery of the prefentwith

the
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happinefs of former times. He recollected

the period, when, fitting by the fide of her

beloved hufband, (lie had entered Rome

in triumph; when her beauty dazzled every

eye, and her fmiles enchanted every heart;

when, wherever Ilie appeared, flie was

hailed by the voice of adulation, wherever

ftie went fhe beheld herfelf furrounded by

admiring crowds, who, while they adored

her charms, gloried in her virtue! That

virtue was flill unblemifhed, the tongue of

calumny had never dared to foil its luftre j

but it was remembered that flie had been

the favourite child of AuguRus, and the

adored wife of the greateft, bed of men!
**

Yes," cried Sabinus, while tears forced

their way down his time-furrowed cheeks,
" thefe are the crimes of Agrippina! ihefe

will bring ruin on her devoted head!"

Latiaris evinced an abundance of fym-

pathy. He talked with indignation of

the cruelty of Sejanus, and led the unfuf-

pefting Sabinus to open to him with fxccr

dom
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dom all his fentiments upon 'the condu£l

not only of the rainifter, but of Tiberius.

The honed foldier delighted in the com-

pany of a man whofe opinions he fo much

approved ;
and cordial in all his friendlhips,

did not decline the intimacy which the

other fo affiduoufly endeavoured to culti-

vate. He accepted the frequent invita-

tions of Latiaris with pleafure; went to his

houfe with the freedom of an old ac-

quaintance; and became every day more

unreferved in his communications.

It afforded fome fatisfaftion to Agrip-

pina to learn from her old friend, that

while fhe was apparently deferted, there

were dill in Rome thofe who felt for her

fituation
;
and who would no doubt be

ready, whenever occafion offered, to ftand

forth to efpoufe the caufe of her family.

The eloquence with which {he painted

her grievances, and the afperity with which

flie fpake of thofe who had been the au-

thors of them, inflamed the imagination

of
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of Sablnus, and animated his zeal againft

the enemies of his houfe. Full of thefc

fentiments, he one day met Latiaris, and

immediately entered with him into dif-

courfe upon the common topic. Latiaris,

making a fignal of caution, told him in

a whifper, that he had fome intelligence

concerning Sejanus to communicate, as

foon as they were out of the reach of ob-

fervation, which they might foon be, by

turning into a bye flreet, where there was

a lone houfe belonging to him, and of

which he had the key. Sabinus inftantly

acquicfced. They arrived at the place,

and found it as Latiaris had defcribed,

without inhabitant. They entered, and

immediately began an interefting conver-

fation on the gloomy afpeft of public

affairs, and the melancholy profpeft of

future evils. Indances of the unrelenting

cruelty of the emperor were difplayed,

and rendered (till more odious by the reca-

pitulation of other deteflable crimes with

VOL. in, N which
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which that cruelty was accompanied. La-

tiaris declared that it was in malice to the

human race that Tiberius had exalted this

wretch to be the fcourge of mankind,

and alked his friend if he did not accord

in his opinion.

Sabinus alTured him that the opinion had

long been his
; as nothing elfe could ac-

count for one fo jealous of authority-

transferring, as he did, the fupreme power
to an upftart, who had no other recom-

mendation but arrogance and pre-emi-

nence in vice. What had been the confe-

quence? The befl: blood of Rome had

flowed to glut the vengeance of this proud
favourite. All who did not learn to fawn

and crouch, and put on the degrading yoke
of fervitude, were devoted vi£tims. To
have a feeling of their country's honour

or their country's intereft, was accounted

treafon. Patriotifm in this reignof tyranny
was the word of crimes ; but it was the

only crime which people were now aftiamed



to coTnmlt. So far from daring to be

virtuous, none had even the courage to

give praife to virtue; and before any aftion

could be approved ot difapproved, the

pleafure of Sejanus muft be known.

Every affertion Sabinus made was con-

firmed byinftances that were too notorious

to admit of difpute. The deteftcd fyftem

of efpionage was next difcuffed, and called

forth all the acrimony of Sabinus; who

fpoke of the infamous treachery of inform

mers with that abhorrence which a gene-

rous mind naturally feels in contemplating

bafenefs. Nor did Latiaris refufe his alTent

to the fevere judgment which his friend

paffed upon this fpecies of villainy; no

blufli tinged his cheek; no fudden emotion

betrayed the internal feelings of his galled

heart
;
or if a glance efcaped him towards

the ceiling of the room, that glance was

unnoticed by Sabinus. Little did the good

man think, that at that very moment three

noblemen of equal rank with Latiaris, and

his



C ISO ]

his coadjutors in iniquity, who had been by
his contrivance fecreted in a cavity between

the roof of the houfe and the ceiHngr of

the apartment, in order to overhear the

converfation, were employed in taking
notes of all that pafled.!

The heart of Sabinus was too full of

integrity to admit an idea of the
polTibility

of being thus betrayed. He never could

have imagined, that men who boafted of

their high defcent, and were proud of the

fuperiority which they derived from birth

and flation, could have (looped to an a6l

of perfidy which would have contaminated

the vileft of the vile. But Sabinus, who
had been brought up in camps, and had

formed his notions of glory under the au-

fpices of Germanicus, knev/ not how far

the fentiments of ambition, when perverted
to ignoble objeas, can fmk the human
mind. He perhaps confidered the hopes
which Latiaris entertained of the conful-

fliip, as a
fecurity for his honour^ and

little
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little fufpefled that both he and his three

friends, who were alfo candidates for. that

dignity, fliould treacherouily have agreed

to give the blood of an innocent man as the

purchafe of their hopes of preferment.

To their depraved imaginations eternal

infamy was a trifling confideration to pay

for the gratification of feeing thcmfelves

raifed to the higheft ofKce in the ftate, even

though that office now conferred little

more than the eclat of a name! Such are

the confequences of the falfe ideas of glory

that in a corrupt ftate of fociety are en-

gendered by pride, and fpread their baleful

influence to the utter dcftru^tion of every

noble and every generous principle!

On the firfl day of the year Agrippina re-

ceived in the morning the ufual compliments

of congratulation from fuch of her friends

as flill dared to fiiew their refpe6t to one

who was no longer illumined by the fmilcs

of profperity. The interchange of gifts

in this feftive feafon was exprefsly prohi-

bited
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bited by Tiberius,* to whofe gloomy mind

every thing that feemed to bind the focial

tie, and to indicate harmony and good-

will, was particularly ofFeniive. But it is

difficult, even for the raofl: abfolute of

princes, to change any cuflom that has

beenfan£lioned by long-eflabliflied prafticej

new-year*s-day gifts were flill offered and

received
J friends and neighbours ftill fa-

luted each other with wiflies of profperity,

(though that likewife had been forbid-

den;) and in fpite of the proclamations of

the emperor, the ftreets of Rome on the

firft of January continued to exhibit a fcene

of merriment and cheerfulnefs.

On this day, devoted to feflivity, the

inauguration of the confuls took place, and

to the buoyant fpirits of the populace gave
an additional motive for rejoicing. The
facrifices having been offered, the procef-

fion paffed with ufual pomp to the fenate-

houfe, and the giddy multitude, whom

Suetonius.
curiolity
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curiofity had attra^ed to its precln(fi:s, con-

tinued to amufe themfelves in the ftreets.

In the midil of their gaiety they were

flruck with conflernation, on beholding

certain officers of juftice iffue from the

fenate-houfe, and lay hold upon a man of

high rank, whofe dignified and venerable

afpe^ commanded refpeft.
"

It is Sabinus!

the brave Sabinus, the friend of Germa-

nicus!" cried the aftoniOied people, who

thought the arrefl had proceeded from mif-

flake. Theywere foon undeceived. Sabinus

was feized, and notwithftanding his flrug-

gles, dragged along the (Ireets in the

direction that led to the Gemonse,* the

place deftined for the execution of the vileft

malefactors. In vain did the executioners

endeavour fo to muffle his face in his robe

as to ftifle the found of his voice
;

it was

flill heard, calling to the people that he

was innocent; deliring them to mark the

bloody opening of the year, and that other

• See Note G. viflims
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viftims fliould, ere its clofe, glut the malice

of Sejanus,

The people were difmayed; overcome

with horror and aftonifliment, they Ihrunk

back from the unexampled fpeftacle. Ter-

ror prevailed over every other fentimenr,

and neither pity nor curiofity could refill its

influence. All fled they knew not whither j

the public places were in an inflant aban-

doned, and the flreets which were fo lately

filled with a jocund throng, became filent

as the grave.

No friend had courage to follow, or to

fpeak a word of comfort to, the unhappy
man whom they faw devoted to deftruftion.

But one faithful companion (till remained,

whofe fidelity it was not in the power of

adverfity to (hake. The favourite dog of

Sabinus followed him to the dungeon in

which he was immured previous to his

execution; and after the agonies of death

were pafl"ed, accompanied his body, as it

was jgnominioufly dragged to the brink of

the
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the precipice of the Gemon^, where it

was ordered to be expofed, as a warning to

all who fhould dare to befriend the houfe

of Germanicus,

Still the faithful animal continued to

guard the remains of his deceafed pro-

te£lor, whofe. lofs he lamented by fuch

pathetic bowlings as awakened the fym-

patliy of every heart. The pitying fpec-

tators brought food, which they kindly

encouraged him to eat; but on taking the

bread, inftead of obeying the impulfe of

hunger, he fondly laid it on his mailer's

mouth, and renewed his lamentations. Days

thus palTed, nor did he for a moment quit

his pod. The body was at length thrown

into the Tiber, and the generous creature,

flill unv/illing that it (liould perifli, leaped

into the water, and clafping the corpfe

between his paws, endeavoured to preferve

it from finking.* Such was the power of

gratitude
in an animal fo inferiorly gifted

* Note H. with
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with reafon
; while thofe who boafted of its

high endowments, Co far perverted them,

as to transform the ineftimable bleffing

into a curfe!

Too foon did the difmal news of the fate

of poor Sabinus reach the ears of Agrip-

pina. Almoft in the fame moment that

ihe was informed of the accufation which

had been laid before the fenate in a letter

from Tiberius, fhe heard of the execution

of the fentence which their fervility had

decreed. The fliock was very dreadful 5

it required all her fortitude to fuflain its

weight. She could have no doubt that the

ruin of her moft faithful friend was a pre-

lude to her own
;
but the fad idea of having

been fatal to every one who had been con-

nected with her in the bonds of friendfliip,

now preiTed exclufively upon her heart.

Thofe who pitied her fufferings, en-

deavoured to foothe her by a repetition

of what pafled in the city, where the out-

rage committed on Sabinus had excited

univerfal difcontent. It was faid, that "
by
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choofing a day facred to the auguft cere-

monies of religion, Tiberius gave-notice of

his intention to render cruelty fyftematic.

On the firil day of the year the magiftrates

were henceforth to open not only the

temples and the altars, but the dungeons

and the charnel-houfes. No day was to

be unpolluted with blood! Never, till

now, on the firfl of January had the clank

of chains been heard. Ill-omened year!

(exclaimed they) ill-omened year! uihered

in with the murder of a fellow-citizen!" *

Agrippina, overwhelmed with melan-

choly, heard, perhaps with lefs alarm than

her friends, of an expreffion made ufe of

by Tiberius in the letter of thanks which

he thought proper to fend the fenate on

their prompt compliance with his will in

the aifair of Sabinus. After commending

their zeal, he added, that " his life was

embittered with anxiety, and the fecret

machinations of infidious enemies kept him

^ Tacitus. in
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in conftant alarm." As every one faw

that the allufion glanced at Agrippina and

the elder prince, Afmliis G alius thought

it his duty to make it evident that they had

no dread of enquiry, and that they were

unconfcious of offence. He therefore rofe,

and moved an addrefs to the emperor,

humbly requefling him to reveal his fecret

difquietude, that the wifdom of the fathers

might remove all caufe of complaint.

Tiberius, who could not bear dete6lion,

no fooner faw by this addrefs that his latent

meaning had been difcovered, than he

marked Afmius Gallus for vengeance; but

as this was not the proper opportunity for

betraying his fentiments, he concealed

them under the dilTembling malk of friend-

fliip,
and continued to exprefs for Gallus

unbounded refpeft and efteem.

Agrippina and Nero were now in a (late

of perpetual anxiety and apprehenlion.

The creatures of Sejanus were employed

to increafe their fears by reports of defigns

entertained
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entertained againfi: their lives, and under

the appearance of friendiliipto adyife them,

as the only means of fccuring their fafety,

either to put themfclves under the protec-

tion of the German army, or to take fane*

tuary under the ftatue of Auguflus in the

Forum, and there implore the aid of the

fenatc and the people. The advice was

too humiliating for the lofty fpirit of

Agrippina; it was accordingly rejefled

both by her and her fon : but this did not

prevent the treacherous advifers from re-

porting that the projeft had been enter-

tained, and was ripe for execution, when

a timely difcovery enabled Tiberius to de-

feat the treafonable purpofe.

In this uncomfortable way many months

elapfed. Towards the clofe of the year, a

little gleam of funiliine broke through the

cloud. Agrippina was now informed that

Tiberius, in the plenitude of parental

care, had been gracioufly pleaftd to feek

out a fuitable match for her eided daughter,

and
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and that in Cneius Domitius iEnobarbus

he had found a perfon worthy of alliance

with his illuftrious family. To add to

the honour, Tiberius propofed to give

away the bride in perfon j though to avoid

the buftle of a croud of company, he re-

queued that the ceremonials of the nuptials

fliould be performed at Rome.

This appearance of folicitude for the

eflablifhment of his grand-daughters did

not fail to revive the deceitful flatteries of

hope in Agrippina's ever fanguine mind.

Domitius was the reprefentative of an illuf-

trious family; in the male line defcended

from noble anceftors, and on the maternal

grand-nephew to Augudus, being grand-

fon to Of^avia, fifter to that emperor.*
Thefe fplendid confiderations rendered the

alliance acceptable to Agrippina; but had

charafter been taken into the account, llie

ought fooner to have configned her daugh-
ter to the arms of the meaneft Have. In

*-Notc I. an
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an age of unexampled depravity, Domitius

was coniidered as the mod depraved. It

was faid of him in an after period, that had

he not been ihefalher of Nero he would have

been the ivorji of men. Bat though it is

highly probable that the youth of fuch a

niionfter was tinged with the vices which

difgrace his maturer years, it may be pre-

fumed that he had as yet had no opportu-

nity of difplaying his chara£l:er in its true

colours.

The intended bride, now in her fifteenth

year, was beautiful and accomplilhed. En-

dowed with all that quicknefs of perception,

and vivacity of fancy, which fo often palTes

for fuperiority of talent, (he made an early

progrefs in every branch of literature, and

is faid to have corapofed both in profe and

verfe with facility and elegance. Her taile

was improved by an early acquaintance

with the bed authors, and all the (lores

of Grecian and Roman literature enriched

her mind. Were knov/ledge and tafte all

that
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that is necefiary to direct the conda^l in the

path of reclitude, the younger Agrippina

would have been a model of virtue. But

alas! Vv^hile her underftanding was culti-

vated widi afliduous care, her mind was

expofed to a feries of imprefGons which

tended to counteract its influence. That

mod important part of education which

arifes from the circumftances in which the

individual is placed, was all againfl: her.

Pride of birth, indignation at injudice, re-

feutment of injuries, were the firll impref-

jQons received by her young mind. Hatred

and revenge were never taught by preceptj

but they were excited by example ; while

pride, which coalefceswith every malignant

paffion, and augments its fury, was enforced

as the prerogative of high defcent. When

we add to this the flattery of the fervile

train by which (he was furrounded
j
the

early leflfons of diflTmiuIation, rendered in-

difpenfable by the neceffity of concealing

from fo many of her neareit relations the

refentment
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refentment that their conduft infpired; and

the approbation which was frequently in

|i€r hearing given to fplendid vice ; we
fliall not wonder at the inefficacy of thofe

precepts of philofophy, which flie was ra-

ther taught to admire than to praftife. If

file had been fo fortunate as to have been

united to a man of virtue, (he might ftill

have been virtuous; but with fuch a huf-

band as Domitius, there was little room to

hope that Agrippina would efcape the

contagion of vice.

The nuptials of the younger Agrlppiqa

were
jufl: celebrated, when a ftop was put

to the rejoicings by the death of the aged

emprefs. Livia, though upwards of ninety,

had loft little of the vigour of her mind,

and rather bowed beneath the preffure of

years than of infirmity. She had for fomc

time perceived the neceffity of fupporting

the family of her grandfon againfl: the in-

vjdious arts of Sejanus, and the cruel

iftaJignity of her ungratefulTon. Perhaps,

vot. III. o even
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even In the hard mind of Livia the fenti-

ments of nature had feme fhare in the for-

mation of this refolution. The children

of Gerraanicus imperceptibly gained on

her affedlion: flie liked to fee herfelf fur-

rounded by defcendants, whofe promiling

appearance flattered her pride, and kept

alive her ambition. The youngeft fon of

Agrippina, as he feems to have mod con-

ftantly refided with Livia,* was probably

her favourite
;
and from the future charac-

ter of Caligula we might perhaps infer,

that her affection and her enmity were alike

pernicious. Born to be the bane and ruin

of her hufband's houfe, her death was in

the prefent jun^ure no lefs fatal to the

defcendants of Auguflus, than her life had

been injurious.

Tiberius hated his mother with a perfedt

hatred
J
but he had been too long accuf-

tomed to yield to her authority to dare

very openly to oppofe it. The habit of

* Suetonius. fubmiffioa
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fubmiffion triumphed even over the pride

of fdf-will and the paiTions of jealoufy
and

revenge. That bread, impenetrable to gra-

titude, and which was never warmed by

one emotion of filial love, had yet been fo

deeply impreffed with awe, as to render it

impoflible for him to throw off the yoke

which he abhorred.

. AQramed of a deference which might

have been fufpefted to proceed from a fenfe

of obligation or attachment, he had long

treated his mother with ftudied neglect:

nor had he loft any opportunity of morti-

fying her in public, by preventing the fe-

nate from conferring on her thofe honours

which theywere fo much inclined to lavifh.*

But in the midft of this apparent unduti-

fulnefs, he was ftill afraid of her whom he

afFefted to defpife.
She preferved the

power of controlling his paffions:
he

dreaded her rebuke : he trembled at her

difpleafure. Long had he wiflied for the

* NoteK. day
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day which was to emancipate him from this

bondage. At length an exprefs from Rome

informed him that the fond parent to whom

be owed his- prefent greatnefs, and who

had gone fuch lengths to procure his ag-

o-randifement, was no more. A tranfient

fliilh^ of joy fufFufed his cheek at the intel-

ligence : but wifhing to conceal his tranf-

port, he- defired the melTenger immediately

to return, to notify his intention of paying

the laft duties to the remains of his beloved

parent.

Every thing was prepared for the fune-

ral foleranity, when another exprefs from

Caprea gave orders for
delay. Day after

day pafTed on, and no appearance of Tibe-

rius. The corpfe became putrid. The

people who were obliged to attend it began

to murmur, and neceflity at length com-

pelled the executors of Livia*s will to order

the body to be committed to the funeral

pile. By her direftions Caligula delivered

from the roftrnm an oration in honour of

her
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her memory.
" Her domeftic condu^ was

faid to have been formed on the model of

primitive manners
;
but that by a graceful

cafe unknown to her fex in the time of the

repubHc, die had the addrefs to foften the

rigour of ancient virtue." Thus in corrupt

limes does elegance of manners ufurp the

praife that is due to unblemiflied morals,

and that which only deferves applaufe as

the ornament of virtue, comes to be re-

garded as its eflencei

Public honours were forthwith decreed

by the fenate to the memory of the em-

prefs, whom they offered to deify by una-

nimous confent. But Tiberius did not

thbofe that his mother fliould be wor-

fliipped. In his reply to the addrefs of the

fenate, he not only prohibited her being

made a goddefs, but glanced reproach

upon her conduft in the formation of her

friendfliip. This, however, he generoufly

attributed tofemale levity.
But while with

the arrogance common to fueh minds he

thus
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thus mcluded the whole (ex in the odium

€afl: upon the individual, he was not long

in fhewing the malice of his heart in ftill

flronger colours. He not only prevented

his mother's will from being executed,

and feized upon the treafure from which

the legacies ought to have been paid, but

perfecuted all who were mentioned by her

with implacable refentment. None efcaped

ruin who had ever been known as Livia's

friends. Between thofe who had attached

themfelves to her from interefted motives,

and tho^e who really merited efteem, no

diftinftion was made : all were fooner or

later involved in the fame fate.

From the contemplation of events which

prefent the mod mortifying view of human

depravity, it will afford fome confolatiou

to turn our eyes for a moment to brighter

fcenes. Let us with gratitude remember,

that this dark and gloomy period, in which

vice feemed to reign triumphant over a

benighted world, was the feafon chofen io

the
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the councils of Divine WIfdom for the dlf-

play not of judgment, but of grace! It

was now that the "
day-fpring from on

high began to dawn." While Tiberius

in his unhallowed folitude was endea-

vouring to lull the pangs of confcience by

draining the Circean cup, and drinking

deep of the very dregs of iniquity, his

fubje^ts in a diftant province were liftening

to the preaching of repentance.* In the

wildernefs of Judea, the voice of John the

Baptift was lifted up to proclaim the glad

tidings of approaching light. Already,

by exhortations to penitence, had be begun
*' to prepare the ways of the Lord, and

to make his paths flraight." Already had

his do£trines penetrated the confciences of

thofe who were warned to " flee from the

wrath to come," and commenced that

change in the hearts and fentiments of

individuals, which in the language of pro-

phecy had been compared to thofe con-

* See St. Luke's Go/pel, chap. iii. vulflODS
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vulfions of nature, in which "
every valley

is filled up, and every mountain brought
low." In the courfe of our narrative the

neceffiiy of fuch a change muft have ap-

peared fufficiently evident; and as philofo-^

phy had already exerted its ucmoft powers,

it was plain that it was not by human

wifdom fuch a change could be accora-

pliflied. Let us not forget that its way
was prepared by humility and repentance,

and that its fruits were righteoufnefs, purity,

and love!

CHAP.
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CHAPTER VII.

Sejanus, his Pride, Ambitio7t, and Cru

elty.
—Prosecution of Varus; eluded by

the Senate.—The ChildrenofAgv^ivvit^ Ay

theirSituation and Characters.—Increasing

Pa>ncouroJ Tiberius.—Agrippinaaw^
Nero accused before iheS'enate.— Coyister-

nation of the iSenators.—Behaviour of the

People.

A. D. 29—30.

AGRIPPINA
was not long left in

doubt concerning the confequences

that were likely to refult from Livia's death.

An event which ftrengthened the power of

Sejanus, could not fail to wear a threaten-

ing afpeft to the houfe of Germanicus; and

fuch was now the authority of the favou-

rite, that the dread of his difpleafure fecmed

to
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to have Conquered every other fentiment

in the breads of thofe who, from birth and

fituation, ought to have been fuperior to

fervile fear. But pride, when feduced

by luxury, lofes the fupport of courage.

Terror eafily attains dominion over the

diffipated ;
and as the licentious are always

fcliifli, no generous effort in favour of

others can be expected from thofe who

are the Haves of vice.

The court paid to Sejanus convinced

Agrippina of the little dependence that

was to be placed on the friendfliip of

what is termed the world. She daily faw

thofe in whom ilie had been accuftomed to

place confidence, and who had been liberal

in their vows of eternal friendihip, fneak^

ing off to Campania, in order to obtain a

tranficnt view of the emperor, and his

minifter, when they vouchfafed in tlieir

failing parties to approach the Ihore. She

beard with indignation of the avidity witii

which at that aufpicious moment the nobles,

of
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of the highefl: rauk, mingling with the po-

pulace, prefled forward in crowds to catch

a glance from the favourite, and to load

him with thofe hollow compliments, which

were perhaps louder from the Internal con-

fcioufnefs of the maledictions with which

they were accompanied. This open difplay

of ferviliry infpired Agrippina with fenti-

ments of undifguifed contempt j
all the

aftors in the fcene were the objects of her

fcorn ;
and thofe who returned in defpair,

after having in vain endeavoured to obtain

an audience of the great man, had their

mortification aggravated by her derifion.

Very different were the fenfations with

which Sejanus viewed the mean and un-

worthy conduct of this degenerate race.

He beheld in it the fecurlty of maintaining

himfelf in his prefent power, and his ad-

vancement to future greatnefs. Already

Rome crouched in bondage beneath his

feet. A ftep
—a fingle ftep feemed now

Jill that was between him and imperial dig-

nity.
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nity. That ftep it feemed not difficult to

take. The murder of three individuals

was all that was now abfolutely necelTary

to make him mafter of the empire: and

if the protra£led life of Tiberius (hould

too long withhold him from the honour of

being firfi: in name as he already was in

power, nothing could be more eafy than to

find an opportunity of fliortening it.

Infpired by the demon of ambition,

Sejanus could not feparate the ideas of

abfolute power and complete felicity. It

was in vain that he obferved in Tiberius

the mod ftriking example of human mi-

fery j
in vain that he obferved how much

the unreflrained gratification of every ca-

pricious defire, and every malignant palTion,

augmented in him the feelings of wretch-

ednefs. The fire of ambition burned with

too fierce a flame to be quenched by the

reafonings of cool experience. The guilt

m which he had already plunged increafed

Its ardour, and impelled him to proceed

in
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in his career, without (loppimg to refleft

on the polTibility of its terminating in his

own deflru£lion.

The jealous and vindiftive temper of

Tiberius expofed him to the danger of

fnares into which candour and generofity

would never have been betrayed. Had

he been intent upon a£ls of benevolence,

he might indeed have been fo far milled

by the artifices of a falfe friend, as to have

bellowed his favours on unworthy objects ;

but this, though it might have occafioned

a cafuai regret, would never have fub-

jefted him to the bitierncfs of remorle,

nor awakened the terrors which arife from

the dread of retaliation. Thefe terrors

were the engines which Sejanus employed

to work the ruin of all whofe enmiry he

had reafon to dread, or who were in any

way likely to prove obftacles to his ambi-

tion. All whom gratitude or affection had

bound to the defcendants ofAuguftus were

included in this defcriptionj of them there-

fore
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fore few could hope to efcape the de-

flroyer*s vengeance.

Many of the principal adherents of the

houfe of Germanicus had already perilhed ;

but as fome of thofe had left relations who

were known to participate in their fenti-

ments, and who were fuppofed to entertain

a deep refentment of their injuries, thefe

muft neceifarily be exterminated, before

Sejanus could find himfelf at liberty to

proceed. Quintilius Varus, the fon of

Claudia Pulchra, was marked out as the

firil vi^im. Three circumftances combined

to render the deflruftion of Varus ex-

tremely defirable to Sejanus, and to the

wretches whom avarice had led to be the

inflruments of his wickednefs. Varus was

the relation ofAgrippina, and the fon of her

rnoft beloved friend : he had been, by the

injuflice of Tiberius, deprived of a mother

whom he dearly loved, and whofe lofs he

flill deplored with filial tendernefs: and

laflly,
Varus was poffefled of an immenfe

fortune.
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fortune. The lad confideration procured

for Sejanus all the alliftance he wanted.

Afer, who had with unblufliing efFron-

tery^ftood forward as the profecutor of

the mother, was again induced to proftitute

his talents to accomplilli the ruin of the

fon. The noble behaviour of Agrippina
had touched his heart with momentary

remorfe, and excited the livelieft emotions

of admiratioD and efleem
;
but ihefe feel-

ings having no fupport from principle,

were tranfient as the gilded clouds of

morning, which difperfe without leaving

a wreck behind.

When talents are united to profligacy,

nothing h(s than a miracle can effect a re-

formation. Afer, having fpent the wages
of his iftiquity upon his pleafiires, was

again involved in debt, and again mud
have recourfe to his genius to extricate

himfelf from embarraffment, and to pro-

cure the means of gratifying his tafte

for luxury. The large polTeflions of Va^

rus



i:
208 ]

rus ofTcred a temptation too powerful to

be refifted. Nor was it the needy profli-

gate alone whofe virtue yielded to the

temptation. Publius Dolabella, the de-

fendant of a noble family, a man related

to Varus by the ties of blood, and who

held a confpicuous fituation among the

Roman fenators, bafely confented to join

in the confpiracy from the hopes of Iharing

in the profits.

Agrippina had been of late too much

accudomcd to fee the fatal termination of

profecurions that had been commenced

againft thofe in whom (lie took an intercft,

to entertain any hopes of her friend. She

already confidered Varus as loft
;
and all

the grief that flie had fuffered on account

of his mother's fate was again renewed.

Agreeably was flie furprifed to find that in

this inftance the fenate proved lefs com-

pliant than it had hitherto been. No fe-

nator, indeed, had fufficient hardihood

openly to oppofe a profecution which was

known
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known to have been commenced under

the aufpices of Sejanus. But by refolving

that the caufe fliould ftand over till the

emperor's return to Rome, they put a ne-

gative upon the proceedings^ and left to

Dolabella and Afer the mortification of

having fold their honour without any other

reward than infamy.

Greatly as Agrippirta might rejoice in

the unexpefted efcape of Varus, flie could

not but be fenfible that Sejanus had fo far

gained his end, as to render it impoffible

for a man involved iii fuch circumftances

openly to efpoufe her caufe. While the

profecution hung over his head, Varus

muft in prudence remain paffive. Of his

advice and affiftance flie mufl: neceifarily be

deprived: nor would it be fafe for him

even to continue thofe attentions which

may be confidered as a part of the reve-

nues of the great, and of which no per-

fon who has been accuflomed to receive

them, can bedeprived,without experiencing

VOL. III. p a very
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a very fenfible mortiiication. When die

world withdrew its fmiles, it was not in

her own family that Agrippina could look

for confolation. Jealoufy and ambition

had fown the feeds of variance between

herfons; but though (heconfideredthe part

that had been taken by Drufus, in openly

adhering to her enemy, as altogether inde-

fenfible
; flie, by making the quarrels of

Nero her own, took a very injudicious

method of difplaying her refentment. By
this conduct fhe piqued the pride of Dru-

fus, and inflamed his violence; and thus

created an addition to her own mifery.

Incidents every day occurred to fhewthat

Drufus was entirely under the management
of Sejanus ; who artfully endeavoured to

make the young prince appear more en-

tirely, devoted to him than he in reality

was, and thus by widening the breach,

prevented the poffibility of fuch explana-

tions as might have led to reconcilement.

Could
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Could Agrlpplna have borne with meek-

tiefs thefe trials of her patience, ftie might

perhaps have defeated the defigns of her

adverfary, and by re- uniting her children

in the bonds of affeftion have renderecl

them too powerful to be attacked. But

meeknefs and moderation were not the

habits of Agrippina's mind. Her affec-

tion for Drufus added to the pain which

was infli^led by his conduft, and infufed

into her reproaches a greater degree of

bitternefs. Her remonftrances appeared

not fo much to be diftated by wounded

tendernefs, as by the haughtinefs of of-

fended pride ; they were confequently gal-

ling to the proud fpirit of her fon, who

found in them a
juflification

of his undu-

tiful behaviour; and as he never confidered

how much he had been himfelf to blame>

he attributed every expreffion of refent-

ment to an unjufl:
and unnatural averfion.

Confidering Nero as the caufe of his mo-

ther's antipathy to him, he fl-renuoufly

endeavoured
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endeavoured to form a party againfl his

brother, whofe amiiible manners he repre-

fented as the efFe6l of hypocrify. By no

itiifprefentation could Drufus fucceed in

throwing a flain on the chara^ler of Nero.

But though acknowledged to be the heir

of his father's virtues, he was not beheved

to be the favourite of Tiberius ; and as the

party of his brother was openly efpoufed

by Sejanus, mafiy thought it the fafer part

to follow the example of the minifler, or

at leafl: to a£l upon the referve.

Few were the friends to whom Agrip-

pina could now with fafety unburthen the

fulnefs of her heart. Her mother-in-laW

Antonia, with a prudence nearly allied to

felfifhnefs, kept aloof from all that might

difturb her peace ;
and in her care not to

embroil herfelf in the factions which fo un-

fortunately prevailed iri her family, put it

out of her own power to contribute to the

reftoration of its tranquillity. From the

length of time which the two elder princes

had



[ 213 ]

had fpent beneath her roof in the ab-

fence of their parents, (he might have been

expe^ed to have entertained for them fome

degree of partiality.
If (he felt fuch attach-

ment, Ihe did not confider it as prudent to

difplay it. She treated Agrippina and all

her children with a conflant and equal

kindnefs, but it was a kindnefs far diftant

from the cordiality of warm affeftlon.

After the death of Livia, Caligula refided

much with Antonia, who does not, how-

ever, appear to have conciliated his regard ;

it is indeed probable, that by endeavouring

to counteraft the efFefts of the indulgence

he had received from the emprefs, llie ex-

cited that diflike of which he afterwards

gave fuch fliocking proofs. In this youth

Agrippina faw that (lie could have little

comfort. As he advanced in years, the

fond hopes which had been infpired by the

promifmg appearance of his childhood,

were gradually expelled. She beheld with

pain
the alteration that had taken place in

the
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the expreffion of his countenance, which

but too tl-uly
indicated the jarring paffions

of his foul. Gladly would fhe have attri-

buted to difeafe the diftortion of his fea-

tures; but though the epilepfy, with which

•he was afflifted, might affeft his looks, and

even irtjure
his underftanding, it could not

account for the depravity with which his

young mind was already tinged. Agrippina

did not perhaps reflect on the circumftances

in which herfon had hitherto been placed;

file did not confider that from his cradle he

had breathed an atmofphere which was

loaded with the contagion of vice.  From

the adulation of the foldiers he had been

taught pride and vanity; from their conduct

he had learned cruelty; from their outra-

ges he had been infpired with fear. Agrip-

pina, by making him a party in her refent-

mentSj'increafed the irritabilityof his mind;

while timidity rendered him cautious and

deceitful. Brought up in a croud, he was

without afFe£lion; furrounded by flatterers,

he
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he knew not the value of a friend. He had

artfully contrived to infinuate himfelf into

the favour of Livia, to whom he behaved

with every appearance of refpe^; but no

fooner was llie dead, than he treated her

memory with contempt. How far he might

be encouraged by Antonia to vent hisfpleen

in farcafms upon the late emprefs, it is im-

poflible to determine; but it is highly proba-

ble, that when, in fpeaking of her wifdom,

he called her an "
Ul57fres in petticoats,'*

he was pretty well aflured that he might

take fuch liberties without giving offence.

The two younger daughters of Agrip-

pina were ftill in childhood and innocencej

they were confequently objeds of hope,

the only pleafurable emotion which her

mind had for a length of time experienced;

but in the circumflances in which flie was

placed, hope could not be fanguine. The

accounts which flie now received of her

filler Julia's death, recalled to her recol-

lection the period when her fifter was, like

them,
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ihem, difplaying the firfl bloom of open-

ing beauty, pure as the flowers of fpring,

and gay and happy as the lambs which

fported in the meadows. In the unhappy

Julia the gaiety of innocence had foon been

transformed into the levity of vice, and

how miferable had been the confequences!

Three and twenty years had flie languiftied

in wretched exile, before death, whom
ftie confidered as the only friend of the

wretched, brought a wiihed relief,

Agrippina fliuddered to think of the pof-

fibility that fuch a fate might at fome diftant

period be referved for a child of her's, in-

ctirred by fimilar depravity. But though
in her own condud: ftie has left the flrongeft

proof that vice was the objeft of her aver-

fion, and virtue of her admiration and re-

gard, it would have been difficult, if not

impolTible, for her to have inftilled thefe

principles into the minds of her children.

Had Ihe given them «
line upon line, and

precept upon precept,* they would not have

efcaped corruption, while they were ex-
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pofed to impreflions which tended to pro-

duce affociations of a nature direftly oppo..

fite. All who appeared to them to be happy,

were the vicious and tl>e diffipated ; with

vice and diffipation their ideas of happinefs

were confequently conne<5ted. The few

whom they had heard fpoken of as virtu-

ous, were at the fame time lamented as

. miferable ; they were the vi6lims of tri-

umphant villainy, nor were their fufFerings

or virtues honoured by the voice of public

approbation. The virtuous were therefore

the objects of pity, but it was pity too

nearly allied to contempt. Thefe were

imprelTions, which even with the aflifbnce

of more powerful motives thanAgrippina

had to offer, it would have been extremely

difficult to remove
;

to her the taflv (had

llie been fufliciently enlightened to attempt

it) would have proved impra61^icable.

While Agrippina was palling the heavy

hours in anxiety or forrow, flie was confi-

f^ered by the multitude as numbered among
the
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the favourites of fortune, to whom the

fares had deftlned the full enjoyment of fe-

licity.
Entitled by her birth to the envied

pre-eminence of princely rank, furrounded

by a numerous train of obfequious domef-

lics, attended whereyer fhe went with a

guard of honour, and living in all the

fplendour fuitable to her ftation, the fliort-

fighted vulgar imagined not how it was

poflible for her to tafte of mifery. It is

only by experience that the inefHcacy of

external circumftances can be fully proved;

nor can thofe who have never felt the pref-

fure of any evil excepting poverty, be eafily

made to comprehend the truth of the ob-

fervation fo feelingly exprelTed by the wife

Kins of Ifrael :
" the heart knoweth its

own bitternefs, nor doth a ftranger inter-

meddle with its joy."

Agrippina had long been watching with

anxiety the clouds which feemed to gather

round her head, but had no apprehenlion

of immediate danger from the threatening

{lorni.
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florm. She was fenfible that Tiberius

would never lofe an opportunity of morti-

fying her; and that Sejanus was too con-

fcious of having already offended her be-

yond forgivenefs, not to employ all his

intereft to work her ruin
;
but ftili. her

character infoired her with confidence, nor

was file without hope that (he might one

day triumph in the downfall of her infult-

ing foe, Sejanus, high as he now was in

favour, did not to her feem perfe^ly fc-

cure. Tiberius was incapable of affe£lion,

it was therefore only by interefl: that he

could be attached to any one ;
and though

Sejanus now appeared fo neceffaryto him

as the agent of tyranny, a time might come

when he might incur fufpicion and difgrace;

or if he even continued to baik in the fun-

Ihine of fortune during all the life-tirae of

his mafler, the fcene might foon change.

Tiberius was now in the feventieth year of

his age ;
his conftitution, though uncom-

monly robud, had been impaired by vicious

indulgence.
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indulgence. Already had the fymptoms of

difeafe appeared ;
the fcorbutic humours

of his blood had covered his face with

blotches, and rendered his countenance fo

hideous, that he could not bear to have it

looked at. It was not therefore probable

that he could long furvive. Her fons

were then the acknowledged heirs of em-

pire; and Nero, already the favourite of

the people, had fuch fuperior pretenfions

as no fa £1 ion would be able to refifl:.

By arguments fuch as thefe, Agrlppina

endeavoured to fupport her drooping fpi-

rits; (he was not always fuccefsful in her

efforts
;
but though (lie could not lofe the

fenfe of prefent evil, nor drive from her

mind the apprehenfion of future fufferings,

flie was too much miflrefs of herfelf to

permit any fymptoms of uneafmefs to ap-

pear. To feem afraid of Sejanus, was in

her opinion to give him a triumph greater

than any in which he had hitherto gloried.

Far from appearing humbled by the de*

fe^ion
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fe6tion of fo many pretended friends as had

of late deferted her, in order to pay their

court to Sejanus, (lie alTumed in her deport-

ment an air of more lofty dignity. Pride

forbad her to expoftulate or to complain,^

and taught her the art of appearing cheerful

with an aching heart; but the acrimony

which was mingled in her expreffions of

contempt, betrayed the wound flie fo affi*

duoufly endeavoured to conceal. The

language of forgivenefs was a (Iranger to

her lips. In her friendfliip and enmity

flie was equally ardent, and equally open;

nor did any regard to prudential confider-

ations reftrain her from uttering her fenti-

ments with peculiar energy.

In vain was flie alTured by her friends, that

Tiberius would fooner or later be made ac-

quainted with all that was now paffing in

Rome. In vain was fhe told, that the road to

Caprea was filled with informers, who, by

means of a regular correfpondence with the

domefticfpies flationed inevery diflinguiflied

family,
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family, were enabled to report, not only

the private actions, but the fecret fentimenis

of individuals. Though perfectly avi^are

that the power of Sejanus was now without

control, and that it would at leaft be pru-

dent to avoid aggravating his malice by

repeatedly provoking his refentment, flie

continued to fpeak of him with afperity,

and to treat his friends with haughtinefs

and contempt.

In the eyes of Sejanus, Agrippina's great-

eft crime was ftanding in the way of his amr

bition. By no mode of condudl could (he

therefore have found itpolTible to conciliate

his good-will: but in thus permitting herfelf

to follow the impulfeof herprefent feelings,

flie furnifhed him with weapons for her de-

ftruiftion.' Nothing was eafier than to give

the colouring of ambition to her condu(51-.

The freedom with which flie fpoke of the

minifter was interpreted into an avowed dif-

refpefl: for the emperor. The dignity with

which flie had hitherto repelled every in-

fult,
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fult, and the undaunted fpirit flie evinced

in the fupport of her friends, were con-

(trued into proofs of guilt. It was infinu-

ated, that no female in her circumflances

could have the courage (he difplayed, un-

lefs fuilained by the confcioufnefs of having

fecured the fupport of a powerful party.

Of this party Sejanus a(Fe£led to entertain

the utmoft dread. He reprefented to Ti-

berius,
*' that (liould they proceed in their

rebellious defigns, Nero would foon be

mafter of the Roman world. The empe-

ror would then in vain exert an authority

which, from a blameable lenity, he now

permitted to he dormant. Agrippina, he

faid, had by her artifices contrived to gain

the efteem of the people, nor was the alle-

giance of the nobles, in cafe of a revolt, to

be depended on as fecure. Where was

the great family in Rome that did not feel

refentment for the lofs of fome difting-uifhcd

relative, whom Tiberius had in his wifdora

feen it necefifary to cut off? Under the mail-:

of
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of adulation they difguifed their fentiments^^

but the defire of revenge lay rankling in

their hearts. Was it from them that the

emperor could expefl: fupport againfl the

ufurpation of a youthful prince, whofe en-

gaging manners gave the promife of a mild

adminiftration? Sejanus indeed hoped that

the army
—the proetorian guards at leaftj

would remain faithful; fmce under his com-

mand he had done much to fecure their

loyalty. But the name of Germanicus was

ftlll too much adored by the legions, to an-

fwer for the confequences.'*

Tiberius brooded in gloomy filence over

thefe alarming hints. The deeper he had

funk in pollution, the more fufceptible had

he become of the impreffions of terror,

and the feelings of averfion. A confciouf-

nefs of his own increafed unworthinefs

increafed his deteftationof the human racej

but it was thofe whom he had particularly

injured, who were ftill the
obje61-s of his

peculiar hate. He remembered how often

he
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he had caufed the tears of Agrippina to
"

flow, and in the recollection of every wound

he had infli£led on her heart, found a juf-

tification of his hatred. The blood of her

murdered brothers—her mother's dying

groans
—her beloved hufband*s untimely

fate—all appeared to Tiberius to be regifler-

ed in Agrippina's foul; and tormented as

he was bymifery in his unhallowed folitude,

he thought it irapollible that aught fave

the hope of vengeance could fupport her

fpiritSt He fuUenly ruminated on the va-

rious ways by which thefe hopes of ven-

geance might be accompliflied. She was

too ambitious of fame to employ the aflaf-

fin*s dagger, or the deadly potion; but if

by exalting her character above his, fhe

could (hine at his expence, was flie not

guilty of a greater crime? Should flie even

have refolved to wait till years and infir-

mities had brought him to the grave, was

it not the expectation that her fon, her

darling Nero, fliould then be promoted to

VOL. III. Q^ imferiaj
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imperial fwayjwhichinfpiredtherefolution'?

'rhrough Nero fhe ddubtlefs expefted to

gratify her own ambition: already in ima-

gination he faw her exulting in the fuccefs

of her hopes, and hailed by the heartfelt -"

gratulations of the people, who, in propor-

tion as they loved the fon of Germanicusj^

would reprobate the> memory of him who

had been his father*s enemy.
^
Long had Tiberius dwelt on every cir-

cumflancc which could tend to aggravate

his hatred, before he alTumed courage to

flrike the blow, by which alone he could

appeafe the fury of the paifions which in-

ceffantly tormented his breaft. Nor would

he have proceeded till death had removed

his mother from the world, had not the

impatience of Sejanus urged him to the

immediate execution of his purpofe. In

the life-time of the emprefs, Agrippina

thought herfelf fecure
;
but even then, at

the indigation of Sejanus, a letter of accu-

fation had been framed againfl: her, but

which



C 227 ]

\viiich Tiberius had tranfmirted to his mo-

ther, either as a matter of form, or in

hopes of having his views feconded by her

approbation.

Livia, v^^ho pofTefTed to the laft a fupe-

riority in quicknefs of difcernment, inftantly

penetrated the defigns of Sejanus; and

afllired that he had it in view to raife him-

felf upon the ruins of the imperial family,

ilie vehemently remonftrated with her fon

againft a meafure into which he had been

hurried by the mifreprefentations of infi-

dious enemies. Thus did Ihe when on the

verge of the grave exert her feeble endea-

vours to proteft thofe, who, but for her,

had never flood in need of protection.

Great had been her power of doing evil,

but fliort and limited was her opportunity

of doing good : Livia died almofl imme-

diately after this exertion, and by her

death left Tiberius at liberty to proceed

without control,

Agrippina, ignorant of thefe tranfa£):ions,

was quite unconfcious of the approaching
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danger. She heard that the fenate had

been hadily fummoned on account of the

arrival of difpatches from Tiberius, and

perhaps might dread to hear of their

containing a fatal denunciation againfl:

fome perfon in whom {he took an interefl.

But for herfelf flie at prefent apprehended

nothing further than a repetition of thofe

trials and vexations to which fhe had of

late been fo much accuflomedj and after

indulging a few conjeftures, returned to

thofe ftudies in which, fince her misfor-

tunes, fhe had found mod delight.

The fenators meanwhile affembled in the

temple. Having paid their devotions with

an offering of frankincenfe and wine on

the altar of the god to whom it was dedi-

cated, they took their feats. The prefiding

mag'flrate then with folemnity explained

the reafon of the meeting, and after fome

flattering compliments to the wifdom and

goodnefs of the emperor, laid before the

houfe the paper which he had gracioufly

been pleafcd to addrefs to his care,
rp.
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The letter was opened with due refpe*^,

and liftened to with profound attention.

It began in the vague and hefitating man-

ner fo frequently employed by Tiberius;

nor did it feem clear at what it aimed, till

mention was made of Agrippina and her

fon. It then afllimed a ftyle of fuch fevere

inve6iive as left no room to doubt that

ihey were the objefts of his vengeance ;

but fiill no fpecific charge was urged againfl:

them. So fpotlefs had been the conducSt

of Agrippina, that a haughty carriage and

unconquerable pride was all that the moft

exquifite malice could lay to her charge.

Nero was, indeed, accufed of diffipation;

but no plot to levy war againfl: the flate,

no treafonable practice or defign was im-

puted to him. Nothing was alleged againft

him that could be confl:rued into crime;

all that appeared was, that he had the

misfortune of being ofFenfive to Tiberius.

When the reading of the letter was

finiftied, a profound fjlence followed. The

fathers
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fathers fat In mute aftonlfliment, fcarcely

crediting the teftimony of their fenfes, and

willing to believe that all they had heard

was the illufion of a dream. Agrippina,

though no longer courted by the vain and

the interefled, was ftill the objed of uni-

verliil refpeft. Her illuftrious birth, her

high rank, and dill more exalted character,

rendered her perfon facred even in the

eyes of the mod profligate. Sentiments fo

long cheriflied could not in a moment

yield to new irapreflions; but as none had

courage to a£l in direft oppofition to the

emperor, it was only by murmurs and eja-

culation that their feelings were exprelTed.

At length one of the creatures of Se-

janus, a defpicable wretch, whofe name

has not been recorded, thought proper to

rife, and move that the contents of the

letter {hould be taken into confideration.

The motion was immediately feconded by
Cotta MelTalinus, one of the mofl noted

profligates of a profligate age, a man who

made
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made a fale of his talents, and perverted

the art of eloquence to the moft pernicious

. purpofes. In the prefent inftance his elo-

quence was of no avail. No other fenator

. {hewed an inclination to proceed. Thofe

in office knew not how to aft, and all the

leading members were either flruck with

horror, or involved in doubt and perplexity.

To the great fatisfaftion of the fathers,

Junius Rufticus at length arofe. This

man, from his intimacy with Tiberius, was

fuppofed to be acquainted with his fecret

wiilies. He had lately been appointed re-

gifter of the a£ls of the fenate, an employ-
ment never beflowed but on the emperor's

,
confidential friends. His character was

every way worthy of the court he ferved :

and as he was believed incapable of any

generous irapulfe, it was expefted that he

would not hefitate to explain what the

emperor's letter had left in fuch obfcurity.

Rufticus had not, however, been properly

inftrufted. By fome flrange negleft: he

had
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had been permitted to remain a ftranger

to the intentions of Tiberius j
and as the

letter before the houfe, though full of ac-

crimonious cxpreiTions, was without pre-

cifion, and pointed to no clear and definite

purpofe, he wifely concluded that it was a

mere ebullition of fpleen, and had no other

objeft than to perplex the fathers, and to

mortify the lofty fpirit of Agrippina. He
therefore alfumed the tone of moderation,

and concluded a fpeech of fome length by

moving that the confuls fhould adjourn

the debate.

Before Ruflicus had finifhed his bar-

rangue, the fenate- houfe was befet with

the cries of the multitude, and the names

of Agrippina and Nero were heard re-

peated from every quarter with clamorous

importunity. The crowd every moment

increafed, and foon became formidable.

"
Long live Tiberius! long live Agrippina

and Nero! the letter is a forgery!** were

the fentences fhouted by the innumerable

throng.
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ihrong. The images of Agrlppina and

Nero, borne aloft by the populace, in-

creafed the tumult of their paffions by

fenfible
obje£i:s,

and had not the vote of

adjournment pacified their fury, it is im-

poffible to fay to what extravagancies they

might at that moment have proceeded.

Intelligence of all that pafTed had by
this time reached the ears of Agrippina,

The aftonifliment which for a time over-

powered her facukies, foon gave place to

indignation, but it was an indignation full

of the bitternefs of wrath. Her fituation

had long been comfortlefs, and (he now

felt that it was befet with dangers; the

paffions were however at prefent too much

agitated to permit her thoughts to dwell

on any thing but the infult which had

been offered to her character and dignity.

To have her name mentioned with difre-

fyeS: in an letter publicly addrefl'ed to the

fenate, was an humiliation to which fiie

could not fubmit with patience. It was

intolerable
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inrolerable to her fpiritj
nor till the vio-

lence of her firfl: emotions was in fome

degree abated, did flie derive any fatisfac-

tion from the (Iriking proofs of attachment

and efteem which had been given her upon

this occafion by perfons of every rank and

denomination.

The appearance of Nero gave a new

turn to her feelings. At fight of her fon

die melted into tendernefs^ The idea of

the danger to which he was evidently ex-

pofed by the machinations of his enemies,

opened in her bread a new fource of an-

euilh. She knew that he was innocent,

and that the charge of debauchery, the

only crime alleged againfl him by Tiberius,

was without foundation; but flie likewife

knew that innocence was no fliield againfl

opprefTion and injuftice,
and that at Caprea

virtue was deemed the mod unpardonable

of offences.

Nero mingled his tears with hers ; he

befouglu her not to involve herfelf in his

fate.
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fate, but by feeking a reconciliation with

Drufus, to obtain his prote6lion, which, as

Sejanus could refufe him. nothing, would

cfFeaually fecure her from further moleda-

tion. As for him his life had long been

miferable ; the confcioufnefs of having

been betrayed by the wife of his bofom,

the objeel: of his tendered a{Fc(flion, had

deprived his foul of peace ;
fhe whom

he had fo fondly cheriflied and fo dearly

loved, would rejoice in his ruin, to which

her perfidy had fo dire^ly led. To efcape

the fnares that were fpread for him, he

• knew to be impoffible; but he wiflied to

fee his mother extricated from the danger

of being entangled in them, and declared

that in her fafety he fliould heartily rejoice.

The generous foul of Agrippina revolted

with horror frpm the propofal. To for-

fake a fon who had been always dutiful

and affeaionate, and from a felfifli confider-

ation of her own fafety to (loop to aflc

forgivenefs of a child who had by his con-

duft
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Ju61 given her the moft jufl oiFence^ were

alike repugnant to every feeling of her

heart. By exerting herfelf to re-animate

the drooping fpirits of Nero, fhe in fome

meafure reftored her own. The arrival

of friends who fucceilively came in with

frefli intelligence concerning the zeal and

affection of the populace, gradually excited

the pleafurable feelings which arife from

a confcious triumph over malice or
injuf-

tice. She lent a willing ear to thofe who

endeavoured to perfuade her that the

triumph was complete : and gladly in-

dulged the hope, that Tiberius, finding

himfclf defeated in his defign of expofing

them to infulr, would defift from perfe-

cuting her, either in her own perfon, or in

that of her beloved and amiable fon.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER VIII.

publication of Speeches attributed to the Se-

nators.—Their effect upon Tiberius.—
He threatens the Senate; the Senate com-

plies,
—Agrippina and her Son declared

JEnemies of the Public.—Situation of

Agrippina.—Agrippina and Nero
taken into Custody ; carried to the Coast.

—Malicious Joy o/Tiberius; enraged

at the Fortitude 0/ Agrippina.—Nero
sent to the Isle of Pontia.—Agrippina
barbarously treated; sent to Pandatara,

—Nero murdered.—Pontius Pilate.

•—The Centurion.—The Roman Soldiers,

witnesses of the Death and Resurrection

<5/" Christ.

A. D. 3Q.

THE open difplay which Tiberius had

now made of his implacably enmity

to the houfe of Gerraanicus, produced a

deep fenfation in the public mind. But in

the
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the midfl of the feelings of horror, refent-

ment, and alarm, fome confolation was

afforded by the conduct of the fenate,,

which, in declining to take the emperor's

letter into confideration, had fliewn fome

remains of that fpirit, which, if properly

exerted, might yet prove a bulwark againfl

th*e attacks of tyranny and opprelTion. To

keep alive this hope, and to vex Tiberius

by an unequivocal declaration of the fenti-

ments of the people, fpeeches fuch as would

upon a fimilar occafion have been fpoken

when liberty of debate prevailed, were

written and circulated, purporting to have

been delivered in the fenate-houfe by the

perfons to whofe names they were feve-

rally afcribed. So well was the forgery

executed, (if forgery it can be called) that

the charadlcr of every fuppofed fpeaker

was preferved, while each in his own pe-

culiar manner was made to exprefs the

feelings of indignation, horror, or con-

tempt. To Sejanus every fcheme of vil-

lainy^
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lainy was attributed: Sejanus was accufed .

as the author of every public misfortune,

and of every individual injury. His bafe

ingratitude to the defcendants of Auguftus,

his infufferable pride, avarice, and ambi-

tion, were pourtrayed in the moll: Hvely

colours, and fubftantiated by reference to

fafis, which Sejanus had hoped effeflually

to conceal.

Agrippina had been too well informed

of all that had pafTed, to be impofed upon

by thefe produ6tions. They were never-

thelefs extremely acceptable to her, nor

was it the part of her or her friends to un-

deceive thofe who believed in their authen-

ticity. A copy which had been privately

difpatched to Caprea, fell into the hands of

Sejanus, and as he had at firft no fufpicion

of the artifice which had been employed,

filled him with rage and condernation. His

fury againfl the fcnate knew no bounds,

nor did the deteftion of the fraud quell

the violence of his refentment. Had they

not
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not demurred on the letter of Tiberius, no

impoftor would have had an opportunity

to vent his virulence under the covert of

fuch refpe^led names !

Tiberius, who had been fo long accuf-

toraed to find the fenate devoted to his will,

as to confider that affembly in no other

light than as a convenient implement of

tyranny, was not prepared for even the

fhadow of oppolition. He expelled that

a hint frorn him would have been fuf-

ficient to decide the fate of Agrippina anc^

her fon. Great therefore was his indig-

nation, on finding that the want of any

fpecific crime to lay to their charge was

hkely to prove an obflacle to the accom-

plifiiment of his wiflies. Sejanus by every

art endeavoured to augment his rage. He

produced the pretended fpeeches of the

fathers, as proofs of their difaffe^lion, and

reprefented the people as ripe for revolt.

*' A new council of flate was," he faid,

f* fet up, and the decrees of that mock

aflembly
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ailembly were publifhed with an air of au-

thority. What now remains for the dif-

contented, bat to unfheathe the fword, and

choofe for their leaders, and even proclaim

as emperors, the very perfons whofe images

had been difplayed as the banners of fedi-

tion and infurre^lion?"

The enraged emperor difpatched in his

fury a letter to the fenate filled with expref-

flons of the keened reproach and bitterell

refentment : he renewed his complaints

againfl: Agrippina and her fon, and ex-

claimed with violence againft the conduft

of Junius Ruflicus, by whofe artifice the

authority of the prince had been eluded,

and hisjudgment fet at nought. A pro-

clamation, couched in terms of equal Seve-

rity, was at the fame time addrefled to the

populace concerning their late conduft,

and warning them againft the repetition of

a fimiiar offence, on pain of being punifhed

as traitors and rebels.

VOL. III. R Neither
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Ntiithcr letter nor proclamation failed in

producing the defired effe6l. The fathers,

on hearing the threats of the emperor,

looked on each other in confternation and

difmay. Their pufillanimous fpirits died

within them at the dread idea of his refent-

ment
;
and from the moment that fervile

fear took poffefTion of their hearts, all that

was due to honour, integrity, and jullice,

was forgotten. Without daring to enter

upon any debate, they inftantly agreed to

an humble fupplication and addrefs, in

which they deprecated the emperor's dif-

pleafure, apologifed for their pad negle^^,

and gave the flrongefl: affurances of being

ready and willing to prove their zeal by

pronouncing judgment in whatever way he

fhould be pleafed to direfi-.

Agrippina heard with indignant fcorn of

this fudden alteration in the fentiments of

the fathers, among wh©m were many who

had been bound by folemn vows, and the

ftill ftronger ties of gratitude aod obliga-

tion.
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lion, to proteft the widow and children

of Germanicus at the rilk of life arid for-

tune. She was now deferted by all ! All

had bafely yielded to the afcendancy of

fear, and with a felfifh regard to their own

immediate intercfl:, had offered to become

the inflruments of her deftruftion. Her

generous fpirit, which would have braved

any danger in defence of injured innocence,

was filled with indignation at the perfi-

dious meannefs of men whofe high ftationf

and illuftrious birth ought to have been

confidered as a pledge for magnanimity

and honour! She fawthat the confequences

would to her be fatal, but collefting the

ftrength of her mind, refolved to wait with

fortitude the burfting of the gathered

ftorm.

Tiberius, fomewhat pacified by the fub-

miflion of the fenate, returned an immedi-

ate anfwer to their difpatches, in which he

declared that his mind was on the rackj

and that various apprehenfions, like an in-

ward
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ward fire, confumed his peace. He knew,

he faid, by certain intelligence, that Agrip-

pina and her fon had formed a dangerous

league, and that their confpiracy, if not

prevented, would ere long bring ruin on

the ftate.

Thefe dark hints which were dill vague

and without precifion, were the only

grounds which the fenate had to proceed

upon in the trial of two of the firft per-

fonages in the Roman empire. As no fpe-

cific crime had been laid to the charge of

either, no witnefs could be cited to appear

againft them, neither could they be called

upon for their defence. By one mode of

conduft alone could the fenateapprove their

zeal, and acquit thcmfelves to the fatisfac-

tion of Tiberius. They did not long hefi-

tate : after a fliort debate, a motion, made

by one of the moft forward of the parti-

zans of Sejanus, was put and carried with-

out oppofitionj by thatrefolution, Agrip-

PINA
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riNA AND Nero were declared ene-

mies OF the public!

Agrippina was in feme raeafure prepared

for the blow, nor would pride permit her

to fink beneath its weight: but the difap-

pointment of her fond hopes with regard

to Nero inflifted a more cruel wound.

Since the death of Germanicus, thefe

hopes had been herconfolation in every for-

row, the folace of every affli£lion. Exile

or imprifonment was now to be the fate of

the dear youth to whofe reign {he had

looked forward with exulting expedtation.

Had he had been harfli, undutlful, or dif-

obedient, he would not thus have fuffered!

Filial piety was his only crime. He had

been the fupport of his widowed mother,

the comfort of her afflicted heart; and for

this, for this alone he had incurred the

hatred of Tiberius, who had been the re-

lentlefs perfecutor of her unfortunate race!

In thofe agitated moments Nero endea-

voured to fuftain the fpirits of his mother,

by
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by reprefenting the probability of their fooa

beholding better days. The time, he faid,

would fliortly come, when the Rojnan

people, who were at prefeiit reftrained by

terror, would have an opportunity of de-

claring their fentiments, which he knew to

be unalterably fixed in his favour. Till

that period arrived, Sejanus mighttriumph.

Exile might for the prefent be their fate;

but their exile would be fupported by

hope, and foftened by the exertions of

filial duty and parental tendernefs.

Agrippina liftened to the afFedlionate

remonflrances of her fon in hopelefs for-

row. She with anguifti contrafted the

conduct of Drufus with that of his deferv-

ing brother, and her knowledge of his

having entered into the confpiracy which

was formed for the ruin of thofewho ought
to have been moft dear to him, gave a

peculiar bitternefs to ail that ftie at prefent

ibffered. Of her fix children, it was from

Nero alone that ftie derived any comfort,

and
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and to him her fondnefs had proved fatal.

The jealoufy excited by her partiality had

fown thofe feeds of difcord which had been

matured in the bread of Drufus into deadly

hate; and in the anguifli of her foul fhe

now reflefted that flie had herfelf been

inftruraental in throwing her fon into the

arms of her enemies!

The reflections of Agrippifra were not

interrupted by the intrufion of viiitors:

fhe found herfelf abandoned and alone:

day and night palTed on, and no friend ap-

peared: a dreary folitude reigned through-

out the precioCts of her palace, which

feemed as if enveloped in peft-ilential va*

pours which none had courage to approach.

The giddy multitude, whofe ardent zeal

had fo lately burft forth with irrefiftible

impetuofity, feemed as if by an enchant-

ment to have been awed into filence. No
murmur of indignation was heard. Sub»

dued by the terrors which the proclamation

of Tiberius had infpired, the Roman peo-

pie



I 248 ]

pie tamely acquiefced in the moft flagrant

violation of the rights of juftice, and for-

fook in their calamity thofe whom they

had fo often vowed to cherifli and fupport.

Among the domeftics of the princefs,

thofe who had been corrupted by Livilla

were now divided among themfelves.

While the mofl: thoroughly depraved re-

joiced in the profpeft of their promifed

reward, others were feized with compunc-
tion for having betrayed their miftrefs, and

in the anguifh of their hearts intreated

her forgivenefs. By difclofmg to her the

whole of the infernal plan which had been

laid for her deftruftion, they added another

wound to thofe which already bled in her

lafcerated heart. Wherever fhe turned

her eyes, (he beheld only fcenes of perfidy

and wickednefs. Behind her flie faw tri-

umphant malice deriding her calamities;

before her the profpeft was blafted by

cruelty, and involved in darknefs. In vain

did the attendants, whofe tried fidelity in-

verted
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veiled them with the rights of friendfliip,

endeavour to foothe her perturbed fpirits;

in the violence of their iifflifStion, which

they found it impoffible to conceal, die

evidently faw that they confidered her

fate as already decided. Her daOghters

Drufilla and Julia caught fi-om them the

contagion of forrow; and though incapable

of forming any conception of the evils

which fo nearly threatened their unhappy

mother, gave way to tears and lamenta-

tions. Agrippina made no effort to afliiage

their grief ;
their tendernefs was the only

balm which fate had left to allay the fever

of her fpirits. In weeping over her chil-

dren (lie found fome relief to agony, but

was cautious how (lie indulged in feelings

by which her fortitude might be diminifhed.

Thus pafTed three wretched days, every

moment of which was loaded with anxiety.

Nero continued with his mother, fome-

times endeavouring to roufe her hopes,

fometimes giving way to defpair. Neither

attempted
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attempted to efcape from Rome
;

nor is

there any room to believe, that had fuch

an attempt been made it would poflibly

have proved fuccefsful. Had they even

contrived to elude the visiilance of the

guardsbywhom the palace was furrounded,

to what region could they direft their

fteps? Rome bad fpread its empire over

the greater part of the civilized world ;

and wherever the authority of Rome was

acknowledged, its alliance courted, or its

refentment feared, there Agrippina and

her fon would have found therafelves fub-

jefted to the tyranny of Tiberius.

Agrippina beheld the fun of the third

day fet in darknefs. Her daughters had

retired to reft
;

filence reigned in the

palace, and exhaufted nature was at length

inclined to feek relief in deep. Scarcely

had her eyes been fealed in flumber, when

one of the female Haves ruftied into her

chamber, exclaiming with horror that

the foldiers were at the gate! Agrippina

ftarted
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ftarred up at the found. She had no time

for recolletftion; the cries and lamentations

of her domeftics gave her a confufed Jdea

of what was probably paffing in the apart-

ment of Nero; and regardiefs of herfelf

file flew to fave or perilh with her fon.

At the door of her chamber {he wa^ met

by the ruffian whom Tiberius had fejefted

for the leader of the band; a wretch,

whofe ferocious countenance fliewed him

worthy of the pofl he filled. At fight of

this man Agrippina faw that her doom was

fixed. Colle£ling all the force of her mind,

(lie determined to meet her fate with a

fortitude becoming the charader flie had

through life fupported, and with dignified

compofure commanded the centurion to

inform her of what nature were the orders

he had received? The ruffian, without

deigning to reply, gave the fignal to his

men, who, rudely grafping the arms of

the princefs, loaded them with the heavy

chains made for the racanefl: of criminals ;

fetters
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fetters of the fame defcription were fcrewed

upon her feet. The fenfations which her

mind experienced during this tranfaftion, a

lively imagination may perhaps conceive,

but by no pen can they pofTibly be defcribed.

Deeply as (he was afFe£led, her uncon-

quered fpirit fubdued the weaknefs of her

fwelling heart. To complain would have

been to acknowledge the triumph of Tibe-

rius: flie therefore difdained complaint;

no figh, no tear betrayed the anguifti of

her foul. Without a flruggle fhe permitted

herfelf to be borne in the arms of the men

whom (he believed to be her appointed

executioners, to the litter which waited for

her at her palace gate. The apartments

through which (he paffed were filled with

foldiers; but though no domeflic was

permitted to appear, (lie diflin£lly heard

the fobs and groans which iffued from their

hearts, and echoed through the interior

of the building.

The clofe litter into which fhe was

thrown inflantly moved off, fhe knew not
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in what direftion: nor was it to her a

matter of any moment where her wretched

days fliould clofe
;

all that (lie now wiflied

was their fpeedy termination. Now that

fhe was free from obfervation, the fupport

that her fpirits had derived from the feel-

ings of indignant pride forfook her mind;

fuffering nature fought relief, and in tears

and lamentations fhe eafed the oppreflive

burthen of her forrow. Through the

openings in the lop of the litter (he per-

ceived the approach of morning, but the

return of day brought no mitigation of

her fufferings. Ignorant of the fate of

her fon, fhe knew not whether fhe was

not now furrounded by his murderers,

nor was rhe horrid image which this

idea prefented to her imagination to be

reckoned among the lead of her prefent

torments.

Nero, who had been feized in the fame

moment with Agrippina, had been treated

in a manner equally brutal. The litter in

which
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which he was carried immediately followed

hers, but fo clofely were both carriages

conftru^led, that no obje£l could be feeti

from cither. No found was heard, fave the

trampling of the mules upon the pavement,

or from time to time the voices of the

gu:uds, denouncing vengeance on whoever

dared to approach, or even to gaze from

a dillance on the party. Appalled by the

threats of the foldiers, the people every

where retired : but the mifery which no

eye was fuffered to behold, made the deeper

impreflion upon every heart. All were

(truck with aftonifliment at the cruel indig-

nity offered to perfons of their illuftrious

rank; while thofe more particularly at-

tached to the houfe of Germanicus mingled

their ejaculations of horror and amazement

with imprecations and vows of vengeance.

Shut up in an airlefs vehicle, which per-

mitted her not to feek relief from change

of pofture, and galled by the heavy irons

which encircled her tender limbs, the bo-

dily
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dily fuJfFerings of Agrippina v/ere dreadful,

but they were far furpalTcd by the anguiih

of her mind. Of all the palrxS Ihe now

endured, none was to her more intolerable

than the idea of being thus carried about

through the Roman territories, as if to

grace ihe triumph of her foes. She felt

thatTiberius, in making her milery a fpec-

tacle, aimed at a refinement in malice; and

while he exulted in her \vretchednefs, took

pleafure in making a difplay of it to the

people, by whom he knew her to have been

ever reverenced and beloved.

Agrippina was too well aquainted with

ihe emperor's charafter to make an erro-

neous judgment concerning the motives by
which he was now influenced. No fooner

had he heard of the infamous decree which

terror had extorted from the fenate, than

he fele£led from all the plans of cruelty on

which his gloomy imagination revelled,

that which appeared mod likely to afford

to vengeance the delight of a long pro-

traftcd
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traced feaft. That defire of happinefs

which nature has implanted in the human

breafl: as the great fpring of a£lion, im-

pelled him to the execution of his infernal

purpofe; and in the vain hope of finding

in the gratification of malignity fome alle-

viation of the torments which inceffantly

preyed upon his heart, he ordered Agrip-

pina to be brought to a place within his

view. The fpot he had chofen for this

purpofe was a caftle in the vicinity of

Herculaneum, exa£lly oppofite to the ifland

of Caprea, from which it could be dif-

tinftly feen. Taking his ftation on a pro-

montory which commanded the coaft, he

waited with anxiety for the fignal flag,

which was to notify the arrival of the flate

prifoners at the caftle, and when he at

length beheld it waving in the air, felt a

ftiort-lived tranfport of delight. The idea

of Agrippina's high fpirit fubdued by mi-

fery, or maddening in the agony of impotent

refentment, afforded a glut of fatisfadlion

to
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to his heart; but quickly does the joy of

the wicked perifh! The increafed fever of

his mind gave an additional fharpnefs to

the pangs of confciencej and while he

triumphed in the fuccefs of his malignity^

he was filled with terrors and anxieties,

which incelTantly agitated his fpirit, and

deprived his foul of reft. The fight of

Agrippina's prifon could no longer afford

delight. He turned from it in difguft, de-

termined to prepare for hlmfelf a new gra*

tification, by inflifting an additional load of

mifery on thofe w^hom his propitious ftars

had now put fo completely in his power.

In a difpofition in which the moft trivial

occurrence was fufRcient to irritate his

pafiions, and to betray the horrors which

preyed upon his heart, Tiberius defcended

from the rock, and took the way to his

houfe. He was now alone, and though

he abhorred fociety, folitude filled him with

alarm; great, therefore, was his terror,

on beholding a perfon making towards

VOL. III. s him
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him with uncommon fpeed, and which ever

way he turned following his fleps, and

gaining ground upon him too fad to leave

him any hope of efcape. He trembled ;

the agitation of his mind would not permit

him to proceed. Sternly eyeing the fuf-

pefted traitor, he to his great relief beheld,

inilead of a ferocious affaffin, a fimple filh-

erman, who approached with the utmofi:

refpect, and on his knees prefented the

fruit of his morning's labour, a barbel of

uncommdh fize
; which, as it was a fpecies

of fifli in much requefl for the empe-

ror's table, he thought himfelf fortunate

in having thus opportunely caught, and

made no doubt of receiving a handfome

reward. Tiberius, enraged at the intrufion,

fnllenly defired the man to follow him, and

pafTed on, till meeting with fome of his

people, he flopped, and ordered them to

fecure the fi(herman, and chaftife him for

his infolence by rubbing his face with his

own barbel. The poor fellow was obliged

to
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to fubmtt; and after having had his wea-

ther-beaten countenance befmeared with

the fliray fubflance, he with fome humour

thanked his (tars that he had not brought

with him a large crab which he had like-

wife taken on the fame morning! The

expreffion did not efcape the ears of the

emperor j
he ordered the crab to be in-

flantly brought, and with the claws and

edge of the fliell cut and mangled every

feature of the poor wretch's face.* To fuch

mean a6ls of vengeance was he impelled

by the tyranny of thofe vindi6live paffions

which reigned in his perturbed bread:!

-

Agrippina, in the midft of all her fufFer-

ings, was comparatively happy; flranger to

remorfe, and preferving in every fituation

a high fenfe of what was due to her own

character and dignity, it was not in the

power of Tiberius to degrade her mind,

or to deprive it of the confcioufnefs of ex-

*
Suetonius, in relating this incident, refers it to an

earlier date.

alted
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alted worth. In carting her eyes upon

Caprca, (he inftantly comprehended the

reafon of her being brought within reach

of the tyratit's
view. She faw that it was

his intention to mortify her by the know-

ledge of being under the immediate eye of

thofe to whom her mifery afforded fubjeft

of joy and exultation; and confidering

every figh Ihe breathed as a grateful tribute

to her enemies, fhe refolved to fupprefs

every expreffion of feehng, and to fuftain

with undaunted firmnefs all that malice

could inflift.

Many were the painful emotions which

the view of Caprea excited in the bofom of

th'is unhappy princefs. There Tiberius,

after having obtained all the defires of

his heart in the deflrudion of thofe he

hated, revelled in delight. He dwelt in

fccurity, the favourite of the gods; his

will was law; his every wifh was gratified ;

and her mifery now filled his cup of blifs!

There too Sejanus triumphed
—the proud,

the
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the detelled Sejanus ! He and Livilla might

now gratify their malice, by viewing from

their (lately porticos the walls of her difmal

prifon. Perhaps her fon, her once-loved

child, made a party in their revels! Drufus

from Caprea beheld unmoved the dreary

dwelling where his mother pined in folitude

and grief: the malice of the others could

only excite her indignation j it was his

unkindnefs that pierced her foul.

Far worfe than the pangs (he had en*

dured at his birth, were thofe ilie now fuf-

fered from the cruel defertion of this un-

worthy fon. Short did the time appear

fmce he had hung an helplefs infant at her

bread; in the mother's memory each en-

dearing fmile was fondly regiftered, nor did

a grace of infancy efcape her recollection.

The anxieties he had caufed in fickn^fs or in

abfence, the hope he had infpired, or the

joy he had imparted, all was now recalled

to mind, as an aggravation of forrow. As

the mother of mankind bewailed her firft-

bom
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born fon, wliofe rutlilefs paffions firft be-

fprinkled the earth with humanblood, fo did

Agrippina now mourn over the conduft of

Drufus. He, like Cain, had lifted his hand

againft his brother; and (lie, like Eve, re-

membered, that however guilty, however

miferable, he was flill the offspring of her

womb, the child fhe had nurtured in her

bofom!

Although it would not have fuited the

malignant views of Tiberius to permit to

Agrippina and Nero fuch comfort as would

have been derived from enjoying the me-

lancholy privilege of unburthening their

forrows in converfation with each other,

they foon difcovered that they were lodged

in the fame prifon. How Nero fupported

himfelf under the rigour of his fate is un-

known; he however, in the mildnefs of

his temper, and the fanguine fpirits of

youth, poffeffed fome advantage over his

unhappy mother. Her feelings of the pre-

fent were more acute, her hopes in regard

to
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to the future lefs vigorous; yet did flie

not permit her fortitude to be lliaken, nor

did ilie by any indication of fear betray

a weaknefs unvvordiy of her birth or cha-

racter. Deprived of all the appendages pf

greatnefsj no longer furrounded by a train

of obfequious doineftics; no longer ap-

proached with reverence, nor treated with

any degree of that refpe61: to which fhe

had from infancy been accuflomed; in

chains and in folitudej ilie forgot not that

flie was the grand-daughter of an emperor,

and widow of the bed and braved of men.

It is aiferted by the hiflorian of " The

Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,"

that as
" female fortitude is commonly arti-

ficial, fo it is feldom fleady or confident."*

Agrippina is one of the many thoufand

indances which may be adduced as proof

that the alfertion is unfounded, and the

conclufion falfe. Active courage belongs

not to the female charafter; when it oc-

*
Gibbon, voj. ii. 8vo. edit. p. 43. curs,
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curs, it is an exertion beyond the ftrength,

and may therefore deferve the epithet of

artificial J but the nobler virtue of enduring

fortitude fcems to be the gift with which

nature has peculiarly endowed the fex. To
the unihaken fortitude which women have

often difplayed in the hour of trial, ancient

and modern hiilory bear witnefs. In public

life, and ftill more in its retired fcenes, have

the greateft fufferings been magnanimoully

fupported by the female mind; nor are there

many inftances upon record, of fear having

produced a bafe defertion of principle in

the minds of the mod fearful. Rather

than betray the friends who trufted in

them, or injure the caufe in which they

had engaged, pain has been endured with-

out repining, and death embraced with

cheerfulnefs. Few have, like Zenobia,

meanly endeavoured to fave themfelves at

the expence of every facred tie of honour ;

and though the tone of Agrippina's mind

poffefled an unufual degree of firmnefs, the

intrepidity
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intrepidity with which fhe bore her mis-

fortunes, is lefs remarkable, becaufe lefs

rare, than the bafe cowardice of the Sy-

rian queen.

Tiberius was enraged to find that his

hopes of fubduing Agrippina*s mind were

likely to be difappointed. Her fpirit was

ftill unconquered; and the more fne mani-

fefted of that greatnefs of foul, which he

confidered as an alfertionof fuperiority, the

more was he exafperated againfl her. In-

fpired by the mean jealoufy which is con-

genial with little.minds, he had on all occa^

iions proclaimed his fovereign contempt for

the fex; nor could he now endure to be-

hold in a woman the difplay of that mag-

nanimous refolution to which it was, in

his opinion, unpardonable prefumption in

any woman to afpire. Enraged that Agrip-

pina would not fubmit to be dcfpifed, he

refolved to take the (lepmofl likely to drive

her to defpair. Nero was fent oif in chains

to the ifle of Pontia, nor could the fond

mother
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mother hope that her eyes were ever more

to be gladdened by the prefence of her

darling fon.

In lofing Nero, Agrippina lofl every

motive which could operate as a reftraint

upon her feelings. The tyrant could do

no more. She might now bid defiance to

his malice, and cared not how foon ihe

provoked him to inflicl: that death to which

&e looked as a deliverance. Her expref-

fions of refentment were therefore no

longer guarded by any prudential confi-

deration. She openly exclaimed againfl

the favage cruelty of the emperor. She

recapitulated his crimes, and by venting

her indignation againfl: the author of her

misfortunes endeavoured to relieve the

agony of her heart. The brutal centurion

faw with pleafure the opportunity which

was thus afforded him of executing the

commiffion he had received from Tiberius;

with the infolence of a mean and vulgar

mind he mocked her paflion, and reminded
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her that he had the power to punilli her

temerity. Agrippina difdained to make

any other reply to his v/ords than by a

look of fcorn, which he no fooner per-

ceived, than he lifted his audacious hand

and (truck her on the face. The blow

was violent, and fo well had the wretch

taken his aim, that it proved inflanily fatal

to one of her eyes, which was wrenched

from the focket by the ftroke.

The agonifmg torture of the wound

might poflibly for a time fufpend the power

of recollection
;
but no fooner were her

fenfes reflored, than the miferable Agrip-

pina refolved by death to prevent the re-

petition of any perfonal infulr. Abllinence

was the only means by which fhe could

eifcft her purpofe : die therefore with

determined refohuion refufed to tafte of

food, and having calculated on the time

that would be neceffary to extinguifli the

vital principle by this flow mode of felf-

deflru(5tion.
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deflru<rtion, confoled herfelf with looking

towards the period of her releafe.

Tiberius had fcarcely tafted of the plea-

fure v/hich the favage brutaHty of the

centurion had afforded his obdurate heart,

ere he was alarmed by the apprehenfion

of lofing, by Agrippina's death, the enjoy-

ment which he had promifed to his heart

in her protra£led fufferings. He deter-

mined that flie (hould not thus elude his

vengeance. Strifl orders were immediately

iifued to thofe who had the charge of her

perfon to fave her life, at the peril of their

own. The orders were punctually obeyed :

in fpite of her ftruggles and refiftance, food

was forced down her throat
;
her mifer-

able exiftence was prolonged ; and Tibe-

rius had the cruel fatisfaClion of forcing

her to live in all the anguiili of flow con*

fuming pain.

How flie endured the accumulated fuf-

ferings under which {he groaned, is indeed

aftonifliing. To her high fpirit, the lead

of
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of all the evils flie now was doomed to

bear, would have appeared intolerable in

profpeft, and yet their united force did not

cut the thread of life. She was deflitute

of every fupport, but that of innocence;

uncheered by any hope, fave that v.'hich

arofe from the profpeft of being furvived

by a fpotlefs reputation. Thefe, however,

failed not to be the folace of her prifon

hours, and were the probable means of

enabling her to drag on her melancholy

exiftence.

In the view ofAgrippina's prifon, Tibe-

rius had expefted to find a never-failing

fource of fatisfaflion. But the wicked-

nefs of his heart had deceived him. The

idea of her being fo near to him was

now intolerable; and as her image incef-

fantly haunted his imagination, and never

prefented itfelf without awakening the

fcorpion frings of confcience, he thought

that by removing her to a diftance, he

flioulJ, while he dill enjoyed the idea of
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her fufferings, lofe the agitation which

was occafioued by her immediate vicinity.

The deflrudion of her happinefs was now

accomphfliedj but as no fliaft of malice had

been able to wound her charafter, his tri-

umph was but half complete. This reflex-

ion funk deep intohis heart, and me anguifli

of difappointed rage deprived him of the

refrefliment of fleep, and addedTo much to

the ferocity of his temper, as to render him

terrible to all who approached him.

Of all the fchemes that prefented them-

felves to his infernal mind for fullying the

fpotlefs fame of Agrippina, none appeared

upon examination practicable. As a wife,

fhe had been a pattern of fidelity and affec-

tion; as a widow, flie had condudled

herfelf with undeviating propriety and de-

corum. Her conduft had in every fituation

been equally pure and irreproachable; nor

on a retrofpe£l of her life, could a moment

of levity be found, which had left an un-

guarded opening for the attack of calumny.

The
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The guilt which could not be imputed,

might however, by a mafter-flroke of po-

licy, be inferred. By baniiliing her to the

ifland of Pandataria, where her wretched

mother had been fo long confined, Tiberius

flattered himfelf it might be poffible to

make the world believe, that there was the

fame fimilarity in their crimes as in their

punifhment ;
and though this by no means

anfwered the depth of his malignity, it

was the only method he could devife of

throwing a flur upon a character which

he knew to be purity itfelf.

Agrippina, deprived of fight, and fink-

ing under the double load of pain and for -

row, was thrown on board a paltry veflel,

which Tiberius with barbarous joy beheld

fet fail for Pandataria. Never fince the

death of Gcrmanicus had {he embarked

from any port of Italy. How flriking

was the contraft ! Inflead of the acclama-

tions of admiring crowds, the only found

that now alTailed her ears was the coarfe

ribaldry
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i-'ibaldry of her favage guards. Inflead

of the kind adieus of affeflionate friends,

whom zeal and gratitude had ever led in

numbers to convoy her to the Ihore, (he

received the muttering curfes of a fierce

banditti, who went with reluctance on a

fervice which was to deprive them of the

grofs pleafures they had enjoyed in the

voluptuous capital. Initead of the tender

attentions of a beloved hufbaud, flie was

now to receive the commands of the brutal

wretch from whom (lie had already re-

ceived the crueleft of infults. Surely if

mental fullering could reach the fprings

of life, Agrippina had never furvived this

miferable voyage!

Could her woes have admitted of aggra-

vation, her feelings of wretchednefs would

have been increafed by the melancholy

which reigned in the barren ifland that was

deftined for her refldence. Every objed
reminded her of her unhappy parent, whofe

bones were there configned to an ignoble

grave.
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fhed tears of bitternefs
;
but in contetu-

plating the fpot where Julia mouldered ia

the dufl, Ihe derived the only confolation

of which her mifsry would now admit—

the confolation of refle£ling that the hour

of death, however its approach might be

retarded by the natiiral vigour of the con-

ftitutior, muft at length arrive; and that

the time mu^ come, when file toofhould

find repofe,
'* where the wicked ceafe

from troubling, and the weary are at reft.**

If the injurywhich her fight had fuftained

from the lofs of one of the Vifual orbs,

permitted her to obtain a view of the adja-

cent ille of Pontia, the idea of her vicinity

to Nero could not fail to affedl her heart.

Concerning his fate fhe could now enter-

tain no hope, excepting what arofe from

a pofTibility of the tyrant's death ; for too

well did fhe know the relentlefs nature of

his heart, to expeft that it would ever

foften towards one he had fo greaily in-

voL. III. T
jur.^d.
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jured. Before the firft lingering year had

clofed, even this latent hope was loftj and

{he felt that notwithftanding all (lie had

endured, (he had, in the idea of Nero's

iafety, been faved from the acme of mifery

and defpair. By Nero's death her cup of

forrow was completely filled. The fcenc

of futurity was now (liut in darknefs, and

we can only hope that the excefs of grief

might produce a ftate of torpour, fuch as

would render her in fome degree infenfible

to the miferies of her fituation.

By the imprifonment of Nero, Sejanus

had feen his plans of ambition in a fair way
of being accomplished ; but while the

prince was permitted to live, he could

have no fecurity of their being ultimately

fuccefsful. He therefore loft no oppor-*

tunity of inftigating Tiberius to the mur-

der of his grandfon, which he reprefented

as a meafure neccflary to his own fafety.

Nor did Tiberius ftand in need of much

perfuafion to urge him to the cruel deed,

A centurion
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A centurion, probably the fame that had

been employed to execute his ferocious

vengeance on Agrippina, was difpatched

to the iile of Poatia, with orders to pafs

himfelf for an officer bearing the commif-

lion of the fenate whofe pretended decree

he was to execute. This man, paying a

willing obedience to the commands of his

cruel mafter, arrived at Pontia, and in the

charafter he had been direfted to aflume,

gave Nero notice of his approaching fate.

Every thing was prepared for the exe-

cution—the inftruments of death were dif-

played
—all was arranged in terrible array

before him. To the fon of Germanicus

no means remained of faving himfelf from

the ignominy of perilliing by the execu-

tioner, but that of feeking death from his

own hand. How he accompliflicd his de-

fign has not been fully explained. The

above is the account that was given at

Rome ot the black tranfaiflionj and no

fooner was it fpread through the city, than

it



C 276 ]

It occafioned a deep and unlverfal fenfatioft

of forrow and regret.

Of all the fons of Germanicus, Nero

had been mod univerfally beloved. It was

he alone who, by the graces of his perfon

and the elegance of his manners, recalled

to the memory of men an image of his

father. His death brought back the re-

colleftion of his fiuher's virtues, and his

father's wrongs: and the people, though

they had been reibained by their fears

from openly efpoufing the caufe of inno-

cence againft the tyrant by whom it had

been opprefTed, fecretly uttered the bitterefl

execrations of their hearts. Tiberius did

not hear their curfes, but from the open

difplay that was made of grief, he was well

alTured he did not efcape the cenfure

and detcftation which his crimes fo well

deferved. Though callous to the feelings

ofcompunftion and remorfe, he was not

infenfible to the opinion of the world
j
and

as pride prevented him from being at any

pains
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pains to conciliate the efleera or good-will

of his fellow-creatures, by impofing a

reftraint upon his malignant palTions, the

confcioufnefs of being hated ferved to

augment their fury.

It would be highly improper in a Chrift-

ian writer, to clofe an account of the tran-

fa£lions f the prefent year, without meni

tioning that it has by many writers been

alhgned as the sera of the mod memorable

event that men or angels were ever called

to witnefs.

For hundreds of years had the cha-

ra£ler of Tiberius been foretold in the

books of prophecy, where he is defcribed

as " a monarch of fierce countenance,

and underftanding dark fentences,* who

fliould deftroy, and praftife to deflroy the

mighty ;
and through his policy caufe craft

to profper; and ihould magnify hirafelf

in his heart, and in peace fliould deflroy

*
Probably alluding to his pretended Ml in aftro-

Jogy, on which he greatly piqued himfelf.

manyj
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many; he (it
was declared) (hould alfo (land

up againfl: the Prince of princes !"| The

prophecy was now fulfilled. At the tri-

bunal of theproconful of Tiberius, Jesus

Christ was condemned to the death of

the crofs. Tiberius, who had fo often made

innocence fuffer, was the oftenfible judge

of the Saviour of the world, for in his

name was the iniquitous decree of Pilate

pronounced!

As mod of the proconfular governments

were now filled by the creatures of Sejanus,

it is probable that Pontius Pilate owed his

exaltation to him. He was not however,

like Sejanus, fo hardened as to commit

cruelty and injuflice without remorfe. Tho*

in order to gratify the rancour of the

prejudiced multitude, he meanly fubmittcd

to aft againfl; the dilates of his confcience,

he publicly attefl:ed the innocence of the

perfon he condemned; and fearing that the

blood of the
jufl;

{hould bring down the

t See Daniel viii. 23, 34, 25. judg-
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judgment of the gods upon his guilty head,

he, by a folemn ablution, endeavoured to

avert from himfelf the punifliment which

he believed would follow fuch a crime.

The condu£l of the legionary foldiers

to one who, according to the atteftation of

their Roman governor, was innocent of

the crimes laid to his charge, affords fuffi-

cient proof of the ferocity of their man-

ners, and the delight they took in the exer-

cife of cruelty. Yet even thefe men, whofe

hearts were hardened in the fchool of

blood, did not fee unmoved the awful fcene

that was exhibited on Calvary. The cen-

turion, who had at lead licenfed, if he had

not promoted, the infults that were offered

to the blelTed Jesus by the men under his

command, flood with them near the crofs,

while they derided his fufferings, which,

as crucifixion was the death allotted to

flaves and criminals of the lowefl order,

excited no pity in their breafts. In fuch

fpedacles they had been accuflomed to

take
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take delight; butfoondid their fentiments

undergo a change; emotions never before

experienced touched their hearts. While

loft in aftoniftiment at a difplay of magna-

nimity fuch as they had never feen exem-

pli6ed in human char a£ler, the confcioufnefs

of their former unworthy opinion of the

dignified fufFerer infpired them with a

deeper and more reverential awe. As

they gazed in admiration, the fun withdrew

its light; thick clouds of darknefs filled the

air; the objedl on which they had fixed

their eyes was veiled in obfcurity; but th6

voice that was fent forth funk into their

inmoft fouls. It is not furprifing that at

that awful moment, men who had never

before felt a devotional impulfe fhould

have glorified God! The centurion was

not afliamed to confefs convi£rion: " after

he faw the things which had paffed, he

faid, Certainly this was a righteous per-

fon; truly this was the Son of God.***

• See Note L. Jhc
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The provifion made by Providence for

die fpread of the Gofpel, in making the

Romans (who were Grangers to the law,

and aliens to the comraonweakh of Ifrael)

witneffes of the Meffiah's death, is fuiKci-

ently remarkable. When the law was

promulgated from Sinai, Jews alone were

fpectators of the foleran fcene; but now

that the pariition-wall, which had divided

the Gentile and the Jew, was to be thrown

down, and all the faithful out of every

kindred and people to be gathered into

one, a greater degree of publicity was ne-

cefTary. The Romans were not only to

be fpeclators of the death of Chrid, but

witneffes of his refurrection: the jealous

fufpicions of the Jewidi rulers were ren-

dered inftruraental towards this important

purpofe. At the requefl: of the Jews, the

heathen fold iers of Tiberius were appointed

to guard the maffy fepulchre, where the

body of hira they had feen crucified was

laid. In the performance of their duty,

they
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they were called to the privilege of behold.

ing the mcft interefling fpe^acle which

was ever prefented to the eye of man: they

fr.w the Saviour of the world bur ft the

bands of death! They heard the glorious

ineflenfrer of the Lord, who came down

from heaven, pronounce the gracious en-

couragement,
*' Fear not ye!" to the

humble but faithful friends of Jesus—
words which (lied a ray of light over the

darkeft hours of human defliny! words

which have changed the nature of human

events, transforming adverfity into a blef-

fmg, and making the wifdom of this world

fooliflinefs ! While Tiberius, the creature

of a moment, whofe lengthened reign is

but a fpeck in the annals of time, was ex-

ercifmg his power in fpreading terror and

defolation, the melTenger of the Most
High announced to the righteous the ti-

dings of everlafting joy! In the refurrec-

tion of Christ, fuch full affurances were

given of a future ftate, as fhould thence-

forth



[ 283 ]

forth render the tranfitory ills of life only

dufl in the balance! By it death was di-

verted of its terrors! by it the grave was

denied the triumph of an everlafling victory!

CHAP.
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CHAPTER IX.

.'Emilia LepidAj the Wife of the younger
D R u s u s, seduced /^j/

Se j a n u s ; shefalsdy

accuses her Husband.—Dru s u s cast into

Prison.—7^he Emperor begins to be jealous

o/Sejanus; plots his Destruction.—Se-

JANUS betrayed^ andput to Death; cruelty

of the Magistrates to his Children.—His-

tory of the Alurder of Dru s us revealed

by Apicata.—Execution of Livilla

and her Associates.—Tiberius increases

in Wickedness and Misery.
—Occurrences

at Rome.—Death of Drusus.—Death of

Agrippina.—Conclusion.

A. D. 30—ou—33.

NO foo'ner had Sejanus effe£led the

defl:ru61ion of Nero and his mother,

than he began to lay fnares for the unfor-

tunate Drufus, who, much as he had been

to blame in fuffering himfelf to be drawn

into
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into the CGnfpiracy againft his brother, v/as

not fo hardened as to be deftitute of com-

punction and remorfe. He reflecfled with

bitter regret upon the part he had afted ;

and willing to alleviate the anguifli of felf-

reproach, by throwing the guilt upon

others, he fpoke with refentment of the

artifices which had been made ufe of in

order to exafperate him againft his brother.

His wife did not efcape her fliare of cen-

fure : in the heat of pallion he accufed

her of having entered with unbecoming

warmth into the interefts of Sejanus, and

of having fhewn indecent joy at the mis-

fortunes of Agrippina, who was in every

refpecl her faperior.

The pride of Emilia Lepida took iire;

and inllead of endeavouring to foothe the

diftreiTed mind of h<?'r hufband, flie com-

plained to Sejanus of his unreafonablenefs

and cruelty, bemoaning her unhappy fate

in being united to a man poiTeffed of fuch

a violent fpirit. Sejanus did not lofe the

opportunity
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opportunity which thus ofFered, of inflnua-

ting himfelf into the good graces of -Emilia*

Her pride, her levity, and want of prin-

ciple, all combined to encourage hin\ in the

profecution of his plan of villainy; nor was

he long in triumphing over the honour

of this weak and unworthy woman. No
Iboner had he fucceeded in his fcheme of

fedu^lion, than he found it eafy to increafe

the refentment fhe had conceived againft

her hufband into deep and implacable ha-

tred. Drufus was now odious in her eyes :

and as (he foon difcovered that Sejanus

confidered him not only as a rival in love,

but as a competitor in the favour of Tibe-

rius, (he had a double caufe of averfion.

She was eafily perfuaded to believe, that

if Drufus was removed, nothing could pre-

vent her marriage with Sejanus, nor his

acceffion: to the imperial dignity; Drufus

was therefore beheld not only as a jealous

fpy upon her anions, but as an obflacle

in the way of her preferment.

When
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, When -Emilia's mind had been fufli-"

ciently prepared to work his purpofe,

Sejanus proceeded to unfold his views, and

boldly pointed out the road that muft: be

taken to attain the objeft of their wiflies.

The fame means that had been employed
in the murder of the uncle, might have

been reforted to for the deflru^lion of the

nephew, had not the youth and vigorous

conftitution of the younger Drufus, ren-

dered the perpetrators lefs hopelefs of

efcaping dete£lion. A fafer courfe was

therefore to be purfued ;
and the malice

which Tiberius was known to bear to all

the children of Germanicus, cleared it from

every difficulty.

Emilia, with feeming relu£lance, in-

formed the emperor, that her hufband had

participated in all the crimes which had

been imputed to Nero and Agrippina; that

his intentions were treacherous; and that

he had rcfolved the death of Nero fhould

not go unrevenged, Sejanus, on being

informed
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informed of ^mili:i*s accufrrtion of her

hufband, affeded to' difbelicve the charge.

He was not, howeVer, fong in changing

his tone; unwiffing as he profefTed himfelf

robe to liften to ar^y thing agai nil Drufus,

he was at length ccitivinced"that it was for

the fafcty of TibefiuS to difmifs from his

prefence one, who,' if he "harboured trai-

torous defigns, did not want courage to

perpetrate them.

The emperor either was, or pretended

to be, difmayed by the proofs that were

brought him of his grand-fon's difloyalty:

he did not, however, take any means of

invefligating the truth of the allegations,

but without giving Drufus any opportu-

nity of juftifying his innocence, ordered

hira inftantly to depart for Rome: there,

after the farce of a pubHc accufation, he

was by the emperor's orders confined in

an apartment in the lower part of the

palace, under a flri£l guard, who had it in

orders to note down every word he uttered,

and
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and to pry into his fecret thoughts. Whe-

ther he in bitternefs of heart accufed him-

felf for having ever joined in league with

the wicked, or whether he vented his in-

dignation againft his treacherous betrayers,

all v/as alike conftrued into matter of of-

fence. Day after day increafed the rigour

of his imprifonment, and the lingering foot

of time, as it flowly paced the round of the

feafons, brought no mitigation of his for-

rows. Shut out from the world, he had

not even the confolation of knowing that

his arch enemy had been overtaken by the

hand of juftice; and that Sejanus, in ac-

compliftiing his ruin, had been laying the

foundation of his own deftruiflion,

Whillt the proud heart of Sejanus was

exulting in the fuccefs which had attended

all his well-laid fchemes, a fuccefs which

he folely attributed to the fuperior wifdora

and dexterity with which they had been

conceived and executed j
he little thought

that every action had been watched, and

'VOL. III. u every
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every motive penetrated, by the jealous

eye of his fufpicious mafter.

In his anxiety to deftroy thofe who were

the obje^ls of his hatred, Tiberius had

gladly availed himfelf of the ardent zeal of

Sejanus; but no fooner did he fee that zeal

to be unfeigned, than he began to fufpe£l

the motives from which it fprung. Con-

fcious that he pofleiTed not one quality

which could conciliate afFeftion, one vir-

tue which could create efteem, he knew

that felf-intereft was the only bond by
which any human creature could be tied

to him. Where his will was known, the

minifter who depended on his favour would

undoubtedly alTume the appearance of zeal

in putting it in execution; and this fufli-

ciently accounted for the alacrity with

which the favourite had profecuted the

deftruftion of Agrippina and her elder fon.

But whence arofe his defire of removing
Drufus ? Whence, but from the audacious

hopes infpired by his own ambition!

From
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From the moment that this idea took

poffeflion of his mind, Tiberius refolved to

watch every ftep with the moft vigilant

attention; and while he did lb, to take

fuch meafures as were bed calculated to

elate the hopes and expand the views of

his proud dependent. In his letters to the

fenate, he called him " his beft friend j

the faithful minifter, by whofe vigilance

the public peace was fecured, and the glory

of the empire maintained in its higheft

luftre." Every day he added fome new

dignity to thofe he had already beflowed

with lavifli hand ;
and knowing that prof-

perity is the furefl: difcoverer of the human

heart, determined to overwhelm him with

a load of grandeur. For this purpofe he

now, of his own accord, propofed to unite

him to his daughter-in-law Livilla, which,

from the felicitations he had formerly on

that head received, he knew to be the mod

acceptable mode by which he could teftify

his defire of gratifying all his wifhes.

No
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No fooner did Sejanus receive a hint of

the emperor's intentions, than all his pro-

inifes to iEmilia Lepida were forgotten.

To this arch deceiver flie had fold her foul

in vain. In vain had {lie yielded up her

honour and her hufband's life, as the pur-

chafe of futtire greatnefs
—in vain had flic

trufled to her youth and beauty for fecuring

the prize
—the man flie had confidered as

the Have of her charms, made a mock of

her credulity; and thoughthe aunt and the

niece were in his eyes equally defpifed, the

fuperior rank and dignity of the former en-

fured her the fidelity of a man who made

"every thing yield to his ambition. Emilia

Lepida was fent home to her father; and

the haughty favourite, in his union with

the daughter-in-law of the emperor, faw

himfelf at length exalted to the flation to

which he had fo long afpired in vain.

Sejanus was, as the emperor had fore-

fcen, intoxicated by this torrent of profpe-

riry.- Congratulatory addreifes from the

fenate.
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fenate, conceived in terms of fulfome adu-

lation, appeared to him as an incenfe due

to his pre-eminence. In the forum, in

the temples, and in private houfes, his

Itatues were placed befide thofe of the

gods. He already confidered himfclf as

at the head of the empirCj and faw the

fovereign power within his grafp. The

emperor, willing to carry on the delufion,

feemedmore and more inclined to relinquilh

to him the cares of government; but being

in conftant terror left an attempt fliould be

made againfl his life, refolved, under a pre-

tence of doing him honour, to remove him

to a greater diftance. In order to effeft

this, he notified his intention of making

Sejanus joint
conful with himfelf for the

enfuing year.

Sovereign fplendour fell Ihort of that

with which Sejanus made his entry into the

city of Rome. Awed by fears, or impelled

by hopes, which were alike the corrupt

offspring of depraved affections, the nobi-

lity
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lity
of Rome bowed before the minifter of

Tiberius, in whom they confidered the im-

perial authority to be already vefted. He
was approached with the refpeft due to a

monarch, and addreffcd in a language little

fhort of adoration ; nor were thofe who

wiflied to court his favour, afliamed of

proftrating themfclves before the ftatues

of this vifible deity, nor w^hen the found

of his voice reached their ears, of exclaim-

ing with the flatterers of Herod,
"

it is

the voice of a God!"

Tiberius, in order to be certain of hav-

ing a true and faithful account of all that

pafTed, v/as obliged to apply to a perfon

of integrity. It was not in any of the

tribe of informers or of malicious incendia-

ries that he could now depend. When
he found it necefTary to repofe confidence,

Tiberius was compelled to pay an invo-

luntary tribute to virtue. The character

of the prefeft of Rome pointed him out

as the perfoii beft qualified for difcharging

a truft
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a trufl that required the exertion of firm-

nefs, as he poITeffed the principles of truth

and honour. To him therefore did Tibe-

rius now apply, and from him he received

the moft punctual and exact intelligence

concerning all that particularly belonged

to his department, which included what-

ever concerned the real fafety of the em*

peror's perfon or government.

It might have been expelled, that Seja-

nus would from the gratification of his

wilhes have experienced fuch a degree of

fatisfadlion, as might have filled him with

complacency, and rendered him willing to

confer on others a tafte of the happinefs

he himfelf fo fully enjoyed. But when the

heart of pride rejoices in the poGfeffion of

power, it tramples on mercy, and fpurns

the fuggeftions of benevolence. It was

not fuificient that he enjoyed authority,

unlefs he could make the weight of his

authority to be felt. Honoured, flattered,

and careffed as he now was, there were

ftill
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ftill fome who fcorned to bend with that

fubmifTion which could alone conciliate his

favour
;
and even among thofe who were

now foremofl in paying their court, there

were many from whom he had formerly

received flights and infults. Both thefe

defcriptions of perfons were now marked

for vengeance j
and heavily did the ven-

geance of Sejanus fall : nor did Tiberius

interpofe to fave any, even of the moft

deferving of thofe whom the proud conful

-had doomed to perifli. Befides his natural

antipathy to the virtuous, he had now an

additional motive for permitting their de-

ftru(5lion, as he faw that by it the public

dcteflation would at length be brought

upon Sejanus.

The minifter depended on the fervile

acquiefcence of the fenate to whatever

meafure he thought proper to propofe;

and knew that, in their prcfent degraded

ftate, they would neither fcan the juftice

of decrees directed againfl; the innocent,

nor
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nor refent the injury done to individuals

as an infult upon their order. They indeed

permitted Sejanus to proceed in the career

of cruelty without remonftrance or con-

trol: and when they viewed the empty

benches which reminded thera of the fate

of thofe who had fallen under the difplea-

fure of the conful, (each fclfifli foul rejoi-

cing that the lot had not been his) they

redoubled their afllduity to pleafe and gra-

tify their mighty lord.

Amongfl the mod: illuflrious of thofe

who fuffered in the fliort confuKliip of Se-

janus, was Geminius Rufus, a man who,

like Mordecai the Jew, had obflinately

refufed to bow before the haughty favou-

rite, or to rife up to do him honour. The

pride of Sejanus was not lefs than that of

Haman, nor was it to be more eafily ap-

peafed: Rufus and his v/ife were both

charged with the crime of violated mcijefty

before the fenate, where Rufus made a

ihort but fpirited defence, in which he

not
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not only cleared himfelf from the irapiitai

tion of difaffe£lion, but evinced a more

than common regard for the emperor, as

he had by his will made him joint-heir

with his own children. Having thrown

the will upon the table, he indignantly re-

tired; but fcarcely had he reached his

own home, when the meiTenger of the fe-

nate appeared to inform him that fentence

againfl him had been pronounced. Rufus

heard the melTage without difraay, and

calmly drawing his fword, plunged it in his

bread: "
Behold," faid he,

" how a man

of honour can die. Go, and report what

you have feeu to the fehatej" fo faying,

lie breathed his lafl!

Still the vengeance of Sejanus was un-

appeafed. Prifca the wife of Rufus yet

lived, and her fpirit was known not to be

inferior to that of her hufband*s. In the

midfl: of her affli6^ion for that hufband's
«

lofs, file was dragged to the fenate-houfe,

to (land before the men who had made

her
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her children fatherlefs, and herfelf awldow.

She flood unpitied: or if any felt in be-

holding her a movement of compalTion,

they trembled with apprehenfion left the

feding of humanity (hould be difcovered,

and imputed to them as a crime. They

fternly began to interrogate her; but Prifca

had not come there to anfwer interrogations.

She came refolved to die: and when flie

faw that every eye was fixed upon her in

expe^ation of a reply, (he drew from be-

neath her robe the fatal dagger, and giving

herfelf a mortal ftab, expired on the fpot.

Such were the fcenes exhibited in the

confulateof Sejanus,which, had it not been

fliortened by an artful manoeuvre of Tibe-

rius, would have been fatal to all but the

avowed creatures of the minifler.

No fooner were the new confuls inftalled

in their office, than Tiberius began to found

the public mind by exhibiting fymproms of

returning kindnefs towards the family of

Germanicus, and of cccafional coolnefs to-

wards
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vrards Sejanus; who was not a little alarmed

on hearing that Calisjula had been fent fof

to Caprea, and treated with much affedlion.

The emperor did not (top here. He wrote

to the fenate, warmly recommending the

young prince to their protection, and re-

quefting that they would invefl: him with

the offices of augur and pontiff. In men-

tioning Sejanus, he no longer fpoke of him

in the language of panegyric, but blended

hints of diflike with exprefnons of affeftion*

Sejanus, attributing to the effe6is of

abfence a change for which he had been

little prepared, propofed returning to Ca-

prea, vowing be could no longer bear to

live in a ftate of feparation from his dear

mailer. The anfwer of Tiberius was

couched in terms equally affectionate, and

equilly fincere: he declared '^ that healfo

languidied for a fight of his friend, but

that the fervice of the ftate required that

fo able a minifter fliould remain at Rome.

In order, however, to foften the refufal,

he
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he thought it neceiTary to add that he in-

tended to vifit Rome, where he Ihould

fliortly have the pleafure of embracing his

dear Sejanus!'*

Sejcmus was not to be deceived, but flill

he endeavoured to deceive the fenaie into

a behef that he was higher than ever in

the emperor's favour; and under this pef-

fuafion the fathers pafled a vote, declaring

that his conditd in his magijlracy was a

modelfor allfuture confuh I

Tiberius faw that it wa$ necelTary to

make himfelf more plainly underflood; but

fo deeply rooted were his habits of difli-

mulation, that he could not prevail upon
himfelf to throw off the mafic, and openly

declare that he had detecled, and refolved

to punifli, the man who had abufed his fa-

vour. He continued to ad with that

myfterious policy which he had long mif-

taken for wifdom ;
and it was only by hints

and infinuations that he gave the world to

underftand that his affedions were alie-

nated
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nated from his minider. But Sejanus faw

through the thin diiguife; and believing

his fate to be determined, refolved by one

defperate pufli to make himfelf mailer of

ihe empire. He foon formed a confpiracy,.

which was entered inio wich avidity by ail

who held their fortunes in dependence

upon him, or who hoped to rife through

his means to greater preferment.

Of thefe men, one Satrius Secundus,

Vfhom he had upon many occafions em-

ployed as an inftrument in the ruin of

others, was the higheft in his favour and

confidence. The betrayer of Cremutius

Cordus, the hiftorian,* was a very fit per-

fon to be employed in feditious confpiracy;

but Sejanus did not confider that a man

who had been accuftomed to perfidy, might

prove perfidious even to his own guilty

alTociates. Satrius had been fo long in

the trade of an informer, that treachery

had become a conftant habit of his mind ;

* See p. Ill of this volume. ^Xid
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and no fooner did he find Sejanus in his

power, than he began to confider how he

might turn the confidence repofed in him

to the bed advantage. After fome con-

fideration he determined to lay before

Antonia a full account of the whole con-

fpiracy,and accordingly went to her hoafe,

requefted an audience, and put her in pof-

feffion of the names of the confpirators,

and of every part of their plan,

Antonia loft no timej ihe indantly dif-

patched to Tiberius the particulars of all

file had heard from Satrius; and took fuch

meafures as prudence fuggefled, for defeat-

ing the treafonable defigns of him who had

fo often falfely attributed treafon to the

innocent.

Often as he had betrayed others, Sejanus

had no fufpicion of being himfelf betrayed.

On the morning of the fifteenth of No-

vember he rofe elate with the profpe^

of fuccefs. His levee was crowded with

vifitors, who eagerly prelTed forward to

congratulate
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conpratlilate him on the letters which hado

jufl:
arrived from Caprea, in which the

emperor had declared his intention of mak-

ing hira his affociate in the tribunitlan dig-

nity. Sejanus received with extacy the

news of an event, which, by putting him in

prefent polTeffion of imperial power, ren-

dered it unneceiTary to proceed in his ha-

zardous and doubtful enterprife. Flufhed

with joy he dealt his frailes around, and

attended by the pr^torian guards, fet off

in great ftate for the fenate-houfe, where,

on entering the veftibule, he was met

b)^ Macro, to whom Tiberius had en-

trufted the execution of the counter-plot

which he himfelf had planned. Macro,

approaching him with profound refpeft,

confirmed the tidings he had heard of his

new honours; but told him that it was

the will of the emperor that an event of

fuch importance fhould be announced to

him in form, and communicated to the

fathers by the voice of the confuls. All

who
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TvKo heard w^ett, ot pretended to be, in

raptVi'fesf'jit
the happy event, which they

declared had long been the object of their

Warmed wiflies.

The pride of Sejanus was at length

gratified J
he walked with triumphant gai-

ety to hi.^ place in the fetiate-houfe, impa-

tient to hear the contents of the important

lei ter which the conful was now to read.

The lettei* Vsras of great length: it was lei-

furely unfolded by the conful; and Sejanus,

all impatietice, waited for the exordium,'

which was tedioiis, and written in language

ekifemely embarraiTed and confufed. At

length his narn'e was mentioned, but not

ill terms fuch as he expeftedj again extra-

neous matter intervened, and again he was

pointed at as guilty of fome inexplicable

offence! His colour changed: he looked

around, and in the altered looks of the

fathers faW that he was confidered as ^

ruined man. Still the conful went on.

The language of Tiberius now affume4

VOL. HI. X the
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the tone, of the bitterefl: inveftlve: and at

length, hi plain terras, accufed Sejanus of

the fouled treafon. The whole confpi-

racy was laid open; and the fathers were

charged inftantly to feize the traitors, to

throw Sejanus into prifon, and to execute

immediate vengeance on two of the moit

guilty of his aflbciates.

. A thunder-bolt could not have more

compleatly dunned Sejanus than this un-

expefbed blow. The dear friends of his

profperity, who, on his entrance into the

fenate-houfe, had eagerly contended with

each other for the honour of being next

his perfon, flunk one by one away; but

they went unnoticed and unfeen ; flupified

by amazement, he heeded not their defer-

tion;. he obferved not that he was left

alone. Mortified pride, difappointed am-

bition, and confcious guilt, ftruck at once

their ice-bolts in his foul, benumbed his

faculties, and arreded the current of his

blood. Pale and trembling, he fat with

his
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fe eyes fixtd, without the eapabillty of

perception. He heard not the voice of

the confuljWhor ill: an authoritative tonCj.

commanded him to rife and follow him to

the prifon. The ,comraand Was thrice re-

peated with menaces j before Sejarius could

be made to.comprehend that it was "now

his part to obey. He at length rofe, was

loaded with iroUs, and, attended by the very

magiftrates Whom he had himfelf promoted

tq their prefent office, was conveyed to the

dungeon where he was defliried to fiaifii

iijs career i

c>; Sejanus foon heafd the Iliouts of joy

which the neWs of; his fall drew forth from

the exulting populace. Inftead of any

attempt to refcue hini from his guards^

(which had been with fo much reafon

apprehended in the cafe of Agrippina) the

people crowded round to enjoy the fpec-

tacle of his difgracc. They reminded hioi

of his deeds of cruelty; they reviled him

for his avarice and ambition; they derided

his
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his pride; and bidding him behold the

worfliip that was now paid to his ftatueSj^

daihed them in pieces before his eyesP'""^

-In the receffes of his dungeon Sejanus at

length found a refuge from the infults of

tl^e populace; that populace, which, but a.

few hours before, had, by their acdama-

t-ions-fwelkd the triumph of his vanitf,

and fe^med wilKmg to kifs the dud beneath

Msfet.* ;^^-'^

"^-Thte -executioners whom he had fre-

qiii«ntly employed to gratify his malice atid

revenge, now appeared as the miniftcrs of

tetribative juflice; By their hands he was

ftrangled in the pfifon; and his body, after

having been for three days drawn by the

ferocious mob in ignominy through the

flrcets of Rome, was thrown into the Tiber.

'In the misfortunes of Sejanus no heart

could fympathife.
His licentious life, his

unbounded ambition, .his favage cruelty,

and cver-arro^ting pride, were too well

5^=.,.J4A III i
' " '   ""

* Note M. known
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Jinpwn, ?m<i had; been too deeply fekj. to

permit any one to compalTionate the fuffer-

ings which all confidered as a punifliment

moft juftly due to crimes like his. But it

is to be feared, that the awful leflbn which

the flriking event ought to have enforced,

did not link deep into every heart. Mauy
were convinced by his example that it was

unfafe to rife to the pinnacle of greatnefs ;

but did any whofe views were bounded by
inferior objects, refle<fl that Sejanus had at

onetime afpiredno higher than themfelves;

and that ic was the feeds of the fame paf-

fions which they cheriflied in their own

bofoms, that bad in his expanded into

enormous crimes? Where was the Roman,

who, on beholding the fate that pride had

brought upon Sejanus, learned to cultivate

the virtues of meeknefs and humility?

where the favourite of fortune, who, on

hearing the voice of adulation, and recei-

ving the incenfe of flattery from an admiring

world, {lopped to refle<5l on the louder

praife and deeper homage that had been
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lately offered up to Sejaniis,
and defpifed

the applaufe which was not reverberated

by the voice of confcicnce? Happy they,

if any fuch there were, who thus improved

by the events of ihepafTingmoment! When

they afcended in the wheel of fortune, they

would be in no danger from the fudden

elevation ;
when brought low by her vicif-

fitudes, they would poffefs their fouls in

peace. Nor would the efteem they fought

forfake them in the grave ; fmce nothing

is fo imperiftiable as that perfume which

embalms the memory of the virtuous.

Tiberius, unbleffed by the confcioufnefs

of being efteemed or loved by any human

being, haring thehuman race, and dreading

the enmity of all he hated, fuffered at

Caprea during thefe tranfaftions all the

tortures that terror and anxiety could in-

fli(ft. From the moment that Macro was

difpatched to Rome, he wandered up and

down his vainly-blooming groves in a ftate

of reftlefs perturbation. His domeftics,

afraid



[ 311 3

afraid to meet the glance of his red and

fiery eye, (lirunk from his prefence ;
nor

did even thofe whom he admitted to fami-

liar intercourfe, think it then fafe to prefs

him to the food which might have cheered,

or to the fleep which might have refrellied

him. As the appointed monrent drew near,

when the fatal letter was to be read to the

fathers, his alarm increafed.

Taking his itation upon the jutting emi-

nence of a fliarp-pointed rock, he impati-

ently waited for the fignals, which, accord-

ing te agreement, were to be repeated

along the coafl: at the moment that Scjanus

breathed his lad. The fignals appeared!

Sejanus was no more! Joy for a moment

triumphed in the tyrant's heart; but as his

information was as yet imperfeft, he knew

not what circumftances might have occured

to render the fall of Sejanus big with future

evils. In the infl:ru(^ions given to Macro

he had inferted a claufe which he now

feared might have been a(fled upon, and

that
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that Drufus, whom in cafe Sejanus had had

it in his power to create an infurre^ion,

he jiad ordered to be put at the head of

the foldiers, might now be not only releafed

from confinement, but placed in a fituation

of power and authority. This confidera-

tion quelled his joy, and kept him in fuf-

pence till the arrival of the meffenger fent

by the governor of Rome, from whom he

learned that the death of the man whom
he had fo lately called his chofen friend,

had been eff^£led without oppofition, and

that the fon of Germanicus was left to

languifh in his miferable dungeon.

. .Tiberius was himfplf fo incapable of af-

fection, that it is not likely he ever believed

the attachment of Sejanus to have been

fuch as it had been profeiTed; but though
he knew it to be founded on the (ordid

views of intereft, he thought that even by
felfiflmefs it would have been rendered

durable, if not fmcere. H'^ pride was

wounded by the defection of the man whom

he
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heliad exalted, and v/bom he confidercd

as bound to him by the ties of obligation,

?ind aUied by fympathy in malevolenee.

The gloom of his dark foul aifumed frorai

thenceforth a deeper (hade
;
he flbunned ihe

fi^ht uf his fellow-creatures, and in fulkn

haired of the world retired to one of his

villc'is, where he remained in wretched

folituJe, refufmg to admit the deputies fent

by the fenate, or even the confuls, to his

prefence; nor could they extort from him

pne- fentiment of approbation for the

alacrity they had evinced in obeying his

commands.

Having too long forfaken the principles

of honour and of juftice to have any infal-

lible guide of condu^l, the fathers were at

a lofs to know how to proceed^ but on its

being fuggefted that the vengeance of the

emperor had not yet been fufficiently grati-

fied, ihey haftened to pafs fuch decrees as

they thought would effectually fatisfy his

yindiftive fpirit. The innocent relations

of
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of Sejanus, among vJ^hora were fome per-

fons of merit, were all without a fiiadow

of pretence condemned to die. The ten-

der age of his iinolTcnding children excited

no pity; they were cruelly butchered by

the hands of afTaliins, who, as they a£t:ed

under the authority of the laws, only

ftared with their employers in the guilt of

murder!

His wife Livilla, fecure of prote^lion

from her rank, and little capable of thofe

tender feniiments which are the genuine

offspring oftrue affe(5\ion, felt only the dif-

appointment of ambition; but very different

were the fcnfations experienced by the

mother of his children, the injured Apicata,

whom, in the commencement of his intrigue

with Livilla, he had fo unjuflly repudiated.

She, on hearing that her fon and daughter

had been dragged to prifon, flew diftrafted

with apprehenfion into the (treets, where

the firil
objet^i;

that met her eye was the

mangled corpfe of her unfortunate fon

throwu
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thrown into the common charnel hcufe ;

anJ (o dreadful was the fhock which fhe

received from the melancholy fpe61acl€,

that Ihe refolved to quit a world of mifery

by putting an end to her own exiftence.

Nor, however, would the bury in her grave

the fatal fecret which (he had for fcven

years carried in her bofom. Shutting her-

felf up in her apartment) fhe wrote a full

and circumftantial account of all that had

come to her knowledge concerning the

murder of Drufus ;
and having fealed the

packet, and difpatched it to Caprea by a

faithful melTenger, fhe with her own hands

put a period to her life.

Tiberius was ftill in his fequeftered villa,

vainly endeavouring to quiet the miferable

agitation of a rancorous heart in the indul-

gence of every vicious pafTion, *when the

memorial of Apicata roufed him from the

dream of fenfuality, to all the horrors of the

moft furious rage. Thedeath of Drufus he

had borne without repining, and feemed

indee^



indeed to have been very little affefted by

the event; but very different were the

feelings he now experienced, on finding

that he had been impofed upon by ihofe

jnore artful than hirafelf, and that he had

for feven years been the dupe of his fon's

murderers. In his difpatches to the fenate

he demanded fignal vengeance on all who

had been concerned in perpetrating, or in

abetting the; perpetration of the horrid

deedj and the fathers, who now for the

firft time faw the indignation of Tiberius

accord with juftice, zealoully feconded his

wifhes. Eudemus thephyfician, andLygdus

the Have, who were both mentioned by

Apicata as parties in the murder, were

feized and put to the rack. They both

confeffed the crime, and agreed in their

account df the manner in whkh it had been

perpetrated. Livilla, whofe hardened heart

had long been diveded of every apprehen-

fion; (lie who had fo lately exulted in the

fuccef§ of all her fchemes, and who, even

^fter
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after the blow (he had fuftalned in the lofs

of SejaniiSj
had Wrapt herfelf in feeitritV;

naw^ faw that the day of vengeance was

arrived. Such pity as'flie had Ihewn to

Drufus, when (he tnumphed in- beh6lding

the HoW but certain operation of the deailly

draught—fneh pity was nov; Ihewn tb heTr-.-,

The ftings of (ionfcience, added to the ex--

ctuciating pains of hunger, rendered het

laft hours far ra^jre miferable than thofe bf

her unfortutiate huiband ;
but famine at

length exhaufted the powers of nature, and-

the abandone<} Livilla clofed a life of levity

and- wickednefs ?fi ignominy and defpair!

It mi?ht have: been imagined that the-

difcovery of the guilt and perfidy of Scja-

nus,would have opened the emperor's eyes

with regard to the falfliood of the charges he

hadbrought againft Agrippina and herfons.

Sejanus was in faft as much the murderer of

Nero, as of his uncle Drufus. Neither

Nero, nor the fon of Tiberius, could be

recalled to lifej but the brother of Nero

yet
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yet lived: Agrippina*s fpirit ftill lingered

ill its habitation of wretchednefs; why theti

did not the emperor haften to repair, as far

as it was in his power, to repair the injuries

they had fuftained? Why did he not, by

reftoring them to liberty, and the full en-

joyment of all their rights, clear himfelf

at once from the udium of having abetted

Sejanus in his fchemes of iniquity and in-

juftice ;
and prove, that in what he had

done he had a£l' d from the malicious re-

prefentation . of his minifler, and not from

the malice of his own heart? Such un*

doubtedly would have been the conduft of;

a
jufl:

or generous mind, on difcovering

that treachery had been pradifed to be-

tray it into deeds of cruelty and injuflice.

But fuch was not the conduft of Tiberius,

He indeed, in a memoir which he com-

pofed of his own life, had, as Suetonius

expreffes it,
" the cj/rontery to vix\x.^^I have

punipied Sejanm^ becai/fe I found him bent

upon the dejiruclion of the children of my

fon
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fin Germankur^^ but never did his impla-

cable heart flievv any fymptom of relenting

towards thofe whom he accufes Sejanus of

wifliing to deftroy.

Inftead of being touched with compalTioii

or remorfe, he with fuch perfevering

rancour continued to perfecute thofe who
had furvived the perfecution of his mi-

nifter, as leaves no room to doubt where,

every acl of cruelty had originated.

In order to account for an enmity fo im-

placable, and fo apparently without foun-,

daiion, it is necerfary to look back to that.

period when the virtues of a younger
brother firfl engendered the paiTions of

envy and jealoufy in the tyrant's mind.

The partiality of his mother had left no

wifli ungratified ; yet in the confcioufnefs

that his brother was more deferving of

cfteem, Tiberius had been rendered raifer-

able. The popularity which attended

Drufus, his happinefs in his marriage with

Antonia, and the favour fliewn him by

Auguflus,
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Aitgu^us, increafed his jealonfy and aver-

fion; and fo oppofite were the fentiments

of Dvufus to rhofe tyranniciil notions

which had even in youth taken poiTcihon of

his heart, tha't he fla:ttefed himfelf he faw

in them a
juffifiable'

c'aufe oF hatred. la

this opinion he produced' a letter \^/hich his

brother had in confidence'Sdyre/Ted to hiW,

arid in which he had mccdt "i prdpol'al that

they fhbirl'd unite their efforts to prevaif

on Auguftus to reftore the ancient confti-

tmion; and"' hoped that hi this piece of

treachery he would at Icafl; have made

Auguftus the enemy of his brother. B'ut-

he was in this inftance difappoihted, Aii-'

guftus faw through his defign, and conti-

ned to the lafl to love and honour the

chara£>er of Drufus, and defpife the mean'

jealoufy by which he knew the elder fon

of Livia to be infpired.

By the cond'uft of Auguflus, and the

fentiments of the public, that jealoufy was

every day augmented j
and when Drufus

expired.
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expired^ it defcended to Germanicus, who

inherited his father's popularity, and all

his father's virtues.

Germanicus, by his forbearance in re-

fuiing to accede to the wilhes of the armies,

in whofe power it was to put him in pof-

feiTion of imperial greatnefs, had only given

to Tiberius an additional caufe of jealoufy

and hatred; nor could his fullen foul en-

dure that the man fliould live to whom

he owed fo great an obligation^ In vain

did he hope that the death of Germanicus

would relieve him from the pangs of jea-

loufy and malevolence. The relief which

pride had prompted him to feek in cruelty,

he fought in vain. The widow and chil-

dren ofGermanicus flill remained to torture

him, and feemed to his diftempered mind

as if they triumphed over the impotence

of his vengeance. In his fecret foul he

had doomed them to deflruftion; nor did

the death of Sejanus make any alteration

in his purpofe, for it altered nor the dif-

voL. III. Y pofitions
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pofitions, whence every cruel action of his

life had flowed.

The news of what had befallen Sejanus

was quickly circulated throughout the

empire ;
nor did it fail to penetrate to

the dreary folitude where the unfortunate

Agrippina counted the lingering hours.

The event feemed (o improbable, that Ihe

could not eafily be induced to give credit

to the firfl: relatcr ;
but when (he heard the

fa£l repeated by thofe who had ihemfelves

been witnefles of all that had been tranf-

a£led, a gleam of fatisfaftion (hot through

the gloom of melancholy that had involved

her foul. The fall of her enemy was to

her a fubjed- of triumph and rejoicing, but

the joy which it occafioned was full of

agitation, tranfient, and tumultuous. It

raifed her hopes of having the fame juftice

done to her innocence, as had been pafTed

on Sejanus's guilt; and with hope thede-

fire of lengthened life returned; but the

anxiety which was thus rekindled in her

bofom.
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bofom, was perhaps more intolerable than

all fhe had endured while in a ftate of tor-

pid defpair.

In every fail that appeared on the diflant

ocean, Agrippina now took an intereft; for

in every fail (he imagined the dcftined bark

that was to convey her back to Italy, to

the embraces of her children, and to

the joyful congratulations of her exulting

friends. In reftlefs expeftation flie en-

quired concerning the progrefs of each

paffing veffel, and as flie eagerly lidened

to the daflling of every diftant oar, deceived

herfelf into a belief that the found became

more near and more difl:in£i: ;
and that did

fhe now pofTefs the bkffmg of fight, fiie

would behold the velTel from which it came

advancing towards the illand. Alas, fqw

were thofe who bent their courfe to thefe

inhofpitable (hores!

Week after week, month after month,

paffed away in fruitlefs expectation, and

ftill no deputy from the fenate, no raef-

fenecr
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fenger from Tiberius, arrived. It v/as only

when any of ihe miferable inhabitants of

the illand went to difpofe of their fi(h or

other goods to the municipal towns on the

oppofite coafl, that any news was brought

to Pandataria concerning the events that

were paffing at Rome. Accounts thus

brought were necelTarily mutilated and im-

perfcft; nor could Agirppina have given

credit to the tales of horror, of which

they were chiefly compofcd, had not the

details publiflied in the gazette confirmed

all that rumour had dared to utter. In

thefe authentic documents (which were

daily difpatched from Rome to the gover-

nors of the municipalities, and the prin-

cipal officers of every diflri^l*) Agrippina

read the black tranfaftions which had

marked each pafTmg day. Livilla and her

guilty alTociates were vi(5lims facrificed to

juflice:
but not by the death of Livilla and

her afTociates was Tiberius to be appeafed.

^
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The innocent perifhed with the guilty. The

accounts reached Agrippina at far diftant

intervals, but every interval feemed to have

been filled with blood.

Among thofewhomTiberiushad marked

for vengeance, there were few with whom

Agrippina had not been once familiar 5

many with whom (lie had lived in habits

of intimacy and friendfhip. Thefe were

often profecuted without the fhadow of

crime; and as almoft every profecution

clofed in death, the mockery of a trial was

only adding infult to murder. The charge

of violated majefty was a fignal of deftrue-

tion, nor was there any other way of

efcaping from the threatening ftorm than

by a voluntary death, to which lad fad

effort of defpair numbers had recourfe.

Ships arrived at Pandataria loaded with

illullrious exiles, fome of whom were def-

tined to proceed to other iflands, while

gthers were doomed to Ihare with Agrip^

pina a hopelefs and melancholy confinement

in
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in the fame fea-girt prifon. The arrival of

thefe unhappy perfons occafioned a conflift

of oppofite emotions in the mind of Agrip-

pina, which, oppreffed as it was by the

horrors of everlafting folitude, could not

but feel a gleam of comfort in the profpeft

of enjoying the fweets of focial intercourfe,

though fhe at the fame time felt for the

fad occafion that aiforded it. Never, from

the hour that had torn her from Rome,
had (he feen the kindncfs of fympaihy

written upon any human countenance:

never had fhe heard the foorhing voice of

confolation. Her tears and fighs moved

no more pity than the hoarfe murmur of

the waves which beat on the adjacent rocks:

nor could Agrippina expefl to meet with

fympathy from perfons in whofe forrows

' {he would nof h-ive fympathized.
• In the feparation made by rank and cir-

cumftances, thetie of a common nature, that

tie which ou?ht to bind man to man, was in

-the pagan world compleatly loft. Pride on

the
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the one hand, and felfifhnefs on the other,

did indeed form a bond of union between

the different claflcs; but it was not in its

nature fuch as could expand the afIt.<5lion5

of the heart, and lead them to enter into

each other's feelings with any decree of

fenfibility. Neither their civil nor reii*

gious inftitutions were calculated to infpire

this glow of benevolence. The rich and

the poor, the noble and the lowly, knew

not what it was to meet on equal terms in

the houfeof God, to join in the fame afts

of humility and contrition, to rejoice in

the fame hopes of mercy, and to fend

their prayers and praifes in unifon to onq

common Parent, one univerfa! Lord, one

great Creator! They confidcred not each

other as joint heirs of iraraort>
lity, beings

equally frail by nature, and who might be

equally enriched by grace! And tiU men

were thus taught to confider each other,

it does not appear that fympaihy was apt

to extend beyond the narrow circle traced

out
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out by the circumflance in which the m-,

dividual was placed.

Of the exiles whom Tiberius fent in

crowds to the diiferent iflands, we know
httle more than that they were of itluftri-

ous rank. The greater part were probably

females; the wives and daughters of thofe

who had been put to death by the tyrant,

on pretence of their attachment to that

minifter whom he had fo lately termed his

bo/om friend^ and whom he bad extolled

to the iliies as the heji of men ! \\. may be

eafily imagined wiih what interefl: Agrip-

pina would liflen to the accounts they gave
of all the events that had taken place at

Rome during the fad term of her captivity.

In p.nfwer to the anxious enquiries (he

made concerning her own family, fhe was

informed, that on thefatal dav on which

file had been carried away from Rome,
her morher-in-law Antonia had taken her

daughters Drufillaand Julia home to her

own houfe, where they had remained ever

finc€
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fincc. That Caligula had likewife conti-

nued to live with Antonia till the prece-

ding fummer, when Tiberius had called

him to Caprea, where he now was in high

favour with the emperor, and in his pre-

fence alternately witnelTing the mod fhock-

ing inftances of cruelty, and the moil

difgufling fcenes of vice.

Of the fate of the unfortunate Drufus

Agrippina had already been informed, and

already had (he fhed many bitter tears over

the miferable deftiny of her mifguided fon:

but whether he was ftill confined in the

dungeon beneath the palace, or whether

he had efcaped from thence, feeraed now

a doubtful point. Reports had been fpread

through Greece and Afia of his having

appeared in both thefe diilrifts, and that

he had been feen by numbers of people,

who recognifed him as the fon of Germa-

nicus, and were determined to fctptsort him

in his rights. Remembering the fate of

Jier brother Poflhumus, Agrippina did not

dare
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dare to encourage any other hopes for the

fafety of Drufus, than what arofe from the

advanced years and increafing infirmities

of his releniiefs perfecntor. Never fmce

he grew up to manhood lill the prefent

period, had Drufus been to her an object

of hope or of anxiety; bin now that

Nero was no more, her heart, foftened by

misfortunes, felt towards her undutiful

child no fentiments but thofeof compuffion

and tcnderncfs. To his union with .Emilia

Lepida (he now moft willingly attributed

the faults (lie had moft feverely blamed;

and all that (lie heard of the condu^ of

this odious woman, ferved to confirm her

in this opinion. Of her criminal intimacy

with Stjanus fufficient evidence had been

given in the courfe of the late inveftiga-

tion; but in compliment to her father,

Tiberius had thought proper to quaih the

proceedings againft her. She now lived

ill her father's houfe, {hunned and detefted

by
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by all the world, and believed to be given

up to a life of (hamelefs profligacy,*

Among thofe concerning whom Agrip,.

pina felt the livelieft intereft, was her bro<-

ther-in-law Afinius Gailus. The account

of his fate was ftriking and imprelTive,

affording an awful leiTon to every great

man who launches on the troubled fca of

politics. By an unfortunate folicitude to

ftrengthen his inierell: in the fenate, Afinius

was led to form a politcal friendfliip with

Sejanus; who, confcious of the fupport he

would derive from uniting himfelf with

a man of fuch high reputation, courted

his favour with the uimoft attention and

aifiduity.

It was impoffible that Afinius could have

any real cfleem for Sejanus ; but in the

maxims of mifguided policy a man*s worth

is meafured by the degree of power he

pofftffes; and unfortunately for Afinius,

thefe maxims prevailed over the fentiments

* Note O. of
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of truth and honour. Imagining the power

of the miniilcr to be compleatiy eftabliflied

by his nomination to the confulate, he foon

after took an opportunity of difpiaying his

zeal by a fpeech in the fenate, in which he

propofed to grant to the worthy friend of

the emperor fome new honours. The vote

paffed, and Afmius was deputed by the

fathers to carry an account of it to Tibe-

rius, and to requcft his concurrence in a

meafure, which they believed would meet

his wifnes. Little did x\fmius think that

the fate of Scjanus was at this time deter-

mined, and that he was doomed to pave

the wav for the fall of that minifter to

whom, from felfifli motives, he was thus

doins homage: little could he think fo

from the reception of Tiberius, which had

all the appearance of being kind and cor*-

dial. Afmius knew not that twenty years

had not been fufficient to efface froffi

the mind of the tyrant the unreafonable

hatred he had conceived againft him, when

he



[
333 ]

he firfi: beheld him as the" hufband of

her, whom, in order to gratify his ambi-

tion, he had been prevailed on to divorce.

By fpecial invitation from the emperor he

prolonged his flay at Caprea for feveral

days, during which time he v/as a condant

gueft at the imperial table.

We may judge of the furprife ofAfmius,

when in the midfl of this fcene of
feftivity,

he was arreited by a praetor, fent ex-

prefsiy from the fenate to take him into

Gudody on fome unknown charge. He
would in the firft impulfe of paliion have

deftroyed himfelf, had not Tiberius, dread-

ing that he fiiouid lofe the gratification of

a full revenge, diffuaded him from this

purpofe by the alfurances of his friendihip

and prote£i:ion. Depending on thefe pro-

mifes, Afmius permitted himfelf to be

difarmed. He was conveyed to Rome
under a ftrong guard, but there he fouud

that the friendfliip of Tiberius had provided

him with chains and a dungeon, where he

•was
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was doomed to linger out his days in long

protratiled wretclicdnefs.

No one knew for what offence he thus

fuffercd
;
no friend had accefs to his pre-

fence. A nobleman of diiiinguifhed talents,

who had fliared his confidence, was, with-

out the pretence of any other crime than

friendfiiip for him, put to inflant death.

Others were banillied, for having been

guilty of a like oiFence; yet till after the

death of Stjinus, Tiberius was compara-

tively merciful! from that asra he fet no

bounds to cruelty. The prifons were filled

by perfons of illuftrious rank of either fex,

and of every agej whole families perifhed

at once by the hands of the executioners,

and the dead bodies thrown into the ftreets

were fo numerous as to infe6t the air.

Where no political offence could be al-

leged, the feelings of humanity were im«

puted as a crime; and while the ftreets of

Rome flrearaed with blood, an aged mo-

ther was put to death for weeping over

the corpfe of her murdered fon.



t 3S5 ]

Agripplna could not be furprifed at the

pufillanimity betrayed by her friends in the

fenate in bafely dcferting her intereftS)

fince file now faw that they had not
fpirit

to

fupport their own. Inftead of acting with

the magnanimity which more generous fen-

timents would have infpired, each indivi-

dual, only intent on faving himfelf, threv/

his weight into the fcaie of tyranny and

injuilicej and vainly hoped that by be-

coming an accomplice in the deilruction of

others, he fliould efcape a fimilar fate:

nor when convinced of his error, did any
take courage from defpair. There were

few who dared, even in the certain ap-

proach of death, to fpeaiv their fenciments

with manly freedom; or if any were thus

bold, it was when they were within view

of that fhelter which they had fecured to

themfelves by the means of fuicide. To
this daflardly conduct they gave the name

of courage; but had they poflcfTed that

noble intrepidity which is founded on the

firmnefs
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firmnefs of principle, they would not I'hus

have flirunk from the performance of their

duties. They would not, at the fuggef-

tion of wounded pride have bafely deferted

the pofl: afiigned them by Providence, and

with unfeeling felMinefs left their friends

and relations to brave the dorm. Such

was the number of thofe who periflied by

their own hands during the period of

Agrippina's imprifonment, that had they

united their efforts in the caufe of juftice

and humanity, Tiberius mud have yielded

to their influence, and been forced to flay

the torrent of defpotic vengeance.

Rome, as defcribed by the unfortunate

exiles, prefented the mod gloomy pifture

of horror and defpair; nor was the imagi-

nation relieved by turning to Caprea,

where every blooming grove was polluted

by the abominations of lafcivioufnefs, and

every wave that beat again fl the illore was

loaded with the putrid limbs of fome mur-

dered vi£tim.
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Another difmal year rolled on, TS'ltli-'

<out producing any real change in the

melancholy lituation of Agrippina. From

the intereit of Caligula, however much

he now appeared to be in favour with the

emperor, his unfortunate mother had no

jfeafon to expeft a mitigation of her afflic-

tions; neither could (lie derive much food

for hope in the promotion of her fon-in-

law to the confa'ar dignity ; yet it is pro-

bable that both thefe circumflances con-

tributed for a time to prevent her linking

in defpair.

The confulate of Domitius paffed, and

no effort had been made to releafe her

from the horrors of her dreary prifon.

Every profpeft of relief was now removed,

and the embers of hope .were gradually

extinguiflied in her breaft. She thought

herfelf the mofl: miferable and forlorn of

human beings. But wretched as her litua-

tion was, not all the forrows under which

VOL. HI. z fliC
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{he groaned could infl'KH: fuch agony as

that which preyed upon the tyrant's heart.

** Neither the imperial dignity," fays

the hiftorian,
" nor the gloom of foli-^

tude, nor the rocks of Caprea, could

fliield him from himfelf. He lived on

the rack of guilt, and his wounded fpirit

groaned in agony." In a letter to the

fenate, Tiberius depifls his own mifery

in ftill flronger colours: " What to write,

confcript fathers, in what terms to exprefs

myfelf, or what to refrain from writing, is

a matter of fuch perplexity, that if I know

how to decide, may the
jufl: gods and the

goddeffes of vengeance doom me to die

in pangs worfe than thofe under which I

linger every day!!" In this ftate of mind

he ordered all the prifoners who had been

confined on fufpicion of attachment to Se-

janus, to be malfacred at once: but dill

his infatiate cruelty called for new victims.

A fenfe of his own increafing infirmities

made him dread that thofe whom he had

molt
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mofi: unjuflly perfecuted might furvive

him, and this idea determined him to fe-

cure his vengieance by fending them before

him to the grave.

Afmius Gallus was the fil-fl: whom after

this refolution he permitted to clofe his

fufferings in deaths Drufus was the next

vi£lim. The gloom of a dungeon, and the

cruel infoience of the brutal keepers, who

had it in command to treat him with every

fpecies of indignity, had not conquered the

fpirit of this unhappy prince. He was by
the order of Tiberius to be (larved to death.

By chewing the weeds which ferved for

his bed, he protracted the period of his

own fufferings; but not even by this affect-

ing proof of their intenfity, did he wring

a feeling of pity and remorfe from the ob-

durate heart of the tyrant. Nine days he

lingered in the agonies of famine, and at

length expired, breathing folemn impreca-

tions on the author of his mifery, and

"
praying the gods to referve him for the

obje£l of their own peculiar vengeance!
i»»
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Agrippina had not the anguifli of hear*

ing of the tragic end of her unhappy fon.

Worn out with fufFerings, the ficknefs of

hope deferred at length funk into" her

heart, wafted the fprings of life, and

brought her by flow degrees to the bori

ders of the grave. She was in this fituai-

tion, when an order arrived from Tiberius

to withold from her all nourifliment. She

fmiled at an inftance of malice that wai

now abortive: and willingly refigned her*

felf to the arms of death.*

Agrippina was in the forty-fixth year

of her age when (lie expired. Fourteefl

years had elapfed fince the death of Ger-

manicus, years full of anxiety and forrow;

yet was her conftitution fuch, as, but for

the cruelties infiidled in the latter period

of her life, to promife length of days*

At the commencement of her captivity,

time had not diminifhed the graces of her

* On the 15th of November, A. D. 33
—

year of

Rome 7S6.

perfonj
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perfon-, nor had grief, though it chaced

the rofes from het cheek, akered" the fine

exprelTion of her loVely countenance. By
the favage blow of the centurion, the

fymmetry of her features was irreparably

injured ;
but though Tiberius had thus hi

malice d eftroyed that beauty which had

long been the object of univerfal admira-

Uon, he had it not in his power to injure

Tvhat was dearer, to her than beauty
—^her

fpotlefs fame. In vain did he endeavour

after her deceafe to load her memory with

imputations to which every a£lioo of her

iife bore the cleareft: contradi£):ion : even

in that corrupt age there was a fufEcient

degree of virtue left, to fpurn at fo foul a

calumny. Tiberius, foiled in his attempts

at defamation, was obliged to defift; and

to his great inortificaiion, found that tho*

he could infiift torture and death, he could

not murder reputation.

The reputation qf Agrippina, in the

points in which Tiberius malicioully en-

deavoured
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deavoured to attack it, was indeed invulner*

able. But though neither pride nor am-

bition were confidered by Agrippina and

her contemporariesas paffions incompatible

with the pureft virtue; thofe who have

paid any attention to their confequences,

as they have been difplayed in the prece?

ding pages, will perceive, that in cherifhing

pride and ambition, Agrippina cheriflied

the feeds of mifcry and corruption. She

a£led up to her ideas of virtue, but her

ideas of virtue were imperfcdt. Let thofe

who have an opportunity of forming theirs

up n a purer model, learn to prize the

ir eftimable piiv'lfge they enjoy, in having

clearer views of moral excellence, and

brighter profpeds of future reward, than

ever opened on the unfortunate Agrippina!



ADDITIONAL

NOTES.

(a.) p. 9.

TT has already been obferved, that the mi-

"*- nillers of religion among the Romans did

not form a diftinA order from the other citi-

zens, and that they were ufually chofen from

the mofl honourable and diftinguifhed families.

The pontifical college was the firft in dignity.

The pontifices judged in all caufes relating

to facred things, and in cafes where there was

no written law, theyprefcribed what regulations

they thought proper, and had it in their power
to fine fuch as neglefted their mandates, accord-

ing to the magnitude of the offence. The chief

of the pontifices was called Pontifex Max-^

imus. He was fupreme judge and arbiter in

a)l religious matters. His prefence was requi-

fite
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fite In all public and folemn ads of religlonj

on which account he was not permitted to ab-

fent himfelf from Rome.

(b.) p, 30.

There were three famous epicures of the

name of Apicius. Of the perfon here meant,

Seneca fays, that " in Rome, in that city from

which the teachers of phllofophy werebanifhedj,

this man, profeffing the fcience of the kitchen,

corrupted the manners of the age by his Ikil}

in cookery. Finding himfelf, after a long courf^

of profufion and gluttony, much involved in

debt, and, after fatisfying all demands, not

nvorth more than 100,000l. he finifhed his

days by a dofe of poifon.

The cookery of Apicius, however it might

agree with the Roman ftomach, has been found

rather unfafe by fome in- later times. It is

faid that Madame. Dacicr and her hulband had

nearly fallen facriiices to their defire of tailing

a claflical ragout, prepared after one, of the re-

ceipts of Apicius J nor is this to be wondered

at, lince the Roman epicures feem to have had

little notion of delicacy in the choice of their

ingredients.

(c.) p. 45,
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(c). {),
45.

We are informed by Tacitus, that the images
of twenty illuflrious families graced the fune-

jieral proceliion :
" Thofe of Brutus and Caf-

iius," fays he^
" were not difplayed, but for

that reafon they were prefent to every imajrina-

tion, and with fuperior luftre eclipfcd the

iplendour of the day."

(p.) p, 115.

Cordus refolved to die i)y abftinence. Be
endured the agonies of famine for three days,

before death caine to his relief. He Xvas in his

fufferings confoled by the tender attention of

his daughter Marcia, whofe filial piety was

praifed by Seneca in teVms of the highell cu-

logium. He tells her,
" that by faving his

writings, fhe gave new life to his books, and

that the memory of her father will live as long

as the Romans (hall wifh to review the hiftory

of their own affairs; as long as pollerity fliall

defire to know the man whofe genius was un-^

fettered, whofe fpirit was unconqucred and

whofe hand was ready to deliver himfelf from

his enemies." It is impoffible not to regret^

that
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that a work fo highly Ipoken of by the beft

judges
of Hterary merit fhould have been lofl.

(e.) p. 128.

The memoirs of the younger Agrippina,

from which Tacitus extra6led the above anec-r

dote, were written by herfelf, and are frequently

referred" to as a work of merit by fucceedino^

writers.

(f.) p. 141.

The paflage quoted by Agrippina is to be

found in the firft book of the Iliad, and form$

part of the fpeech made by Achilles to the he-

ralds Thalthybius and Eurybates, when they

came, in obedience to Agamemnon, to carry

Brifeis to his tent. The heralds, confcious of

the tyranny of their mailer, and of the iniquity

of the orders they were about to execute, aro

reprefentcd by the poet as landing aballied and

unwilling to proceed. Achilles, perceiving

their confufion, generoufly encourages them

with the affurance, that as he knew they aftcd

under the command of another, they fliould

pot on that account incur his difpleafure.

The
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^he pajfage is thus tranjlated hy Mr. Pope.

f^ Th' unwilling heralds adl their lord's ccramands;

f^ Penfive they walk along the barren fands:

"
Arriv'd, the hero in his tent they find,

*' With gloomy afpedt, on his arm reclin'd.

."At awful diftance long they fJentitand,

.*' Loth to advance, or fpeak their hard command j

." Decent confufion! This the godlike man
*'

Perceiv'd, and thus with accent mild began :

" With leave and honour enter our abodes,
** Ye facred minifters ofmen and gods !

^* I know your meffage; by conftraint you came j

f' Not you but your imperious lord I blame"

(g.) p. 183.

The Gemonise was the place whence the

bodies of malefa. lors were thrown into the

Tiber. They were ufually dragged by a hool^

to the b ink of he precipice.

The veneration for the family ftatues has

already been obferved; to break or deftroy

them^ was the greateft pofhble infuk.

(h.) p. 185.

The anecdote relative to the dog ofSabinus

\\ given from Pliny.

(i.) p. 190,
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"

(r.) p. 190.

Thel)om"iti:i 'were deemed particularly proud

of their high birth, though it was long ruice

the family had produced any perfon of diftin-

guifhed merit. The grandfather ofthis, yoirng

irian had been concerned in the death of JuliUs

Ctefar, but had afterwards the art to recom-

mend himfcif to AuguftuSj who gave his

niece (the filler of Antonia) in marriage. to

his fon : Cneius Domitius was ofcourfe firfl

coufin to Germanicus. He was fo utterly de-

praved, as to fpeak of his own profligacy with-

out fhame. On being congratulated on the

birth of Nero, he declared,
" that from him

and Agrippina "nothing but ivtiat was perni-

cious a;nd deteftable could proceed .

"

(k.) p. \95,

" The fenate (foon after the acceffion of

Tiberius) began to ofler the incenfe of adula-

tion to Livia. It was propofed to confer upon

her the title of parent ;
that name was thought

loo general, the more di(tin6live appellation

of mother of her country was moved as an

amendment. It was further propofed, with

the
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the jjeneral concurrence, that to the name of

the emperor (liould be added the Ton of Julia.

Tiberrus oppofed thefe feveral motions; ho-

nours, he faid, ought not to be lavished on

'Wome?i-; m what regarded his own rank, he

wias determined to a6l with the ftriiScft fclf-

denial. This had the appearance of moderar

tion, but envy was the fource. By the hor-

iiours" intended to his mother, he thought his

own glory might be eclipfed, and, in that fpiritj

prevented a decree, by which a li<Slor was or-

dered to attend her; nor would he buffer an

altar to be raifed on account .of Jier adoption-

into the Julian family.''
— Tacitus. Ann. book

i. fett. 14-.

(l.) p. 280.

The comment upon this pafTage, given- in

one of the difcourfesof the truly venerable, and,

enlightened Doftor Maclaine, is too defending

of confideration td be introduced with an apo-

logy for inferting it.

*' It would feem," he obferves,
'^ as if an

overpowering blaze of evidence had (lione upon
the undcrltanding, and touched the heart of

the
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'the ingenuous centurion at this time, and that

a peculiar influence of the fpirit of God ren-

dertd the whole of this fcene affeding and

fahitary to him. We may imagine^ without

going beyond the line of poffibility, that emer-

ging at this moment from the darknefs of pa-

ganifm, he received from the fubliiiie combi-

nation of circumftances which eimobled the

crofs, new ideas of deity and providence, of

human guilt and celeftial mercy, and new prof-

pe6ls, or (call thenij if you pleafe) rays of

hope, with refpe6l to futurity. All this is at

lead pofiible. But reduce the fignification of

the centurion's teftimony as low as you pleafe,

it will ftill mean that the miffion aud perfon

of Chkist were objetSls above the fphere of

humanity : however imperfe6l the conceptions

of this man may have been, v^hether he con-

lidered Jesus as a demi-god, or hc.d lefs con-

fufed notions of his perfon and miflion, yet

ftill he perceives his grandeur, even in his expi-

ring moments, bears teftimony tohis innocence

as a righteous man, and acknowledges his

origin to have been truly divine."—Dr. Mac-

laine's Sermons, p. 97.

(M.p. 208,
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(m.) p. 308.

<' LurM by tlie fplendour of his happier hour,
*' Would'fl thou poflefsSejanus' wealth and pow'r ;

*' See crowds offuppliants at thy levee wait,
*' Give this to fway the army, that the ftate

;

'* And keep a prince in ward, who fits the while,
" With his Chaldean flock, in Caprea's ifle ?

*'
Yes, yes, thou would'fl (thy fecret thoughts I fee,

" Have cohorts, legions, armies, juft as he
;

** 'Tis nature this; e'en they who want the will,

** Pant for the dreadful privilege to kill."

GiflFord's Trans. Juv.

(n.) p. 324.

There were two different forts of newfpapers

publiflied at Rome. The firft contained an ac-

count of the acts of the fenate, and the other

of all the leffer events of the day. Some of

thefe gazettes are ftill extant, and may be con-

fidered as the model of our modern morning
chronicles.

(o.) p. 330.

'^ Emilia Lepida remained," fays Tacitus,
'<

during the life of Lepidus her father in per-

fect fecurity, but detelled by the public. Her

protedor
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protector being now no more, (a. D. 36.) the

informers feized their opportunity, and accufed

her of adultery with a flave. Of her guilt no

doubt was entertained. She made no defence^

but executed juftice on herfelf."—Ann. b. vi»

FI>'IS.

Crutf.vel!, rr.nter, St. jAinesVStreet, Bath.
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